Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:___What Was Pearl Harbor? ____Pages 1-10______________________Level:__P_____ISBN:_978-0-448-46462-6 _______________Publisher:__Grosset and Dunlap_____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)  In this book we are going to learn about what happened at Pearl Harbor.  Pearl Harbor is a military base in Hawaii.  During the time of WW II Pearl Harbor was bombed by the Japanese.  We are going to read to learn about why and how this occurred.

*Discuss pictures (M) Look at the pictures on pages 3, 4, 6, 7, and 9.  What can you learn about this book from just looking at those pages.
*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 Oahu, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Japanese

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Have you ever seen pictures of Hawaii on TV, the Internet, or in books?  What does it look like there?  Where is Hawaii located?

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) armored, tensions, barracks, torpedo

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  This text has many pictures in it.  Because of this it helps you understand what is happening in the text and be able to get a visual picture of what happened during Pearl Harbor.
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

While you are reading think about what questions you still have about Pearl Harbor after reading the introduction.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(1) What was the purpose of the Pearl Harbor military base?

(5) What was the result of those bombings?

(8) What was the damage?


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What questions do you still have after reading the introduction?  We are going to fill out a KWL chart as we go along reading this text.  How can we fill that in with information you have learned while reading this portion of the book?

Writing Connection (optional):  Write one fact you learned about Pearl Harbor from reading the introduction.
Title:___What Was Pearl Harbor? ____Pages 10-19______________________Level:__P_____ISBN:_978-0-448-46462-6 _______________Publisher:__Grosset and Dunlap_____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)  We are going to read chapter one today.  In this chapter we are going to read about what happened to make Japan bomb Pearl Harbor.  We are also going to read about the president at the time and the emperor of Japan.  

*Discuss pictures (M) Look at the pictures on pages 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19.  What can you learn about this book from just looking at those pages.

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
Nazi, Germany, Netherlands, Franklin Roosevelt, Eleanor, Great Depression, constitution, Europe, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, Cambodia, Philippines, Indochina, Hirohito


*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

What are some things you know about the Nazis?  Have you read books or seen movies about the Nazis?
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) dictator, conquer, democracies, polio, surrendered, society, Prime Minister

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  This text has many pictures in it.  Because of this it helps you understand what is happening in the text and be able to get a visual picture of what happened during Pearl Harbor.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

While you are reading try to make inferences about why Roosevelt did not want to go to war at this time.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(10-11) Who did the US think they were enemies with?
(12-13) Tell me about Franklin Roosevelt.

(14) Why did Americans want to stay out of war?

(17) Why did Roosevelt move a fleet to Hawaii?

(18) What’s a trade embargo?

(19) What can you tell me about Hirohito?


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What inferences did you make about why the US did not want to go to war?  We are going to fill out a KWL chart as we go along reading this text.  How can we fill that in with information you have learned while reading this portion of the book?


Writing Connection (optional):  Write about what you would have done as Roosevelt.  Would you have gone to war before the bombing of Pearl Harbor?  Why or why not?
Title:___What Was Pearl Harbor? ____Chp 2______________________Level:__P_____ISBN:_978-0-448-46462-6 _______________Publisher:__Grosset and Dunlap_____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)  In this chapter we are going to learn about how Japan planned to bomb Pearl Harbor.  We are going to find out how they had information about the United States and how they could use that information against the US.
*Discuss pictures (M) Look at the pictures on pages 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26.  What can you learn about this book from just looking at those pages.

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
Philippines, Isoroku Yamamoto, Imperial Navy


*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

What are some things you know about Japan?  Do you know where it is located?  Do you think it would be easy to travel that long on ships to get to Pearl Harbor?
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) tensions, cigar-shaped, missiles, Admiral, economy, engineers

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  This text has many pictures in it.  Because of this it helps you understand what is happening in the text and be able to get a visual picture of what happened during Pearl Harbor.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

While you are reading I want to you think about how you can summarize this chapter.  How can you summarize how the Japanese planned to attack Pearl Harbor?

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(20) Why was Pearl Harbor attack proof?  (22) How did Yamamoto know about the US?  (24) How did Japan plan to attack Pearl Harbor? (27) What happened to Yamamoto?

*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Summarize how the Japanese planned to attack Pearl Harbor.

Writing Connection (optional):  Why do you think the Japanese planned an air attack?
Title:___What Was Pearl Harbor? ____Chp 3______________________Level:__P_____ISBN:_978-0-448-46462-6 _______________Publisher:__Grosset and Dunlap_____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M) In this chapter you are going to read about how Japan was able to take their ships into ocean without the US knowing what they were doing.

*Discuss pictures (M) Look at the pictures on pages 29, 30, 31, 34, 35.  What can you learn about this book from just looking at those pages.

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
Vice Admiral, Nagumo, Prime Minister Tojo, Mt. Niitake


*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Have you ever had to do something in secret?  How did it make you feel?  Were you able to do it without anyone knowing what you were doing?

