
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Island (book 1 of Shipwrecked)           Level:  Q            Publisher: Scholastic               Day 1 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M)             

 

Introduction and Chapter 1:  Pages 1-7 

 

Read the back of the book and the prologue (notice the date and time) this is a flash forward.  

Take this time to talk about marine (military) time.  This is how the sailors tell time.  This book 

will have a lot of boat terms to think about as you read.  What do you know is going to happen in 

this story based on what we read?  In today's reading you will be introduced to two of the main 

characters Luke and Will. 

 
Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):   Guam 

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers think about the plot of the story. 
 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Why is it important to remember to close the valve when you are going to the bathroom on a 

boat? 

Why is Luke on the boat? 

Why is Will on the boat? 

Who is on the boat that came with Will? 

What did you learn about boats and marine time you didn't know before you started this 

chapter? 

 

Writing Connection (optional):   Find three "boat" terms and tell what they mean.  
 

 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Island (book 1 of Shipwrecked)           Level:  Q                Publisher: Scholastic            Day 2 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapters 2-3  Pages:  8-18 

As a good reader, it is important to understand characters.  In these chapters you will learn 

about more of the characters for this book and how they came to be part of the program 

“Charting a New Course”.  Pay close attention and try to make some inferences to help you 

comprehend the story better. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):   vessel    schooner   comradeship 
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):    

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers think about and make inferences about characters. 

 
 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Why does Mr. Radford call the boys Archie and the girls Veronica? 

Describe the relationship between Will and Lyssa. 

What is the most important instrument in the cockpit of a boat? 

Why is it important? 

Tell me about Charla. 

Why was Ian so upset? 

What were the "bad" things JJ did that ended him on the boat? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):   What are your first impressions of JJ Lane?  Use evidence from 

the book to support your impressions. 
 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Island (book 1 of Shipwrecked)           Level:  Q               Publisher: Scholastic           Day 3 
 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapters 4-5  Pages: 19-32 

 

Have you ever wanted something to happen so badly you promised all kinds of things that you 

would do better if you got what you wanted?  This is what Will is doing as they are sailing away 

from land.  Today we will read more about the jobs the kids have on the boat and also more 

about each character. 

 
Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):    taut 
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V): 

     

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers infer while reading and use evidence from the text to support it. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What did Mr. Radford mean when he said "you'll earn your dinner tonight” on page 22? 

What did you learn about Charla's home life? 

Why was Lyssa draped over the lifeline? 

What were Charla's activities at school? 

What was her dad's favorite saying?  Why do you think he would always say that? 

Why do you think Charla is on the boat? 

What made Mr. Radford "flip out"? 

How and when did Mr. Radford begin to change? 

What nickname did the kids give Mr. Radford? 
 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  What was the name of the boat?  Why do you think the boat is 

named that?  Use evidence from the text to support your answer 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

  Title: Island (book 1 of Shipwrecked)           Level:  Q               Publisher: Scholastic            Day 4 
 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 
 

Chapters 6-8 Pages: 33-49 

 

Can you remember a time when you did something just so someone else didn't get the 

satisfaction of seeing you struggle?  This happens to Will in our reading to day.  There will be a 

big storm and he is trying not to let Mr. Radford get the best of him.  You will find out about a 

secret the captain and first mate have been keeping today, too. 

 

 
Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):    old salts tale (34)  retort (38)   barometer (49) 
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):    
 
 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Readers revise predictions as they learn new information in the text. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
 

What were some if the things the kids learned while on the Phoenix?   

What did Ian do to get sent to the "Charting a New Course" program? 

What did Mr. Radford make for breakfast the day of the storm?  Why did it make the kids 

mad? 

Why does Luke volunteer to pump out the head, even though it was a terrible job? 

What does JJ discover about the sails on the Phoenix?  Why does it make him so angry? 

 
 

Writing Connection (optional):  Lyssa asks the Captain what it means "when the barometer is falling 

so fast you can see it moving."  What do you think it means? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 Title: Island (book 1 of Shipwrecked)           Level:  Q            Publisher: Scholastic      Day 5 
 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters 9-10  Pages:  50-62 

 

What was your prediction from yesterday about the barometer?  In today's reading you will 

find out the barometer was signaling a terrifying storm, even worse than yesterday’s.  The 

captain is certain they can survive it if everyone just follows his orders.  Do you think this will 

happen? 

