Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: An Immigrant Community of the 1900s by Gare Thompson   Level: 38 / P   ISBN: 978-0-7922-8686-8

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)









(Day Two)
*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

This is a book about a Japanese immigrant community in San Francisco, California in the early 1900s.  Yesterday we learned about Toru’s family, his responsibilities, and what happened when an earthquake hit Japantown in San Francisco.  By looking at the titles of the last three chapters, we will learn about rebuilding the community, new arrivals in the community, and the New Year in the community.  Read and find out what happens to Japantown after the earthquake.
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)

Show the students how to use the glossary.  Note that the words highlighted in the text can be found in the glossary.

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Point out the epilogue and tell them about the meaning.  It is information that the reader may want to know about after the story takes place.
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 
    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

*Good readers make connections with the text and create new generalizations or ideas about the topic.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.

*As you are reading, put a sticky note beside any word you may not know and we will discuss it later.
After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story


-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Chapter 3:  
Describe Japantown after the earthquake.


What is being done to help the people affected by the earthquake?



What other immigrant community groups help the Japanese in rebuilding San Francisco?



How long does it take to look like a city again?
Chapter 4:  
What happened in this chapter?


Why does the school board want the Japanese in separate schools?


Tell about “picture brides.”   Tell about Uncle and his wedding with a “picture bride.”
Chapter 5:
Tell about the New Year and how the future looks for the Japanese immigrants.


What do we learn about Toru’s family?

Epilogue:
Tell what happens according to the epilogue.  What is Toru’s family doing after 1924?


Assignment:  Reread the last three chapters and the epilogue (if you have time).  Write about what you learned about the Japanese people that immigrated to the San Francisco area.  Tell about their daily lives, their values, and if they were the kind of people that would make good citizens in our country. 
