
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Amazing Sharks       Level: Q       ISBN:  978-1-56784-238-8     Publisher:  Newbridge   
 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 
 

How many of you think you know something about sharks?  Well. you are going to learn some 

more information about sharks.  Take a look on the inside cover at the table of contents to see 

what topics you will learn about.  Let's look at page 6 and 7.  On these pages, there is a shark 

with labels.  What did you learn from the labels?  Now let's look for other features that will 

help you understand more about sharks. 

 
Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):  adapt (2) prehistoric (4)   impulse (12)  senseless (14) 

*Unusual aspect of text (V):  pages 4, 8, 16 (in Amazing Fact) look at pronunciation keys and  

how to use them 
 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

 
 During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

How many species of sharks are there? 

What else does a shark’s mouth do other than eat? 

What are denticles? 

Name three sharks that have unusual patterns to help them blend in to their environment. 

Why would a shark want to blend into its environment?  

Name 2-3 things you know about baby sharks. 

How are humans hurting the shark population? 

Let each child create a question from the reading for the rest of the group to answer. 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Find the author's purpose for writing this book.  You will need to 

summarize the information first.  Be more specific than “to inform you about sharks”.  Use 

evidence from the text to support your thinking. 


