
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Just Juice  Level: Q      ISBN: 9780590033831   Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 1 (Ch. 1-2) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we will start reading Just Juice by Karen Hesse.  In this book, Juice lives with her parents and 

four sisters.  Juice struggles with school and tries to help her pa earn extra money because her family is 

having money difficulties.  Her family will lose the house if they can’t pay off their taxes.     

 

Day 1:  In today’s reading, you will meet Juice, her sisters, and her parents.  Juice skips school a lot.  

Read to find out why.     

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  growly (pg. 5)- resembling a growl 

laid off (pg. 10)- lose a job 

squints (pg. 10)- to look with the eyes partial closed 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers recognize the elements of a story as they begin a book.  In the reading today, you will meet 

several characters and learn about the setting and one conflict Juice is facing.  While you are reading, 

record the setting, the conflict, and the characters you meet.  Be ready to share during our discussion 

time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? (Talk about setting, conflict, and characters.) 

Who is telling the story? (point of view)   

 How do you know? 

Why doesn’t Juice go to school? 

What do you think of this quote: “But that doesn’t mean we don’t belong.  We sure do.  We might not  

belong to anyone else in this whole world.  But us Faulstiches, we belong to each other.” (pg. 6) 

 Do you feel like that with your family?  Explain. 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Just Juice  Level: Q      ISBN: 9780590033831   Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 2 (Ch. 3-4) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 2:  In today’s reading, Juice skips school to help her pa.  Her pa receives a letter.  Read to find out 

what the letter says. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  mought (pg. 14)- past tense of may 

machinist (pg. 16)- person who works with machines 

torture (pg. 20)- pain, distress, suffering 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences to better understand characters’ actions and motives.  After you finish reading 

today, infer why Juice’s pa doesn’t make her go to school.  Also, what would your parents do if you 

skipped school?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

Infer:  Why doesn’t Juice’s pa make her go to school? 

 What would your parents do if you skipped school?  Explain. 

Why didn’t Juice’s pa read the letter himself? 

Why didn’t Juice read the letter? 

Should Juice’s pa tell Ma about the letter? Why or why not? 

What ideas do you have for Pa to make money? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Just Juice  Level: Q      ISBN: 9780590033831   Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 3 (Ch. 5-6) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 3:  In today’s reading, Juice’s pa gets more information about how soon he has to pay back the taxes.  

A lady named Geneva shows up to help.  Read to find out how she is helpful.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  hesitates (pg. 26)- pauses 

debt (pg. 28)- money that is owed to someone else 

home health nurse (pg. 33)- a nurse that comes to your home to help  

you (context clues pgs. 33-34) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers pay attention to conflicts that the characters face.  There are several conflicts you will read 

about today.  What conflicts does the author introduce in chapters 5-6?  What possible solutions are 

there to these conflicts?  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

What conflicts do the characters face in these chapters? 

What are possible solutions to these conflicts? 

Why is chapter 5 called “A Little Light Comes On”? 

What is your opinion of Geneva? 

How was she helpful? 

Do you think Ma has blood sugar problems?  Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Just Juice  Level: Q      ISBN: 9780590033831   Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 4 (Ch. 7-8) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 4:  In today’s reading, Juice and her pa visit a place called the Land of the Car Bones.  Juice wants 

her pa to move a machine building to their property so her pa can start to make things using her 

grandpa’s equipment.  Read to find out what Ma thinks about this idea.     

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) awls/brakes/lathes/grinders (pg. 43)- tools 

beholden (pg. 47)- in someone’s debt 

line of credit (pg. 51)- when someone borrows money that they have to  

pay back 

tycoon (pg. 53)- businessperson 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers give their opinions about what characters should do.  Today, Juice’s pa gets excited about 

moving and using the machine building.  Do you think this is a good idea?  Explain using at least 2 details 

from the text.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

What do you think about moving and using the machine building? 

Can they afford it? 

Do you think this is a good idea?   

What details did you use? 

Why won’t Juice go to school? 

What do you think about this quote by Juice:  “No one believes me.  No one believes how hard I  

try.  No matter what I do, it’s never enough.” (pg. 44) 

 Do you think Juice tries hard?  Explain. 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Just Juice  Level: Q      ISBN: 9780590033831   Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 5 (Ch. 9-10) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 5:  In today’s reading, they move the machine building to their property.  Juice’s pa starts repairing 

bikes and fixing up his tools.  Juice continues to help Pa instead of going to school.  The girls notice a red 

car has been passing the house.  Read to find out who is in the red car.       

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  gestational diabetes (pg. 61)- happens when a pregnant woman has  

levels of sugar that are too high 

insulin (pg. 61)- taken to help regulate sugar levels 

apprentice (pg. 66)- beginner, learner, someone learning a trade 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about the motives that influence characters’ feelings and actions.  On pg. 72, 

Juice talks about feeling like a traitor and keeping a secret for her pa.  Why does Juice feel like a traitor?  

What secret is she talking about?  Why is she keeping this secret?  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

Should Juice’s pa have charged for fixing the bikes?  Explain. 

