Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  Ellen Tebbits by Beverly Cleary (Ch. 4—Day 7 & 8)      Level:  38 / P     ISBN:  978-0-380-70913-7

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

***You could break this into two days—p. 78-88 (stop with “O.K. kids,” he said.), and then p. 88-104. 
In chapter four, Ellen and Austine are going on a picnic with Austine’s family on Memorial Day.  Austine really wants to ride a horse.  They see a sign that advertises horse riding.  She thinks that Ellen already knows how to ride horses.  Find out what trouble they get into on the ride.  How do they get out of it?
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)

Part 1:  comfortable (p. 79), galloping (p. 81), oxfords (p. 82), crossly (p. 82), enviously (p. 82), 

rhododendrons (p. 83), makeshift corral (p. 85), academy (p. 86), tenderfoot (p. 87) 
Part 2:  gingerly (p. 88), stirrups (p. 90), ambled (p. 90), pedal pushers (p. 91), bridle (p. 92), plodded (p. 92),        

reproachfully (p. 98), mane (p. 99), current (p. 100), predicament (p. 101)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 
    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers think about what happened and infer what might happen next.  Infer what you think will happen during this chapter as you read.  Think about the Ellen’s problem and how she gets out of it. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.

*Write any words you may not know in your journal, or put a sticky note beside them.
After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story


-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Let’s talk about chapter four.  What happens in this chapter?
Part 1:
What made the girls feel light and carefree?

Why did Ellen want Austine to stop telling everyone that Ellen knew how to ride horses?


What is the problem?

Part 2:
What was Ellen worried about?

What happened during the horse ride?

What new secret were the girls going to keep?


What funny comparison did Ellen make at the end of the chapter?


Assignment:  Summarize the chapter (or one part the first day and one part the second day) in a few sentences.  Reread the text if there is time.  You could have the students write about an experience they may have had riding a horse.

