Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Day One: Pages 7-20
Title:  
Fire at the Triangle Factory
   Level: P
ISBN: 978-0-87614-970-6
    Publisher: Lerner
Teaching Point: Good readers think about the plot of the story (setting, characters, conflict and resolution).


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

In this story we will be reading about an actual event that happened in history.  The Triangle Shirtwaist Company in New York City was an actual factory that caught fire in 1911. The characters in this story are made-up, however their story could have been someone actually in that fire. This type of story would be classified as historical fiction.  Some of the main topics in this story include laws for our safety and being prejudice against another person because of their religion.  Minnie Levine comes from a Jewish family and Tessa Monnetti comes from a Catholic family. In certain countries, these two girls might never have become friends because of their different religious backgrounds. Listen as I read the Author’s Note out loud.
Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

immigrants (Author’s Note),  Jewish Sabbath (8),  shirtwaist (9),  Italian (14)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers think about the plot of the story (setting, characters, conflict and resolution).



During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Why were the shops closed on Saturday in Minnie’s neighborhood?
How young was Minnie when she first started working at the Triangle Factory?
Why did she have to hide when the inspectors came into the factory?

How many hours did she have to work?

Why would Minnie’s Papa disapprove of her friendship with Tessa?

Why do you think that the factory had bits of cloth and patterns on the floor?

Writing Connection (optional):
Describe the factory.  What was it like to work in that place?  How was it unsafe?
Day Two: Pages 21- 35
Title:  
Fire at the Triangle Factory
   Level: P
ISBN: 978-0-87614-970-6
    Publisher: Lerner

Teaching Point: Good readers think about the plot of the story (setting, characters, conflict and resolution).



Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Review the story so far.  Turn and talk to your neighbor about the work conditions in the factory that made it unsafe.  What do you think will happen if a fire starts in the factory?  Since the factory is on the 8th and 9th floor of the building, the people would have to use the elevator or stairs to get to their job. Would it be safer to use the elevators or the stairs when there is a fire in the building? In today’s reading, the fire starts and everyone tries to find a way to safety.  Read to find out how the girls work together to escape the fire. 
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

elevators (25), university (35),  survive (31)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers think about the plot of the story (setting, characters, conflict and resolution).

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What happened when the fire started?
Why couldn’t the workers get off of the floor?

What happened at the elevator to make the girls try the stairs?

What happens to Minnie and how does Tessa help her?

Why were the people standing at the stairway doors?

Where did the girls go to escape the fire?


Writing Connection (optional):
Why do you think Minnie is afraid to use the ladder?
Day Three: Pages 36 - 47
Title:  
Fire at the Triangle Factory
   Level: P
ISBN: 978-0-87614-970-6
    Publisher: Lerner

Teaching Point: Good readers think about the plot of the story (setting, characters, conflict and resolution).



Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Turn and talk to your neighbor about the different obstacles the girls faced as they tried to get out of the building. Do you think that working together helped the girls to get off of the burning floor?  Today we will finish the book. The girls are out on the roof of the burning building but they still have to get away from the fire by climbing the ladder onto the roof of the building next door.  As you read, think about how the girls might be feeling in this situation.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers think about the plot of the story (setting, characters, conflict and resolution).

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

How did the girls finally get to safety?
Describe how the girls felt when they finally got out of the building?

What happened to Tessa?

Why was Minnie afraid that her father would be angry about where Tessa lived?

How does Minnie get her father to help Tessa?


Writing Connection (optional):

Did Minnie’s father change his mind about her friendship to Tessa?  How do you know?  Use evidence from the text to show this.
