
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Freedom Crossing  Level: Q      ISBN:  978-0590445696 Publisher: Scholastic 

            Day 1 (Ch. 1) 

Pgs. 1-10 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we will start reading Freedom Crossing by Margaret Goff Clark.  In this book, Laura is just back 

from living for the past four years with her aunt and uncle in the south.  She finds out that her family 

helps with the Underground Railroad, and she does not understand why they would help runaway slaves.       

 

Day 1:  In today’s reading, you will meet Laura, her brother, Bert, their friend, Joel, and a runaway slave 

named Martin.  Laura overhears a conversation between Bert and Joel about helping Martin.  Read to 

find out what the boys say. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) homesickness (pg. 2)- feeling sad or depressed about being away from  

      home 

fugitives (pg. 5)- runaways 

Underground Railroad (pg. 5)- secret organization for sneaking slaves 

 away from their owners (context clues) 

tragedy (pg. 8)- a disaster, heartbreak 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers recognize the elements of a story as they begin a book.  In the reading today, you will meet 

several characters and learn about the setting and one conflict.  While you are reading, record the setting, 

the conflict, and the characters you meet.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? (Talk about setting, conflict, and characters.) 

Who is telling the story? (point of view)   

 How do you know? 

Why were Bert and Joel worried about telling Laura about the Underground Railroad?   

Do you think Laura will keep the secret?  Explain. 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Freedom Crossing  Level: Q      ISBN:  978-0590445696 Publisher: Scholastic 

                       Day 2 (Ch. 2-3)  

Pgs. 11-28 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 2:  In today’s reading, Bert and Joel try to figure out where Martin should hide.  They decide that he 

can stay in the kitchen.  Read to find out why.       

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) eavesdropper (pg. 11)- someone who listens secretly to a private  

      conversation 

indignantly (pg. 12)- expressing strong displeasure, angrily 

disbelief (pg. 18)- doubt, amazement, refusing to believe 

satisfaction (pg. 25)- approval, pleasure 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers give their opinions about decisions that characters are making.  Today, Bert and Joel will try 

figure out a place to hide Martin.  Where do you think they should hide him?  Explain using details from 

the text.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Give your opinion about this statement made by Laura:  “Slaves don’t feel the way we do… They-  

 they’re like children and they want to safe and cared for.” (pg. 21) 

 Why does Laura have different views than the boys?  

Where should they hide Martin? Explain. 

 What details from the text did you use? 

Who could be following Joel? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Freedom Crossing  Level: Q      ISBN:  978-0590445696 Publisher: Scholastic 

                       Day 3 (Ch. 4-5)  

Pgs. 29-43 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 3:  In today’s reading, Laura will see the secret room where they hide the runaway slaves.  Someone 

comes to visit.  Read to find out who it is.       

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) suffocate (pg. 33)- die because someone can’t breathe 

hasty (pg. 37)- quick, fast 

reputation (pg. 38)- what people think about you, character 

suspicious (pg. 40)- thinks something is going on, doubtful 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers put themselves in the shoes of the characters they read about to better understand why 

characters respond the way they do.  Today you will read about a secret room in Laura’s room that 

runaway slaves can hide in.  After you read about this little room, write down how you would feel to be a 

slave hiding in that room and explain why you would feel that way.  Also, what thoughts would be 

running through your head as you were hiding there?  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Explain this quote:  “Bert and Laura may quarrel, but as soon as one of them’s in trouble, they come  

 together, thick as thieves!” (pg. 32) 

What do you think about their secret room? 

 How would you feel to be a slave hiding in that little room? 

 What would you be thinking as you hid? 

Do you think Mrs. Fitch will report them? 

Predict what might happen next. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Freedom Crossing  Level: Q      ISBN:  978-0590445696 Publisher: Scholastic 

                       Day 4 (Ch. 6-7)  

Pgs. 44-57 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 4:  In today’s reading, Laura learns that Martin is smart.  Slave catchers come to the house.  Read to 

find out what they do.         

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) scowled (pg. 45)- frowned 

plantation (pg. 47)- large farm usually run with the help of slaves 

prowled (pg. 56)- going around trying to find something 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about the motives that influence characters’ feelings and actions.  Today you 

will continue to read about the struggle Laura is going through trying to decide whether or not she 

should be helping Martin.  Write down some of the issues she is struggling with.  Infer why she is having 

such a hard time trying to decide whether or not to help Martin.  Be ready to share during our discussion 

time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

How did seeing Martin’s scars affect Laura? 

