Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:_Finding the Titanic_Level:_Q _ISBN:_978-0-590-47230-2_Publisher:__Scholastic_

Teaching Point: _Readers use Text features to help them understand nonfiction             Day 1 ch. 1-3

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

This story is about the most famous shipwreck, the Titanic.  What do you already know about the Titanic? It was supposedly an unsinkable ship.  You will be reading about Robert Ballard, a famous underwater explorer who found the titanic.  
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) lounge (15) distress (21)
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V) this is written in a diary format.  
Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart): How does the diary format help you to better understand the text?  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

The diary format gives you a timeline of the events.  Let’s start a timeline of our own.  

· Discussion Questions
When was the 1st voyage? April 1912

How many people were on board?

How far down did the Titanic sink?

What was the name of the underwater sled they used to find the Titanic?

What did Argo Do?

Who was sailing to the US? Why

How tall was the titanic?

Who was loaded into the lifeboats first?

Was Ruth in the same boat with her mom and brothers?


Writing Connection:
Write a brief paragraph about how you think Ruth felt when the Titanic sank

Title:_Finding the Titanic_Level:_Q _ISBN:_978-0-590-47230-2_Publisher:__Scholastic_

Teaching Point: _Readers use Text features to help them understand nonfiction         Day 2 ch. 4-6 & epilogue


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

This story is about the most famous shipwreck, the Titanic.  What do you already know about the Titanic? It was supposedly an unsinkable ship.  You will be reading about Robert Ballard, a famous underwater explorer who found the titanic.  

Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V) Argo’s (32) funnels (34) portholes (38) chandelier (42)

· Unusual aspect of text layout (V) this is written in a diary format.  

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart): How does the diary format help you to better understand the text?  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

The diary format gives you a timeline of the events.  Let’s finish our timeline of events.  

· Discussion Questions

Where was the lifeboat headed?

Name the ship that picked up the people in the lifeboats

Ruth was cold and wet.  How did that happen?

What happened when Ruth was reunited with her family?

Were there any other survivors found?

When did Robert return to the Titanic?
What did they ride to get down to the Titanic?

What did they notice about some of the portholes?

What was it like looking at all those objects from the titanic?


Writing Connection:
Write a brief paragraph about how you would feel if you discovered a shipwreck.  
