Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: The Constitution of the United States of America  Author: Christine Taylor-Butler  Level: Q   ISBN: 0-531-14779-7

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)









Day 1

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapters 1 & 2

Ask students why it is important for classrooms to have classroom rules. Explain to students that our country is similar to our classrooms; in order for things to run smoothly and peacefully, it is important that we have rules. The Constitution of the United States of America is the important piece of paper that lists our country’s rules. 

Go over the table of contents and the glossary. Remind students to use the glossary when they come across words in big and bold that they are unfamiliar with. 

Before they read, prompt students to think about what the Constitution created and why was it important that we have one. 

Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)   taxes (8)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers of nonfiction have to remember the main ideas and be able to summarize what they learned


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

· What was the Articles of Confederation? Why didn’t it work for our country? (pgs.14-15)

· Why do you think the country was having money problems? (p.16)

· Look over page 17, why is James Madison an important leader of the United States? 

· What were some of the things the constitution created? Why do you think these were important to have? (p. 8-9)


Assignment:
--Briefly touch back to how classroom rules are similar to our Constitution. 

Ask students to think of another example in their lives where rules are important. How is this similar to our Constitution? 

Title: The Constitution of the United States of America  Author: Christine Taylor-Butler  Level: Q  ISBN: 0-531-14779-7

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)









Day 2
*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapters 3 & 4

In the next couple chapters we will read about the Constitutional Convention, this was the meeting where all the important people from each state met to discuss the rules/laws that should be created for our government. There was a lot of arguing and it took a long time for the men to agree on the same rules.  As you read, think about the different reasons the men had difficulty agreeing. 

Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V) delegates (21), objected (26), compromise (27), unanimous (30)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers of nonfiction have to remember the main ideas and be able to summarize what they learned

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

· Why do you think the delegates decided to keep the meetings private? (pg

· Who did they decide should be the first president? And why? (pg 23)

· Why did the big states and small states have difficulty agreeing on the same laws? (pg. 26 and 28)

· What was the Great Compromise? What did it help decide? (pg. 27)

· What does it mean to be treated equally? Should everyone be treated equally and fairly?

· What was the Three-Fifths Compromise? Was everyone considered equal back then? How do you know? (pg. 29)


Assignment:
Briefly explain how classroom rules are similar to our Constitution. Why is it important that our country has one? 
Title: The Constitution of the United States of America  Author: Christine Taylor-Butler  Level: Q   ISBN: 0-531-14779-7

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 5

Recap quickly what the students have learned so far. 

Explain to the students that our government is made up of 3 parts or branches, they are the legislative, executive and judicial. The delegates did this so that no group can become too powerful; it keeps the government balanced because the three groups have to agree.  As you read, you will learn about the three branches of the government and how new laws can be created or changed by creating something called an amendment. 

Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V) supreme and federal courts (37), overturned (40)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers of nonfiction have to remember the main ideas and be able to summarize what they learned.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

· What are the three branches of the government and what do they do? (p.36)

· How does the diagram on page 36 help us better understand the three branches of government?

· What is an amendment? Why do you think the delegates wanted to allow people to be able to change or add new laws to the constitution? (p. 38) 

· What do we call the first 10 amendments? Why are they an important part of our law? (39)

· Did any of the new information you learned changed the way you think about our government? Why or why not?


Assignment:
Did anything surprise you (new/unknown) about our government? Write about something you learned from this or found interesting. 
