
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was Dr. Seuss?  Level: P   ISBN: 978-0448455853  Publisher: Penguin Group 

Day One (Introduction- Ch. 1) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Book Introduction:  This book is a biography called Who Was Dr. Seuss by Janet Pascal.  It tells about 

the life of Ted Geisel (Dr. Seuss) from his creative childhood to his years in college to his career of writing 

books for children.  Let’s read the Introduction together. 

 

Day One:  Today you will meet Dr. Seuss, otherwise known as Theodor Seuss Geisel.  You will read about 

his life as a young boy growing up in Springfield, Massachusetts.  Theodor (Ted) and his family face 

several difficulties during his childhood.  Read to find out what some of those difficulties are.     

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) patriotic (pg. 8)- loyal or devoted to your country 

     Liberty bonds (pg. 8)- bought to raise money for the war 

     Prohibition (pg. 10)- a time in our country’s history when it was  

illegal (against the law) to make or buy alcohol  (context clues) 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers analyze the events that happen to characters/people to better understand how those events affect 

the people.  Today you will read about several difficulties that happen during Ted’s childhood.  Record 

those difficulties.  Then write down which difficulty you think was the hardest for Ted to face and explain 

why.  Be ready to share during our discussion time.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Ted (Dr. Seuss) wrote many fun and silly books.  How did his family inspire his ideas for the books that  

he wrote later on in his life? 

What were some difficulties Ted (and his family) faced during his childhood? 

 Which difficulty do you think was the hardest to face?  Explain. 

Why did Ted choose to go to Dartmouth College? 

 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was Dr. Seuss?  Level: P   ISBN: 978-0448455853  Publisher: Penguin Group 

Day Two (Ch. 2) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Two:  Ted enjoys life at Dartmouth College.  He likes writing for the school humor magazine, but he 

is not a very good student.  Ted ends up going to Oxford when he is done at Dartmouth.  Read to find out 

how he ends up going to school there. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) landlord (pg. 17)- the owner of the place someone rents 

     lectures (pg. 21)- speeches given by a teacher to a class 

     proposed (pg. 23)- asked someone to marry him 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make judgments about characters/people they read about.  In this chapter, you will continue to 

learn more about Ted’s personality.  You will also read that his fellow classmates at Dartmouth voted 

him “least likely to succeed.”  Based on what you have learned about Ted, do you agree with that 

statement about Ted?  Use details from the text to support your answer.  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Describe Ted as a student at Dartmouth. 

How did Ted end up going to Oxford? 

How did Helen’s comments change Ted’s life? 

Who in your life has made a positive impact on you?  Explain. 

Do you agree with the statement that Ted is “least likely to succeed”? 

 What details did you use from the text? 

 

 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was Dr. Seuss?  Level: P   ISBN: 978-0448455853  Publisher: Penguin Group 

Day Three (Ch. 3) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Three:  Ted struggles to find a job but eventually works for a magazine called Judge and later for a 

company that makes a bug killer.  Read to find out if Ted is successful in his work.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) salaries (pg. 30)- money you get paid for working for a company 

     Flit (pg. 31)- the brand name of a popular bug killer 

     Great Depression (pg. 33)- a time in our country’s history when many  

people were out of work and experiencing money difficulties 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make judgments about characters/people they read about.  In the last chapter, we talked about 

how Ted was voted “least likely to succeed.”  In today’s reading, you will read about what Ted does after 

college.  Is Ted successful in his work?  Explain using at least 2 details from the text.  Be ready to share 

during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

How did Ted get the name Dr. Seuss? 

What was Ted’s big break? 

Is Ted successful? 

 What details from the text did you use? 

How is the comment by his former classmates about being “least likely to succeed” ironic? 

Which event from this chapter was your favorite?  Why? 
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Title:  Who Was Dr. Seuss?  Level: P   ISBN: 978-0448455853  Publisher: Penguin Group 

Day Four (Ch. 4-5) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Four:  Ted is hired to illustrate a children’s book.  The first book he writes and illustrates himself is 

called And to Think I Saw It on Mulberry Street.  He continues to write books.  Read to find out if his 

books are popular.     

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) publishers (pg. 40)- companies who print books 

moral (pg. 40)- lesson 

     amuse (pg. 43)- entertain someone, make someone laugh 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers pay attentions to events that happen in a person’s life to help them understand that person 

better.  In today’s reading, some great things will happen to Ted and some disappointing things will 

happen to Ted.  As you read, write down at least 2 disappointing things that happen to Ted and at least 2 

great things that happen to Ted.  Then answer this question:  How did these events affect Ted’s 

decisions?  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What great things happened to Ted? 

 How did the great events affect Ted’s decisions? 

 Which event do you think Ted would say was the best event?  Why? 

What disappointing things happened to Ted? 

 How did the disappointments affect Ted’s decisions? 

 How do disappointments affect you? 

What do you think about Ted’s books? 

 Which Dr. Seuss books have you read? 

What did Ted mean on pg. 39- “but every word is a struggle”? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was Dr. Seuss?  Level: P   ISBN: 978-0448455853  Publisher: Penguin Group 

Day Five (Ch. 6) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Five:  Ted wants to be involved in World War II.  He is sent to Hollywood to help with SNAFU 

(Situation Normal, All Fouled Up) cartoons and several films.  He is very successful.  Read to find out 

why he decides to go back to writing children’s books.       

