
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Wayside School is Falling Down Level: P       ISBN: 978-0380754847        Publisher: HarperTrophy 

                       Day 1 (Ch. 1-3) 

Pgs. 1-18 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Today we will start reading Wayside School is Falling Down by Louis Sachar.  In this book, you will read 

about all the crazy things that happen to the students in Mrs. Jewls’s class in Wayside School.   

 

Day 1:  In today’s reading, Mrs. Jewls gets a package.  A new student named Benjamin Nushmutt joins 

the class.  Also a girl named Bebe blames all her problems on her baby brother.  Read to find out what 

her mom says when Mrs. Jewls calls home.      

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) fragile (pg. 2)- easily broken or damaged 

gravity (pg. 4)- the force of attraction which causes things to fall  

 toward the center of the earth 

discipline (pg. 8)- punishment for not following the rules 

cringed (pg. 8)- flinched, winced 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers point out and discuss strategies the author uses to make the text more interesting.  The author, 

Louis Sachar, uses the strategy of irony often in this book.  Irony is words or actions that convey a 

meaning that is opposite of what you would expect.  Chapter 1 and Chapter 3 both contain ironic 

situations- things happen in those chapters that are opposite of what you expect would happen.  After you 

read, pick either Chapter 1or Chapter 3.  What ironic thing happens in that chapter?  Be ready to share 

during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

What happened in these pages?  

What is the point of view of this story? 

 How do you know? 

What ironic event happens in Chapter 1? 

 What did you expect to happen? 

What ironic event happens in Chapter 3? 

 What did you expect to happen? 

Should Benjamin tell his teacher his real name?  Explain.   



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Wayside School is Falling Down Level: P       ISBN: 978-0380754847        Publisher: HarperTrophy 

                       Day 2 (Ch. 4-6) 

Pgs. 19-35 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 2:  In today’s reading, you will find out why Mrs. Jewls assigns more homework than the other 

teachers.  The students talk about socks.  Also, Leslie’s pigtails save Paul.  Read to find out how that 

happens.        

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) muttered (pg. 20)- murmured, said softly 

arithmetic (pg. 22)- math 

hobo (pg. 25)- a traveler, a homeless person 

immature (pg. 31)- childish 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers analyze how characters connect and relate to other characters.  In today’s reading, you will 

notice that Mrs. Jewls does not like to call on Mac.  Using clues from the text, infer why Mrs. Jewls does 

not like to call on Mac.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages?  

Why doesn’t Mrs. Jewls want to call on Mac? 

 What text clues did you use? 

Infer:  Why does Mrs. Jewls give more homework than any other teacher at Wayside School? 

Was it a good idea for Sharie to bring a hobo in for show-and-tell?  Explain. 

How is the chapter about Leslie and Paul and the pigtails ironic? 

 

 

 

   

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Wayside School is Falling Down Level: P       ISBN: 978-0380754847        Publisher: HarperTrophy 

                       Day 3 (Ch. 7-8) 

Pgs. 36-48 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 3:  In today’s reading, Myron decides to go down to the basement.  Todd brings a toy to school.  

Read to find out what the toy is and how the students respond to the toy.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) reluctantly (pg. 37)- unwillingly, hesitantly  

regretted (pg. 40)- felt sorry about 

attaché (pg. 40)- a flat, rectangular briefcase for carrying papers 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers analyze how characters connect and relate to other characters.  In today’s reading, you will 

notice Mrs. Jewls is constantly having Todd write his name under discipline which means he gets in 

trouble a lot.  Do you think it is fair that Todd gets into trouble so often?  Explain using details from the 

text.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

What happened to Myron in the basement? 

 Why do you think Myron went to the basement? 

 How do you think those men knew so much about Myron? 

 How would you have answered the question?  “… do you want to be free, or do you want to be  

  safe?” (pg. 41) 

Do you think it is fair that Todd gets into trouble so often? 

 What text details did you use?  

 Does it seem like Mrs. Jewls picks on Todd?  Explain. 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Wayside School is Falling Down Level: P       ISBN: 978-0380754847        Publisher: HarperTrophy 

                     Day 4 (Ch. 9-11) 

Pgs. 49-65 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 4:  In today’s reading, Miss Mush makes Mushroom Surprise for lunch.  The students in Mrs. 

