Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: Cool Melons-Turn to Frogs! Level: P-38 ISBN:978-1-58430-241-4 Publisher: Lee & Low Books  Day 1

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

This is a book about the life of a famous Haiku poet, Issa, from Japan.  What do you know about haiku poetry?  Haiku poems:  17 syllables in 3 lines (first line=5 syllables, second=7 syllables, and third=5 syllables).  A haiku poem traditionally will describe a single moment in nature.  Today we are going to look at some of the poetry in this book.

Note to teacher:  This book has an author’s note at the end that could give more information about Issa and Japanese haiku.
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words:  silhouette (1), Oni-gawara (10), Buddha (17), 




*Unusual aspect of text layout:  This book has a story accompanied by poems.  Let the students look through the book and read some of the haiku poems.  Notice down the side of the page the Japanese writing for the poems Issa wrote.  Do the poems speak of one moment in nature?

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance


Readers use text structure to help understand.  This book has wonderful poems that the students need to read and think about before they will really understand the love Issa had for his poetry.  


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper-read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

After reading the poetry…


What were some of the nature topics Issa wrote about?  What poems were the hardest for you to understand?  Let’s look at those.  Were they difficult because of the vocabulary or the topic?


Assignment:   Read the poems through the book.  Try to write your own poem to share.  Remember the syllables for each line.  Choose on topic—of your own or a topic that Issa used in the book.

Title:  Cool Melons-Turn to Frogs! Level: P-38 ISBN: 978-1-58430-241-4 Publisher: Lee&Low Books Day 2

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Yesterday we read some of the poems in this book and tried to write our own haiku poems.  Today we are going to read the story about Issa’s life and how he came to be such a great Japanese master poet. The story will take us through his life starting when he was very young until his death at the age of 64.  He did not have a great life as you will see but he was persistent in his hope of being a writer.

Note to teacher:  This book has an author’s note at the end that could give more information about Issa and Japanese haiku.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words:  threshed (1), live off your father’s sweat (11), bustling (14), solace (30)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers infer theme of the story and support their thinking with evidence from the text.  What can we learn from Issa and the way he lived his life?


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about the story…

How would you describe Issa’s life after his mom died?  Do you have any personal experience to add to the part of the story about Issa and his stepmother’s relationship?  Who can retell the story of Issa’s life?

Assignment:  Read the story of Issa’s life.  Draw a picture with a caption that explains the theme of this story.  You can use actual quotes from the story to support your thinking.


















































