
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Best Friends Don’t Fight         Level:  Q             ISBN:  978-157255792-5                     Publisher:  Mondo 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)  This book will take seven days or more, depending on amount of discussion time  

allowed.) 

        In the first chapter readers get introduced to a variety of kids and their school teacher. Their 

personalities cause many conflicts between each other and in the case of Jeff, a conflict within himself. How 

will these kids ever agree on how to raise money for new playground equipment? As a note of interest, the cost 

of an uninstalled curly slide in 2014 is $849. 

 

*Discuss pictures (M) The soft pencil drawings on each title page give a clue about what will be in the 

chapter. Within the chapter the drawings excellently show facial expressions to reinforce the text. 

 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)  The phonetic spelling of words spoken by someone with a 

swollen nose are fun to read, e.g., “eddy” is any, and “tibe” is time. 

 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M) Do you agree with the title? 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): organic farming (p.10) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers evaluate the characters by writing down each of their names and then adding a description of the 

personality beside each name. This will help keep the characters straight in their minds until they become more 

familiar with them in forthcoming chapters. It will also be a way to see, on the final day of the book, if and how 

the characters changed. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

The problem in this story is what to do about fundraising, but how did the author cleverly introduce the 

problem? (Snowball fight on page 5.) 

Would you be nasty or nice to Tilly if she was in your class? (Connection) 

What do you admire about the teacher, Mrs. Frank? (Inference) 

Does this story, so far, seem to be realistic fiction? Explain. (Evaluation) 

Think about the title and cover illustration and then decide which two kids are best friends at this point in the 

story. (Synthesis) 

  

 

 

Writing Connection : allow ample time for writing about the characters’ personalities. 
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Day 2, Chapter 2 

 

*Plot Summary: Dear Mr. Bronski, the rhyming custodian, thinks Tilly’s offer for helping the school’s plants is 

great. Who will help Tilly’s fundraising idea to germinate (a pun)? You could be surprised! 

 

*Unusual text feature: The unspoken thoughts of the characters are put into italics. 

 

*New or important words: atrium (p.14); verse (p.15 – poetry); manure (p.15); reek (p.16) 

 

*Teaching Point: Readers synthesize all the comments regarding manure and how and why the comments will 

affect Jeff into being swayed into a decision. 

 

*Discuss the story:  

How might the chapter title, “Stinky Solution” be inaccurate for this chapter? (Synthesis) 

What do you think about the third and sixth grade class’s money making ideas? Will they work? Why/why 

not?(evaluation) 

Is the offer from the county parks department a good one? Explain. (Visualization) What do you think are the 

benefits or problems with using sand? 

How did Jeff deal with his anger toward Bruno’s teasing? (Inference) 

What did Jeff mean when he thought, “Bruno has flipped”? (Inference) 

 

Writing Option: Write an alternate title for this chapter. 

 

 

 

Day 3, Chapter 3     (Teacher needs to have a 9 X 12 paper or poster board and markers for each 

student.)  

 

*Plot Summary:  It may seem strange to you that Bruno and Jeff had a sleepover at Tilly’s farmhouse. They 

needed a lot of time to fill a lot of grocery bags with manure. Is Bruno gullible or just curious about a 

mysterious dragon? This chapter ends with some bad news. 

 

*New or important words: “hem and haw” (p.31) 

 

*Teaching Point: Readers notice the author’s use of language to develop mystery at the farm. (The list could 

include, Mrs. perkin’s spooky voice, the dangerous dungeon, the glowing eyes at night in the greenhouse, and 

Tilly’s warning to Bruno to not enter the crystal palace.) 

 

*Discuss the story:  

What helped Poppy Rose and Sally decide to go to the farm after all? (p.30) (Inference) 

What do you think would be a nice birthday gift for Mr. Bronski? (Connection) 

 

*Writing: Make a poster for Tilly to put on the bulletin board that is easier to read by not having it in all capital 

letters and by making all the points separate. Perhaps some of the information could be left out or an illustration 

added.  Instruct students to make the main heading be larger than the rest of the text so that it will grab 

attention. 
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Day 4, Chapter 4 

 

*Plot Summary:  

The city kids get a good ol’ fashioned farm education and entertainment from Tilly’s trained farm pets. 

 

*New or important words: hem (p.33); noble (p.39) 

 

*Teaching Point: Readers are careful to notice information in order to decide who is in charge of the morning at 

the farm. Is it Mrs. Frank or is it Tilly? Write their names on separate sticky notes and place them on the 

corresponding sentences each time one of them displays leadership and then make your conclusion. 