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) ambassador, route, fleet, submarines, convoy


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  This text has many pictures in it.  Because of this it helps you understand what is happening in the text and be able to get a visual picture of what happened during Pearl Harbor.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

While you read try to make some inferences about the Japanese Navy and their leaders.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(28) How did the aircraft carriers leave without anyone knowing?

(32) What were the submarines used for?  (33) What happened if Japan and the US made an agreement?  (35) What did climb Mt. Niitaka mean?


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What inferences were you able to make about the Japanese Navy?  The Japanese leaders?


Writing Connection (optional):  Write about a secret that you had to keep.  How did it make you feel to keep the secret?  Did anyone find out about the secret?  What happened?
Title:___What Was Pearl Harbor? ____Chp 4______________________Level:__P_____ISBN:_978-0-448-46462-6 _______________Publisher:__Grosset and Dunlap_____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)  In this chapter we are going to read about the beginnings of the attack on Pearl Harbor.  We are going to learn about how the US missed many of the signs that could have saved many lives.  

*Discuss pictures (M) Look at the pictures on pages 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45.  What can you learn about this book from just looking at those pages.

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
Commander Mitsuo, Fuchida, Oahu, Bushido code


*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Have you ever been in a situation where something was happening and you just ignored it at first?  Then you realized maybe you should have paid more attention to that when it was happening and there was a consequence to you ignoring it.  We are going to read about this on a larger scale.  We are going to read about how the US had warning signs and ignored them at first and it cost many lives to be lost.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) buoy, commence, blip, Tora


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  In this section of the book there are actual photographs of Pearl Harbor.  Look at these photographs and see what inferences you can make about that day.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

What inferences can you make after reading this chapter?  Use the photographs in this chapter to help you make inferences about that day on Pearl Harbor.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(36) Why did Fuchida wear a red shirt?  (39) What was the buoy?  (41) Why did the US not attack right away?  (42) When the officer reported the planes why did they do nothing?  (43) How many planes did they send? (46) What’s the Bushido code?


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What inferences did you make after reading this chapter?  How did the actual photographs help you?


Writing Connection (optional):  Why did they include photographs from Pearl Harbor in this chapter of the book?

Title:___What Was Pearl Harbor? ____Chp 5______________________Level:__P_____ISBN:_978-0-448-46462-6 _______________Publisher:__Grosset and Dunlap_____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)  In this chapter we are going to read about the different types of airplanes the Japanese used for the attack.  We are also going to read about what the US sailors were doing at the time of the attack.

*Discuss pictures (M) Look at the pictures on pages 48, 49, 52.  What can you learn about this book from just looking at those pages.

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
Admiral Kimmel


*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Have you ever ridden on an airplane before?  What was it like?  If you haven’t, have you seen them before or seen what it is like on TV or in a movie?  What can you image riding in an airplane would be like?  What would you feel or think during your flight?

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) hulls, admiral, starched, pillars, veer


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  This text has many pictures in it.  Because of this it helps you understand what is happening in the text and be able to get a visual picture of what happened during Pearl Harbor.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

While you are reading determine the importance of why they included what the US troops were doing at the time of the attack.  Think about how this information helps you and why the author would include it in this chapter of the book.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(48) What were many sailors doing?  (50) What did the sailors think the planes were doing at first?  (54) What was special about the Zeroes?  (55) What did Vals do?  (55) What did Kates do?


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What was the importance of including the information about what the sailors were doing at the time of the attack?  Why do you think the author included this in this chapter specifically?


Writing Connection (optional):  If you could take a plane somewhere where would you go?  Why?

Title:___What Was Pearl Harbor? ____Chp 6______________________Level:__P_____ISBN:_978-0-448-46462-6 _______________Publisher:__Grosset and Dunlap_____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)  In this chapter we are going to read about what happened in the first 15 minutes of the attack.  We are going to read about how many men lost their life in that short amount of time and why.

*Discuss pictures (M) Look at the pictures on pages 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 67, 68, 69.  What can you learn about this book from just looking at those pages.

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
Oglala, Hickam Wheeler, Bellows, Ewa


*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Was there a time when you had to be brave?  How did it feel before, during and after the situation?  How did it help the situation?  Did you have any other emotions while you were being brave?

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) destruction, capsized, tragically, ammunition, stunned


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  This text has many pictures in it.  Because of this it helps you understand what is happening in the text and be able to get a visual picture of what happened during Pearl Harbor.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

While you are reading see how many connections you can make to this chapter.  Can you make a text to self, text to world, or text to text connection?


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(56) What happened in the first 15 minutes?  (59) How many men died on the Oklahoma?  Why?  (61) Why did they bomb the planes?  (65) What happened when they ammunition exploded?  (66) What was unique about ehe men on the Arizona?  (68-69) What did they have on the Arizona?