 How did reading about Martin’s scars affect you? 

Why is Laura having such a hard time trying to decide whether or not to help Martin? 

 What would you do in her situation? 

What is your opinion of the slave catchers? 

Will the men find Martin?  Explain. 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Freedom Crossing  Level: Q      ISBN:  978-0590445696 Publisher: Scholastic 

                          Day 5 (Ch. 8)  

Pgs. 58-71 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 5:  In today’s reading, the men search Laura’s room to try to find Martin.  Read to find out if the 

slave catchers find Martin.           

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) harbor (pg. 60)- hide 

intrusion (pg. 60)- interruption, disturbance 

ruthless (pg. 66)- cruel, showing no pity 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers figure out the symbolism in the story they are reading.  Today Martin will sing a song which 

goes like this:  Oh, go down, Moses, Way down into Egypt’s land, Tell old Pharaoh, Let my people go”, and 

Laura says, “Moses leads the slaves to the Promised Land?” (pg. 70).  These words could be talking about 

the Israelites who were led out of Egypt by Moses to the Promised Land, but they are actually referring 

to something else.  What do these words symbolize?  (Hint:  Who is Moses?  Where is Egypt?  Who is 

Pharaoh?  Where is the Promised Land?)  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

How did Laura do when she was confronted by the slave catchers?  Explain. 

Do you think the slave catchers are suspicious of Bert and Laura?  Explain.  

Symbolism:  Oh, go down, Moses, Way down into Egypt’s land, Tell old Pharaoh, Let my people go”, and   

 “Moses leads the slaves to the Promised Land” (pg. 70).   

  What do these words symbolize?   

Who could be at the door this time? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Freedom Crossing  Level: Q      ISBN:  978-0590445696 Publisher: Scholastic 

                Day 6 (Ch. 9- middle of Ch. 10)  

Pgs. 72-85 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 6:  In today’s reading, Laura receives a present and a strange message from Joel.  Laura and Bert 

leave the house to try to visit Joel.  They also try to figure out what the message from Joel means.  Read 

to find out if they are successful.             

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) approval (pg. 72)- support, agreement  

solemnly (pg. 73)- seriously  

insult (pg. 74)- to treat someone with rudeness 

admiringly (pg. 84)- approvingly, favorably 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers give their opinions about characters say.  Today in the reading, Bert will say to Laura:  “I never 

thought you’d let other people make up your mind for you.  You ought to read it yourself and see what you 

think” (pg. 82).  Do you think Bert is right?  Is Laura letting others make up her mind for her?  Explain 

using details from the text.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Why is Laura so upset to receive Uncle Tom’s Cabin?  

Is Laura letting others make up her mind for her? 

 What details from the text did you use? 

In your opinion, why is Walt so mean to Bert and Laura?  Explain your thinking. 

What have Bert and Laura figured out so far about the message from Joel? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Freedom Crossing  Level: Q      ISBN:  978-0590445696 Publisher: Scholastic 

             Day 7 (Middle of Ch. 10- Ch. 11)  

Pgs. 86-99 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 7:  In today’s reading, Laura and Bert continue to figure out what the message from Joel means.  

They visit a house where they think Martin is supposed to go that night.  Read to find out more about this 

mysterious house.              

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) cellars (pg. 87)- a set of underground rooms  

     eureka (pg. 89)- something you say when you have discovered or  

      solved something 

insolent (pg. 90)- rude, disrespectful  

abolitionist (pg. 93)- a person who fights to help abolish (stop) slavery 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers visualize what is happening to the characters to better understand the story.  Today, Laura and 

Bert will explore a mysterious house with four cellars.  After you read, sketch a picture of what they were 

exploring.  Be sure to label your picture and describe it using at least one sentence.  Be ready to share 

during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Now what have Laura and Bert figured out about the message from Joel? 

Why does Walt keep showing up? 

How would you have felt exploring the abandoned house? 

 Do you think this is what Joel was talking about?  Explain. 

What picture did you sketch? 

 What sentence describes your picture? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Freedom Crossing  Level: Q      ISBN:  978-0590445696 Publisher: Scholastic 

                                        Day 8 (Ch. 12-13)  

Pgs. 100-114 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 8:  In today’s reading, Laura and Bert leave the abandoned house and go into town when they hear 

that a runaway slave has been captured.  Someone steals their horse and carriage.  Read to find out why.                