What is wrong with Juice’s mom? 

What break-through happens with Juice and the letter w? 

Why do you think the w made out of string was helpful? 

What makes Juice feel like a traitor? 

What secret is she keeping? 

Why is she keeping the secret? 

Who is in the red car?  

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Just Juice  Level: Q      ISBN: 9780590033831   Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 6 (Ch. 11-12) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 6:  In today’s reading, the Faulstiches celebrate Christmas.  Pa starts to get a few jobs.  Officer Rusk 

comes to visit.  Read to find out what he says to Juice’s ma.        

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  permission (pg. 78)- approval,  consent 

huddle (pg. 82)- group together 

consequences (pg. 86)- a result of something that occurred earlier 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about the motives that influence characters’ feelings and actions.  In chapter 12, 

Officer Rusk comes to visit.  He says if Juice doesn’t start to go to school, there will be consequences for 

her parents.  Based on what we have read so far, infer why Juice won’t go to school.  Also, do you think it 

is fair to punish her parents for the fact that she hasn’t been going to school?  Explain.  Be ready to share 

during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

How is the Faulstiches’ Christmas similar or different from your Christmas? 

Why were the letter cards such a great gift for Juice? 

What does Officer Rusk say to Juice’s ma? 

 Why won’t Juice go to school? 

 Do you think it is fair to punish her parents for the fact that she doesn’t go to school?  Explain. 

What hint do we read in these pages about why the author called this book Just Juice? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Just Juice  Level: Q      ISBN: 9780590033831   Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 7 (Ch. 13-14) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 7:  In today’s reading, Geneva starts coming more frequently.  She suggests that Mr. Faulstich start 

selling some of his things in town.  Juice starts going to school and even gets a big part in the play.  She 

decides to skip school again though.  Read to find out why.       

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  perk up (pg. 90)- listen more carefully 

ashamed (pg. 94)- embarrassed, humiliated 

auditioned (pg. 96)- tried out for a part 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about what characters say.  Starting on pg. 94, you will start to read about the 

play that Juice is in.  Charleen says Juice got the main part because the teacher wants her to come to 

school.  Markey says Juice got the part because she was the best when she tried out.  What do you think?  

Who do you think is right?  Why?  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

Do you think Pa selling things that he made is a good idea?  Explain. 

How is school going for Juice? 

Why do you think Juice got the part in the play?  (Which sister is correct?) 

Why doesn’t Juice go to school that day?   

What will happen to her parents? 

 Is Juice being selfish by not going to school since her parents can get in trouble?  Explain. 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Just Juice  Level: Q      ISBN: 9780590033831   Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 8 (Ch. 15-16) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 8:  In today’s reading, Juice tries to help Pa get the truck out of the mud.  Her ma has trouble with 

her blood sugar and the time comes for the baby to be born.  Read to find out how Juice helps.       

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  no traction (pg. 100)- no grip between the tires and the ground 

weary (pg. 104)- very tired, exhausted 

clinches (pg. 106)- settles, confirms 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers pay attention to details as they read.  Juice is not very good in school, but in today’s reading, she 

shows that she is very helpful and resourceful.  As you read today, record details that show how Juice 

was helpful and resourceful as she helped her ma.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

How does the truck being stuck in the mud end up being a problem? 

What is wrong with Ma at first? 

 How is Juice helpful and resourceful? 

 What other character qualities does Juice display during chapter 16? 

 Is Juice smart?  Explain. 

How does the chapter end? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Just Juice  Level: Q      ISBN: 9780590033831   Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 9 (Ch. 17-18) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 9:  In today’s reading, Officer Rusk delivers an envelope for Juice’s parents.  Juice’s pa finally tells 

Ma about the taxes they owe, so Ma goes to meet with the tax people and the school people.  Lulu gets 

upset.  Read to find out why. 

  

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  summons (pg. 117)- an order to appear in court 

fine (pg. 117)- money you have to pay someone 

ignores (pg. 125)- doesn’t pay attention to 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about the motives that influence characters’ feelings and actions.  During the 

reading today, several truths come out that make Lulu upset.  Why is Lulu so upset?  Does she have a 

right to be upset?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

What truths came out in today’s reading? 

 Why does this make Lulu upset? 

 Does she have a right to be upset?  Explain. 

What actions does Ma take? 

What do you predict the results will be? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Just Juice  Level: Q      ISBN: 9780590033831   Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 10 (Ch. 19) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 10:  In today’s reading, Ma comes back from her meetings.  Read to find out how they went. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  fussing (pg. 131)- crying, whining 

protection (pg. 134)- safety, security 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make judgments at the end of a book to determine whether they are satisfied with the ending.  

Today you will finish the book.  Were you satisfied with the ending?  Explain.  What (if anything) would 

you have done differently if you were the author?  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

How did Ma’s meetings go? 

Were you satisfied with the ending of this book?  Explain. 

 What would you have done differently? 

Is Just Juice a good title for this book?  Explain. 

What will Juice’s family be like 5 years from now? 

Will Juice go to school now?  Explain. 

Will everyone learn to read?  Explain. 

 