 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):  batten  (52) 
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):     
 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers think about the plot of the story. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
 

What does JJ do during the storm against the captain and Mr. Radford’s orders?  What 

happens because of that? 

Why did Luke go up on deck after the captain ordered everyone to go below? 

Who went overboard during the storm? 

Why did Charla come up on deck during the storm? 

Why couldn't they turn the boat around to find the captain? 

How do you think JJ felt at the end of these chapters? 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  If you were on the boat, what would you be thinking about as you 

went to bed that night? 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Island (book 1 of Shipwrecked)           Level:  Q            Publisher: Scholastic      Day 6 
 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters 11-12  Pages 63-74 

 

The next day on the boat was very tense for everyone.  They had to lighten the load of the boat 

and deal with Mr. Radford and his yelling.  Mr. Radford changes in chapter 11.  In chapter 12, 

the kids awake to another scary situation.  Read to find out what it is and how they all react. 

 
Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):    

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):     
 

   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers think about the characters in the story. 
 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
 

What are the three main jobs Mr. Radford tells the kids they need to focus on if they are going 

to survive? 

What mistake does JJ make that has Mr. Radford screaming at him all over again? 

Why is what he does such a big deal? 

Describe the thoughts of the children in chapter 12.   

What does JJ think is happening?  Do you agree with him?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Why do you think Mr. Radford took the dingy and left without the 

children? 

 
 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Island (book 1 of Shipwrecked)           Level:  Q            Publisher: Scholastic      Day 7 
 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters 13-14  Pages:  75-87 

 

In today's reading, the kids find files about themselves while looking for the captain’s maps.  

Luke is surprised what he reads his mother wrote about him.  They are still working their plan 

to fix the engine when something goes wrong. 

 

 
Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):    

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):     
 

   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers think about the plot of the story. 
 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Why do you think the kids were so upset when they read what was in their files? 

What was Lyssa trying to do to help them? 

Did she get the engine to run? 

What happened when Will dropped his greasy terry cloth into the engine room? 

Who do you think is to blame for the fire: Will, Lyssa, both of them, or neither of them? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  What would you do if your two choices were a burning boat or the 

sea?  How would you survive? 
 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Island (book 1 of Shipwrecked)           Level:  Q            Publisher: Scholastic      Day 8 
 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters 15-17  Pages:  88-106 

 

In these chapters you will read about how the kids are trying to survive floating in the ocean.  

Ian has some important information to help them survive the sun and thirst that will overtake 

them.  Read to see if all the kids are reunited in the water. 

 
Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):   hysteria  (97) 
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):     
 

   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers make connections when they read. 
 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

At the end of chapter 15, who is sitting on the cabin top? 

Who is missing from the group? 

What do you think happened to them? 

What did the kids do to keep from tipping the cabin top over? 

Why did Ian bring the foresail and a rubber rain hat? 

Where did he learn these things? 

What does Will promise if he gets to see Lyssa again?  Do you think he really means it.  Why or 

why not? 

Why does Will drink the salt water? 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Write 3-5 sentences describing how you would feel if it was your 

turn to be "shark bait".  Use evidence from the text to help you. 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Island (book 1 of Shipwrecked)           Level:  Q            Publisher: Scholastic        Day 9 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters 18-end  Pages:  116-129 

 

Today we will finish the book and find out if the kids reach land.  You will read about how the 

sun and lack of water have affected the kids while they were floating in the sea.   

 

 
Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):    

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):     
 

   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers think about the plot of the story. 
 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Why do Luke, Ian, and Charla decide to stop having Will take a turn in the water? 

What are the signs that someone is not going to "make it" that Ian saw on the show about 

shipwrecks? 

Which of those signs are Luke, Ian, Charla, and Will showing? 

How did the kids think they got to the island?  Do you believe one story over another?  Why or 

why not? 

Who is missing when they finally reach land? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Make a prediction about what might happen in the next novel? 