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) conscience (pg. 102)- a person’s inner sense of what is right or wrong 

     lynch (pg. 106)- to put to death by a mob, usually by hanging 

hoisted (pg. 110)- raised or lifted up 

dismay (pg. 111)- alarm, surprise 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers give their opinions about what characters say.  Today in the reading, Bert will say to Laura:  

“Pa says a man’s conscience is stronger than the law.  And he says laws can be bad.  Like the Fugitive Slave 

Law” (pg. 102).  Do you think Bert is right?  Is this law of forcing people to return slaves to their owners 

wrong?  Explain your thinking.  Also, is it okay to break the law when it goes against your conscience?  

Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

In the reading today, Bert says:  “Pa says a man’s conscience is stronger than the law.  And he says laws  

 can be bad.  Like the Fugitive Slave Law” (pg. 102).   

 Do you think Bert is right?  Is this law of forcing people to return slaves to their owners wrong?   

  Explain your thinking.   

 Also, is it okay to break the law when it goes against your conscience?  Explain.   

In the reading today, Laura thinks:  “But now, because of Martin, she knew that slaves were people… No  

 one should own a person” (pg. 108). 

 How has Laura changed? 

What happened with the runaway slave and their horse and carriage? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Freedom Crossing  Level: Q      ISBN:  978-0590445696 Publisher: Scholastic 

                                        Day 9 (Ch. 14-15)  

Pgs. 115-130 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M ) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 9:  In today’s reading, Laura, Bert, and Martin talk about the rights that each person should have.    

Some men show up to arrest Bert.  Read to find out how Laura responds.                  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) defiantly (pg. 123)- disobediently, rebelliously 

lucifers (pg. 129)- matches 

sentry (pg. 130)- a person standing guard 

     sprinted (pg. 130)- ran very quickly 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers give their opinions about decisions that characters make.  Today, Bert will get arrested, so 

Laura decides to help Martin.  After you finish reading, answer this question:  Do you think Laura can 

handle getting Martin to safety?  Explain using details from any page in the whole book.  Be ready to 

share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Laura, Bert, and Martin talk about the rights people should have.  Do you agree that rights like life,  

 liberty, and the pursuit of happiness should be available to ALL people?  Explain.  

What were you thinking as Bert was being arrested? 

Can Laura handle getting Martin to safety? 

 What text details did you use? 

What do you predict will happen next? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Freedom Crossing  Level: Q      ISBN:  978-0590445696 Publisher: Scholastic 

                                           Day 10 (Ch. 16)  

Pgs. 131-140 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M ) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 10:  In today’s reading, Laura and Martin travel in the woods to Tryon’s Folly.  Someone shows up 

at the Tryon house.  Read to find out who it is.                    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) accustomed (pg. 132)- used to 

investigate (pg. 134)- look into, explore 

     descending (pg. 138)- going down 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers point out and discuss strategies the author uses to make the text more interesting.  The author, 

Margaret Clark, uses the strategy of suspense often in this book.  After you finish reading today, write 

down several examples of suspense that Margaret Clark has used in this book.  How has suspense made 

the book more interesting to read?  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

What do you think is happening to Bert? 

Although Laura must be scared, she is acting very brave. How can she act brave even when she is scared?  

 Have you ever had to be brave even when you were scared?  Explain. 

How has the author added suspense throughout this book?  Give several examples.  

 How has the suspense made the book more interesting to read? 

Who shows up at the end of the chapter? 

 How do you think he got away from the men guarding his house? 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Freedom Crossing  Level: Q      ISBN:  978-0590445696 Publisher: Scholastic 

                                           Day 11 (Ch. 17)  

Pgs. 141-148 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M ) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 11:  In today’s reading, Martin and the other runaway slave named George escape to Canada.  

Laura and Joel head back to Joel’s house before Joel takes her home.  Read to find out who they see on 

the way back to Laura’s house.                      

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) resumed (pg. 141)- continued, restarted 

concealed (pg. 146)- covered, hid 

     derisively (pg. 148)- sarcastically 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make judgments at the end of a book to determine whether they are satisfied with the ending.  

Today you will finish the book.  Were you satisfied with the ending?  Explain.  What (if anything) would 

you have done differently if you were the author?  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Why is this chapter called, “The Promised Land”? 

Were you satisfied with the ending of this book?  Explain. 

 What would you have done differently? 

Is Freedom Crossing a good title for this book?  Explain. 

Because of all that has happened to her, do you think Laura will try to explain to her Uncle Jim and  

 Aunt Ruth about her new feelings about slaves?  Explain. 

What do you predict will happen next for Laura’s family? 

Do you have any questions that you would still like answered? 

 

 
 


