Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  Our Solar System  Level: Q        ISBN:978145007088       Publisher: Navigator 
Teaching Point: Good readers use the text features to help them better understand the story. 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

What do you know about our Solar System? How many planets are there? Who is closest to the Earth? What do you know about the Sun? Why is the Sun important? We will learn about Earth’s neighbors and explore the Sun in this book. 

What would you like to know about or solar system?

Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) helium 5   hydrogen 5 orbit 6 gravity 6 rotation 7
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
As you read today, please use the pictures, captions, and diagrams (text features) to help you better understand the story. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading: (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Turn to page 6 and 7. What does the pictures explain to us?  What other text features are useful? 
· Discussion Questions
How many days on Earth equal one day for Mercury? The red planet is the nickname for…. Which planet’s obit is farthest from the sun?  How is Venus like Earth? How is different? What is Ch. 2 mostly about? (the 4 inner planets and what they are like.) Why is not possible to live on Venus? 
Ch.3 – Which planet has the stormiest weather in the solar system? Which planets are made of rock? Why would you weigh two and half times on your Earth weight on Jupiter?  Why did he author include a trick to remember the names of the planets in the book? 

Ch. 4/5Why are moving balls of dust, ice, and rock called? How does an asteroid become a meteorite? When a meteorite hits Earth, it hits with a…. The chapter …unanswered questions…is mostly about… (30)

Writing Connection: Name 3 interesting facts that you learned about the Solar System. Or,
Pick on planet that you would like to further to study and learn about. Why did you pick that planet? What do you want to learn?
