Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  Ellen Tebbits by Beverly Cleary (Ch. 1—Day  1& 2)      Level:  38 / P      ISBN:  978-0-380-70913-7

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

***You could break this into two days—p. 1-21, and then p. 22-38.
This is a story about Ellen Tebbits.  Ellen has a secret and she doesn’t want anyone to know it.  She must get into dance class without anyone finding out her secret.  She runs into a new girl, Austine Allen, who has move in from California.  They are both in dance with the instructor, Valerie Todd Spofford, whom she calls 

Mrs. Spofford.  See if you can figure out her secret in the first chapter, and will the other girls discover her secret?
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)

ballet (p. 10), anxious (p. 13), rigid (p. 13), gunny sack (p. 14), starched (p. 14), despised (p. 16), 

goose flesh (p. 17), vaguely (p. 18), neckerchief (p. 21), spurs (p. 22), hitch  (p. 22), glumly (p. 28), triumphantly (p. 30), encore (p. 32), astounded (p. 32), timidly (p. 35), gnomes (p. 36)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 
    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers think about what happened and infer what might happen next.  Infer what you think will happen.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.

*Write words you might not know in your journal, or put a sticky note beside them.
After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story


-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Let’s talk about chapter one.  What happens in this chapter?
Part 1:
What was Ellen doing at the beginning?

What did she do to Austine and why?
How did she feel about what she had done?

What secret was she trying to hide and why?

How did Ellen compare herself to Austine?  How were they alike? 
Part 2:
What big problem was Ellen having in dance class? 
Who arrived and complicated the problem?

How did Austine try to help Ellen?

What did Ellen discover about Austine?

What did the girls want to do after class?

What conclusion did the girls come to at the end of the chapter?


Assignment:  Summarize the chapter (or one part the first day and one part the second day) in a few sentences.  Predict what you think will happen with the girls’ secret.  Reread the text if there is time.
