Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: The Falcon            Level: P             ISBN: 0 7635 7443 0            Publisher: Harcourt Achieve Inc.

DAY 1: Chapters 1-3 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)
· Summary/Student’s experiences: In this story, two brothers are camping. Has anyone here ever gone camping? Did you see any wild animals? The boys in this story find a wounded [hurt] bird; it is too hurt to fly. The two boys want to help it, but they don’t know how. In this story they must find a way to help it. 

· Unfamiliar vocabulary: Falcon—Discuss what a falcon is (a very large, strong bird, etc.). Falcons must be able to fly in order to catch food (small birds and animals). Falcons have talons (claws)—look at a picture to see what talons are.

· Pictures: Let’s look at a picture of a real falcon (optional) 

   On page 23, there is a picture of the falcon. Look at how big it is in comparison to the people.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

· New words: Falcon

        Talons (p. 8)


        Menacing (p. 8)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

· Inferences: What inferences can you make about what will happen to this falcon if no one figures out how to help it?

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Questions: What is wrong with the falcon? (broken wing, sick, hurt, etc.)

The falcon has no food or water (p. 16). What inferences did you come up with about what will happen to the falcon if no one helps it?
Based on the story so far, can you infer that the falcon is going to get help?


      
Writing Connection (optional):
Title: The Falcon            Level: P             ISBN: 0 7635 7443 0            Publisher: Harcourt Achieve Inc.

DAY 2: Chapters 4-end
Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

· Review Day 1: Remember that the two boys in our story wanted to help a falcon. What did they try? (walking over to it to pick it up in a coat) What did we infer will happen to the falcon if it doesn’t get help? (starve to death) What did the boys’ dad do to try to help? (called a service that works with animals)
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

· New words: Raptor (p. 20, 21)
        Puzzled (p. 20)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

· Questions: Good readers ask questions as they read. These questions ask why the characters did what they did and what affect their actions had.  

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Questions: Why did the boys want to help it? (they cared about it, they knew it could die, etc.)

What affect did this have on the boys? (they were too worried to eat, they asked their dad to help,       etc)


      What did they do to get help? (the dad called a special animal service)


      What affect did this have on the bird? (it received help, the people took it away, etc.)

      Why did the animal service call the boys later on? (they wanted the boys to see the bird released     

      back into the wild, they wanted to let the boys know the bird was okay, etc.)
      


Writing Connection (optional):