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What connections were you able to make with this portion of the book?  Did you make a text to self?  Text to world?  Text to text?

Writing Connection (optional):  Write about one of the pictures from this chapter.  What is happening in the picture?
Title:___What Was Pearl Harbor? ____Chp 7-8______________________Level:__P_____ISBN:_978-0-448-46462-6 _______________Publisher:__Grosset and Dunlap_____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)  Today we are going to read two chapters out of our book.  In these two chapters we are going to read about how the US troops fought back and how long it took for the US troops to position themselves to fight back against the Japanese.   

*Discuss pictures (M) Look at the pictures on pages 70, 71, 73, 74, 75.  What can you learn about this book from just looking at those pages.

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
Commander Cassin Young, Vestal, Dorie Miller, Kaneohe


*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Have you ever had to fight for something that you believed in?  In this chapter the US troops are fight for their lives and protecting the US ships.  When was a time that you had to fight for something that you really wanted?  How did it make you feel?

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) ablaze, barracks, antiaircraft, cockpit, staggering, beaching


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  This text has many pictures in it.  Because of this it helps you understand what is happening in the text and be able to get a visual picture of what happened during Pearl Harbor.  There is also a picture of a clock.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

While you are reading I want you to visualize the US troops.  Think about what they are doing and what emotions they are having at the time of these two chapters.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(70) When the sailors jumped into the water what happened?  (72) How long did it take until the US troops were reading to fight back?  (74) Why did the US not lose any aircraft carriers?  (75) Was Japan successful?  (76-77) What did Young do?  (79) What startled Fuchida?  (80) How did troops fight back?


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Tell me about what you visualized while you were reading these two chapters.  How did that help you understand these two chapters better?  How did that help you understand what the US troops were experiencing at this time?


Writing Connection (optional):  Why do you think they included a clock in these chapters?  What did they symbolize?

Title:___What Was Pearl Harbor? ____Chp 9______________________Level:__P_____ISBN:_978-0-448-46462-6 _______________Publisher:__Grosset and Dunlap_____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)  In this chapter we are going to read about some brave men who were traveling home from a party and decided to do something very dangerous to help their country out.  
*Discuss pictures (M) Look at the pictures on pages 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89.  What can you learn about this book from just looking at those pages.

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
Haleiwa, Mrs. Earle


*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

When is time you helped out a friend?  How did it feel?  How did it make your friend feel?
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) tuxedos, vastly, citizens

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  This text has many pictures in it.  Because of this it helps you understand what is happening in the text and be able to get a visual picture of what happened during Pearl Harbor.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

While you read determine the importance of what the citizens of Hawaii did to help out others?  Why would the author include how regular people helped out during the attack?


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(82) What did Taylor and Welch do?  (85) How many planes did they shoot down?  (86) How did many men help out?  (88) What did they do in schools?


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What was the importance of including the stories about how citizens and soldiers helped others during this tragic day?  Why do you think the author created a chapter just about this?


Writing Connection (optional):  Why would men risk their lives for others during the attack?  Would you have done the same?
Title:___What Was Pearl Harbor? ____Chp 10 and The Timelines ______________________Level:__P_____ISBN:_978-0-448-46462-6 _______________Publisher:__Grosset and Dunlap_____________


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M) In this chapter we are going to conclude the book.  We are going to learn about what happened after the Pearl Harbor attacks and what happened to many men and women in Japan.  We are also going to look at the back of the book where there are several timelines and learn how this helps us when we read.  We will also complete our KWL chart to see what we have learned after reading this book about Pearl Harbor. 

*Discuss pictures (M) Look at the pictures on pages 91, 94, 97, 98, 99, 100, 102, 103.  What can you learn about this book from just looking at those pages.

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
Nazis, Harry Truman, Hiroshima, Nagasaki


*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Have you ever used a timeline before?  What are they used for?  How are they helpful?  
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) congress, infamy, deliberately, dishonorable, Allies, suspicion, seized, atomic bomb

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  This text has many pictures in it.  Because of this it helps you understand what is happening in the text and be able to get a visual picture of what happened during Pearl Harbor.  The end of this chapter there are several timelines that will help you understand what you have read in this book.  They will also help you complete our KWL chart.
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

While reading think about any questions that you still have about Pearl Harbor?  Think about any questions you still have about WW II.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives

(90) Why do you think the US entered WW II?  (91) What did Americans think?  (93) What did women do?  (94) What happened to many Japanese Americans?  (96) When did the fighting in Europe end?  (96) What did the US do in Japan?  (99) What happened after the bomb was dropped?  (101) Why do they not want to use the atomic bomb ever again?  Are the US and Japan now allies?


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What questions do you still have after reading this chapter and looking at the timelines?  What are some strategies or place you can go to answer these questions?


Writing Connection (optional):  Create a timeline of your own from the events we read about in this book.
