Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:_______D-Day Landings ______________________Level:_Q______ISBN:___978-0-7566-0275-8 _____________Publisher:___DK Publishing____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)
In this book you are going to read about the D-Day landings on the beach of Normandy during WW II.  You will learn about the plans for the battle and the preparations the US, British, and Canadian armies took to complete their mission.

*Discuss pictures (M)  In this book there are small text boxes on the sides of the story.  These text boxes go into more detail about what happened in the story.  They are all throughout this story.  Make sure you read these to get a better understanding of the text.
*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
Adolf Hitler, Poland, Normandy, Axis, Allies, Hawaii

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)  Do you have any background information about WW II?  Why were we fighting?  What happened during WW II to the Jewish people in Europe?
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)  conquered, invasion, recapture, vital, liberating

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  This story has photographs and pictures in it to give you a better understanding of D-Day.
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

When you are reading think about any questions you have about WW II and the battle.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(4-5) What war is this book about?

(6-7) Name some Allied countries.  Name some Axis countries.

(8-9) Where did they decide is the best place to land the troops?

(10-11) How did the soldiers practice for war?

(12-13) How did they prepare for battle?


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

How did the items on the side of the story help you get a better understanding for what you read?  Did some of your questions get answered by using the side notes?

Writing Connection (optional):  How would it feel to prepare for war?
Title:_______D-Day Landings ___14-21___________________Level:_Q______ISBN:___978-0-7566-0275-8 _____________Publisher:___DK Publishing____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M) Today we are going to continue to read about how they prepared for the battle.  We are going to learn about how they had to keep their mission top secret so the German army would not find out about their secret invasion.






*Discuss pictures (M)  Focus on the photos during your reading of this chapter.  How do they help you?
*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 Calais, Operation Fortitude


*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)  Tell me about a time when you had to keep a secret.  Why was it important to keep the secret?
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)  rehearsal, censored, invasion

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  Focus on the pictures in this portion of the story.  How do they help you?  They should help you understand how they were able to hide items and not have the Nazis see them from airplanes.
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

What was the importance of hiding the tanks and other items from the Nazi Army?

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(14-15) Why was Operation Overload a gamble?  (16-17) What are Bigbobs? Where did they hide the real trucks and tanks?

(19) What did the Allied planes bomb?  Did they fake out Hitler?

(20) How did they use the radio?

(21) What did the Axis do to protect itself?


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

How did the photos help you understand this portion of the story?  Did it give you a better understanding of how they hide the tanks and trucks?

Writing Connection (optional):  Select a photo from this portion of the story.  Write about what is happening in the picture.
Title:_______D-Day Landings ___Pages 22-29_____________Level:_Q______ISBN:___978-0-7566-0275-8 _______Publisher:___DK Publishing____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)  In this portion of the story you are going to read about the attack.  They are finally able to reach the beach and you are going to read to see what happens when they hit the beach.




*Discuss pictures (M)  The pictures in this portion of the book help you understand what is happening on the beaches during the attacks.

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 Operation Neptune, Seine Bay


*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)  Have you ever seen a movie or read a book about a war?  Use that knowledge to help you understand the battle that was going on during this portion of the book.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)  assembled, swiftly, paratroopers, confusion, tremendous


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  The side boxes continue to talk about other aspects of the story to help you better understand.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Can you visualize when you read about what it would be like to actually be there on the beach?  Try to imagine what it would be like to enter the beach and not know what will happen to you.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(22) What disaster happened?

(23) What did Eisenhower decide to do?

(24) Who reached Normandy first?

(25) How did the troops communicate?

(26) What did the bombers want to destroy?

(27) How long did the attack last?

(28-29) What was the lucky mistake?


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Were you able to visualize what was happening when the troops entered the beach? How do you think they felt?  Why would they have felt this way?

Writing Connection (optional):  Write about a time when you were afraid.  What did you do?  Were you able to get through it?  How?
Title:_______D-Day Landings ___30-39___________________Level:_Q______ISBN:___978-0-7566-0275-8 _____________Publisher:___DK Publishing____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M) Today we are going to continue to read about the battles that the troops had to fight to be able to take over the beaches.  We will continue to learn about the causalities that occurred and what it took to overtake the German Army.

*Discuss pictures (M)  Focus on the photos during your reading of this chapter.  How do they help you?

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 Omaha, Soviet, Polish


*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)  Continue to think about the movies and books that you have read that have talked about times of war.  Are they similar or different to these battles?
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)  demolition, obstacles, casualties, bombardments, grenades, fortifications, surrendered

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  Focus on the pictures in this portion of the story.  How do they help you?  

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

What was the importance of including all of this information in the text?  Why do you think they talked so specifically about each battle?

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(30-31) Did many die coming ashore?  (32-33) What happened if a soldier fell over?
(35) How did the troops break through German defenses? How many troops died?

(36-37) What happened at Juno beach?  (38-39) why was Hitler slow to move troops into battle?  Did Allie troops succeed in their mission?


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Can you summarize what happened at each beach that you read about today?  Why do you think the author included so much about each battle?

Writing Connection (optional):  Compare two battles from two different beaches.  How were they alike?  How were they different?
Title:_______D-Day Landings _____Pg 40-48____________Level:_Q______ISBN:___978-0-7566-0275-8 _____________Publisher:___DK Publishing____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)  We will finish up reading the book today.  We will learn what happens after the war.  We will also read about what happens to end the war with Japan.






*Discuss pictures (M)  Look at page 47.  What is happening in this picture?

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 Berlin, Hungary, Mulberry, Resistance, Rhine, Hiroshima, Nagasaki


*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)  Have you ever attended a parade for veterans?  Most of the time we have these parades during the 4th of July or Memorial day.  

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)  concrete, temporary, sabotaging, authorities, liberate, commemorations, dramatic


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  Pages 48 and 49 have a glossary and an index.  How can these help you?  Why were they included in this book?

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

When you are reading think about what connections you can make either a text to text, text to self, or text to world.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(40-41) Why did they lay pipeline?  (42) What is the Resistance?  (44) When did Germany surrender?  What do they call that day? (45) What did the US do to make Japan surrender? (46) What do the white crosses symbolize? (48) What does the word shrapnel mean?  Use the glossary.


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What connections did you make?  Were you able to make one, two, or three?  How did that help you understand what you read better?

Writing Connection (optional):  Write a letter to a veteran.  