 

*Discuss the story:  

More than one person calls Tilly a princess. Who are they? (p.p. 33, 34) 

In your opinion, what would have been the best part of the morning at the farm? Why? (Connection) 

Do you agree with Mrs. Frank that best friends do not fight? (Connection, Synthesis) 

Why do you think Mrs. Frank had to include a “No grumbling” rule? (Evaluation or Synthesis) 

This chapter indicates more of Jeff’s irritation with Bruno. Does Jeff have a best friend anymore? (Inference) 

 

*Return to teaching point: Who kept the group organized and moving along? 

 

 

Day 5, Chapters 5 and 6  

 

*Plot Summary: The kids are still on their farm field trip and their lack of consideration for others’ feelings 

comes out in some nasty words and actions. Are they more mean because they are hot, tired, and stinky from all 

their hard work? In chapter six wild imaginations will drive some kids to do some pretty crazy things. 

 

* New or important words: whoppers (p.48 – lies); shaft (p.53) 

 

*Teaching Point: In chapter five readers note how each character expresses his/her pride differently. (Answers 

may include, “I’m the best,” an I’m-too-good-for-this attitude, showing off, thinking you can get away with 

nasty comments, stubbornness, exaggerations, humiliating others, accomplishing more than others, and even 

Mrs. Frank’s grateful pride in their collective accomplishment.) 

 

*Teaching Point: In chapter six readers note how the author builds suspense and how she includes a suspenseful 

effect with a cliff hanger. 

 

*Discuss the story: 

How did the chapter title and the illustration go together on page 41? (Connection, “He loves me, he loves me 

not . . . .” 

How did Jeff defend his friendship with Tilly? (p.43) 

Which characters didn’t appear to have any pride issues? (Nick and Alex) 

Predict what the free gift will be after Bruno says, “Poppy Rose will have a fit.” 

Chapter 6: How well do Jeff and Bruno follow Tilly’s instruction to “look after” some grumpy classmates? 

Why do the kids listen more to Bruno than to Jeff, the one who is actually making more sense? (Inference) 

What could Jeff mean by “I’ll teach him” on page 52? (Synthesis) 

Would this be a good place for the story to end? Why/ why not? (Effect of the cliff hanger) 
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Day 6, Chapter 7 

 

*Plot Summary: This chapter may mess with your mind when you read how irrational Tilly is about her former 

pet dragon. You are left asking, “What’s real and what isn’t?” 

 

*Draw upon students’ experiences: Have you ever had something scary happen at night or in the dark that you 

could then laugh about when there was light? 

 

*Teaching Point: Readers assess how characters are beginning to change from the way they were at the 

beginning of the book. Use the chart from Day 1 as a reference. 

 

*Discuss the story: How did being in the dark affect Jeff’s perception of creepy stuff? 

Why did Tilly shriek about the opened trap door? (Synthesis) 

What surprising statement does Sally make regarding Tilly on page 59? (See teaching point.) 

 

*Writing option: Was Poppy Rose correct in saying Bruno and Jeff were jealous of each other? 

 

Day 7, Chapters 8 and 9 

  

*Plot Summary:  Reactions to the “free gift” are priceless in chapter eight. Will the kids learn any lessons from 

the disappointment?  Chapter 9: What color would you paint a swinging bridge? Is a fairy tale finish possible if 

there’s a castle in the works? This last chapter contains many happy endings, including attitude changes and 

huge accomplishments. 

 

*New or important words: “spill the beans” (p.74) 

 

*Teaching Point: Readers assess the value of the author’s use of alliteration on pages 64 and 69. Then, 

in chapter 9, readers will notice when the author gives information/details though the narrator (like the first 

sentence for example) and when important information comes from characters’ dialogue (such as when Jeff told 

Mr. Bronski, “You’re not the only one who likes manure. Sales are booming.”). 

 

*Discuss the story: 

How fickle kids can be. In the last chapter the kids seemed to adore Bruno and his dragon knowledge but now 

they g_______, g_______, g________, and g_________. 

Who shows empathy on page 65? 

How did Jeff use Mrs. Frank’s statement about politeness in his favor? (p.70) (Synthesis) 

Why will Mr. Bronski not get in trouble for accepting and using the bags of manure? (Inference) 

What were you thinking when you read that the principal thought the children were so kind? (p.70) (Evaluation) 

How much money will be added to the playground fund from the sale of 12 bags to Mrs. Frank and the sale of 

eight bags to Jeff?  Each bag sold for $.25.  (A total of $5.) 

 

Chapter 9: Besides helping plants perk up in the atrium, what else got perked up by the manure? (p.25) 

Discuss/analyze Mr. Bronski’s words, “Work done for love is not a bother.” (p.77) 

What did the kids learn about working together for a common goal? (Inference) 

Do you think the kids will be bored at recess anymore? 

What do you think about digging a moat in sand? Will it work if Tilly is in charge? 

Would your parents be able to help construct a wooden playground? 
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