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) political cartoons (pg. 51)- illustrations or comic strips containing a  

message related to current events  

Oscars (pg. 55)- awards given for outstanding achievements in movies 

isolationists (pg. 57)- people who want to stay out of the problems that  

other countries face 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences to better understand peoples’ motives.  Today, you will read how Ted gets 

involved in the war effort here in the United States.  Infer why you think Ted wanted the United States to 

get involved in the war.  Use details from any of the chapters to support your answer.  Be ready to share 

during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What did Ted do to become involved in World War II? 

Why did he decide to go back to writing children’s books? 

Do you agree with the position of the isolationists?  Explain.  

Why did Ted feel so strongly about becoming involved in WWII? 

What details from the text did you use? 
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Day Six (Ch. 7) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Six:  Ted continues to write.  He is struggling with his feelings toward the Japanese, but his feelings 

change after visiting Japan with Helen.  Ted writes Horton Hears a Who!.  Soon after the book is 

published, Helen gets sick.  Read to find out what happens to her.       

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) quarrel (pg. 58)- argument 

villains (pg. 62)- bad guys 

prejudice (pg. 62)- a dislike for a people of a particular race 

honorary doctorate (pg. 65)- a degree given as an honor even though 

the person didn’t do the normal work to receive the degree 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers pay attention to events that happen in a person’s life to help them understand how that person 

changes.  In the reading today, you will learn that Ted is prejudice against Japanese people.  However, 

his opinion about the Japanese people changes.  How does his opinion change?  Why does his opinion 

change?  Use details from the text to support your answer.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What lessons can we learn from Ted and his sister’s relationship? 

Do you think it was a good idea for Ted to end his stories with a question?  Explain. 

How did Ted’s opinion about the Japanese people change? 

Why did his opinion change? 

What happened to Helen during this time?   

How did Ted respond? 
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Day Seven (Ch. 8) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Seven:  Ted is asked to write a fun beginner book to help kids learn to read.  So, Ted writes The Cat 

in the Hat.  Ted, Helen, and a friend form a company that publishes kids’ books.  During this time, Ted 

writes Green Eggs and Ham.  Read to find out how adults and children respond to these new books for 

kids.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) published (pg. 71)- made available to sell and buy 

convinced (pg. 72)- persuaded, influenced 

communist country (pg. 73)- country where the major industries and  

resources are owned by the government   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers evaluate the impact that a person has on other people.  Today you will read about how Ted, 

Helen, and a friend form a new company to publish children’s books.  After you read, write down the 

impact Ted and this company had on children.  In other words, how did this company help kids?  Use 

details from the text to support your answer. Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Why were kids struggling to learn to read? 

 Did you have trouble learning to read?  Explain. 

 What helped you? 

What do you think of Ted’s books for kids? 

 What impact did this company and the books they published impact kids?  Explain. 

Have you read The Cat in the Hat or Green Eggs and Ham? 
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Day Eight (Ch. 9) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Eight:  Ted continues to write books including How the Grinch Stole Christmas which is turned into a 

TV special.  Ted gets discouraged as he writes.  Read to find out how Helen helps and what they do for a 

break.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) tyrant (pg. 80)- a person who rules unjustly 

completion (pg. 82)- conclusion, end 

entertain (pg. 85)- have guests over 

prose (pg. 86)- ordinary spoken or written language 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about people’s words and actions.  In today’s reading, you will read about how 

Ted gets discouraged while he writes.  Infer why Ted gets discouraged while he writes.  Use details from 

any of the chapters to support your answer.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What do you think of How the Grinch Stole Christmas? 

On pg. 78, the author says, “Ted and Helen finally had exactly the life they wanted.”  Do you agree with  

this statement?  Why or why not? 

What were some of the serious messages in his books? (pgs. 80-81) 

Infer why Ted got discouraged. 

 What details from the text did you use? 

What did Ted and Helen do for fun? 

How is Ted as a public speaker? Explain. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was Dr. Seuss?  Level: P   ISBN: 978-0448455853  Publisher: Penguin Group 

Day Nine (Ch. 10-11) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Nine:  Today we will finish the book.  Helen passes away, and Ted marries Audrey who helps him 

with his work.  Ted continues to write several books that have a message to the readers.  He also receives 

the Pulitzer Prize (an important award given in literature).  Read to find out how Ted’s life ends.      

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) censorship (pg. 94)- restriction, control, trying to ban something 

greed (pg. 95)- wanting more, selfish 

humanity (pg. 96)- humans, people 

hoax (pg. 97)- joke, trick 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about a person’s impact on other people.  As you finish the book, infer how you 

think Dr. Seuss impacted our country.  Also, answer this question:  How would Dr. Seuss want to be 

remembered by others?  Use details from the text to support your answer.  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Why do you think The Lorax was hard to write? 

 What was its message? 

What was the message of The Butter Battle Book? 

Why would the book, Oh, the Places You’ll Go!, be a good present for someone who is graduating? 

Infer how Dr. Seuss impacted our country. 

 How would Dr. Seuss want to be remembered by others? 

 What details did you use from the text? 

Why did the author choose to write about Dr. Seuss? 


