Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: Who Would Win: Whale vs Giant Squid   Level: Q   ISBN: 97805453017320  Publisher: Scholastic
Teaching Point: Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)








Day 1 (pages 3-15)
*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)


This book is called Who Would Win? Whale vs. Giant Squid. It is a mix between a fictional story and a nonfiction text. Have you read any who would win books before? This book asks the question, "If a sperm whale and giant squid fought in the ocean who would win?" Then it gives you facts about each animal. At the end of the book, you will read a short fictional story about a fight between the two animals. Before you read let's talk about some things you might already know about these animals. Who do you think will win? What makes you say that? 


We are going to use text features to help us better understand the text. I want you to look at pages 8 and 9. What type of text features do you notice? (headings, pictures/captions, text boxes) Turn to pages 14 and 15. What type of text features do you notice? (headings, diagrams, photographs, text boxes) As you read, make sure you pay attention to all text features to help you understand the information in the book. 
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V)

scientific words: Physeter macrocephalus (pg 4) Architeuthis dux (pg 6) 
vocabulary: mollusk (pg 6) cephalopod (pg 6) scrimshaw (12) 
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

text features throughout book
Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)
Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)
Discussion Questions
· How did the different text features help you in your reading? Were there any text features that you had difficulty understanding? 
· What are some facts that you learned while reading? 

· What facts did you find most interesting? 

· What do whales eat? What do squids eat? 

· Which animal is bigger? Where did you find this information in the book? 

· If you were to guess, who do you think would win? Why do you think that? What facts from the text support that prediction? 

Writing Connection:
Write a prediction: If a sperm whale and squid fought, who would win? Why do you think that? 
Title: Who Would Win: Whale vs Giant Squid   Level: Q   ISBN: 97805453017320  Publisher: Scholastic
Teaching Point: Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)








Day 2 (pages 16-31)
*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)


Review facts from yesterday. What did you learn? What did you find interesting? We are reading to find out who will win in a fight between a whale and a squid. What were your predictions from yesterday? What did you read that made you think that? 

Today we will finish the book. We will continue to see text features that will help us understand the text and give us additional information. Make sure you pay close attention to all of the different text features that you come across. At the end of the book we will also read a fictional story of the fight. Let's read to find out if our predictions are correct. 
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V)

petroleum (pg 16) Nantucket (pg 16) echolocation (pg 22) maneuvers (30)
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
text features throughout book

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)
Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)
Discussion Questions
· How did the different text features help you in your reading? Were there any text features that you had difficulty understanding? 

· What are some facts that you learned while reading? 

· What facts did you find most interesting? 

· What is echolocation? What other animals use echolocation? Where did you find this information? 

· What were some of the fiction and nonfiction books about whales and squids that were mentioned in this book? 

· In the end who won the fight? Describe the fight. Was it an easy victory? What were some of the animal's features that helped it win? What were some of the features the squid used during the fight?  
· Will a whale always win the fight? How do we know? (page 22)


Writing Connection:

If you were the author, how would you have written the end? What would happen during the fight? Who would win? 