Jewls’s class play instruments.  Also, D. J. is upset.  Read to found out why that makes Kathy happy.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) immune (pg. 52)- not affected by, protected from 

glockenspiel (pg. 56)-  a musical instrument that has a line of flat 

 metal bars of different sizes that are hit with two special sticks 

triumphantly (pg. 63)- successfully, victoriously  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers put themselves in the shoes of the characters they read about to better understand why 

characters respond the way they do.  In today’s reading, you will read about Miss Mush’s lunch.  Why 

don’t you think many students want to get her lunch?  Would you get her lunch if you were starving?  

Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

Why don’t you think many students want to get Miss Mush’s lunch? 

 Would you get her lunch if you were starving?  Explain. 

 How did the lunch affect Ron? 

 What do you predict happened at the end of the chapter? 

If Mr. Kidswatter said students were having trouble hearing, why do you think Mrs. Jewls told the 

 students to play louder? 

Why is it ironic that Kathy cheered D.J. up? 

   

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Wayside School is Falling Down Level: P       ISBN: 978-0380754847        Publisher: HarperTrophy 

                   Day 5 (Ch. 12-14) 

Pgs. 66-83 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 5:  In today’s reading, Jason chews other students’ pencils.  Dana learns that she likes stories.  

Calvin has to decide which tattoo to get for his birthday.  Read to find out what tattoo he gets.      

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) disgusting (pg. 67)- gross, sickening, horrible 

hysterically (pg. 74)-  hilariously, uproariously  

maniac (pg. 80)- crazy person, fanatic 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make connections to the characters to better understand why characters respond the way they 

do.  In today’s reading, Jason is trying to decide what tattoo to get.  When have you had a time in your 

life when you faced a big decision like Jason’s decision?  What happened?  Explain.  Be ready to share 

during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

Why you think Jason chews pencil? 

 Was Mrs. Jewls’s solution to this problem a good idea?  Explain. 

Would you be annoyed by Dana’s reactions to stories?  Explain. 

When have you had a time in your life when you faced a big decision like Jason’s decision? 

 What happened?  Explain. 

 What do you think about Jason’s decision for his tattoo? 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Wayside School is Falling Down Level: P       ISBN: 978-0380754847        Publisher: HarperTrophy 

                   Day 6 (Ch. 15-17) 

Pgs. 84-99 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 6:  In today’s reading, Deedee thinks she sees her old teacher, Mrs. Gorf, who was the meanest 

teacher in the history of Wayside School.  Dameon is in love with Mrs. Jewls.  Jenny is late to school.  

Read to find out why.        

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) shrug (pg. 86)- to move the shoulders up and down 

     insisted (pg. 86)- claimed, vowed 

     assured (pg. 91)- guaranteed  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  Chapter 17 needs to be read backwards by paragraph. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers point out and discuss strategies the author uses to make the text more interesting.  The author, 

Louis Sachar, decided to write Chapter 17 backwards.  Why do you think he did this?  Try to come up 

with several reasons.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

Do you think Deedee saw Mrs. Gorf?  Explain. 

If Dameon loves Mrs. Jewls, why would he put a dead rat in her desk? 

 Are you surprised with how Mrs. Jewls responded to Dameon’s confession that he put the rat in  

  her desk?   Explain. 

Why do you think Louis Sachar wrote Chapter 17 backwards? 

 What other reasons did you come up with? 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Wayside School is Falling Down Level: P       ISBN: 978-0380754847        Publisher: HarperTrophy 

          Day 7 (Ch. 18- first two Ch. 19s) 

Pgs. 100-116 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 7:  In today’s reading, the students have a substitute.  They try to trick her, but actually learn more 

with her than they do with Mrs. Jewls.  Allison gets trapped on the nineteenth floor in Miss Zarves’s class 

for several chapters.  Read to find out what happens to her there.           

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) snickered (pg. 102)- laughed, giggled 

     asserted (pg. 102)- declared, proclaimed 

     grunted (pg. 107)- uttered a deep sound  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers give their opinion about the characters they read about.  In today’s reading, you will read how 

the students interact with their substitute, Mrs. Franklin.  After you finish reading, answer this question:  

Was Mrs. Franklin a good substitute teacher?  Use details from the text to support your answer.  Be 

ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

Benjamin finally tells the substitute that his name is Benjamin (not Mark).  Why does this confession end  

 up being ironic? (Hint:  Think about what the other kids do.) 

Was Mrs. Franklin a good sub?   

 What text details did you use? 

What is going on with Allison? 

 Why do you think all the students think Miss Zarves is a wonderful teacher? 

 How do you think she will get out of Miss Zarves’s class? 

 Who is Mark Miller? 

  

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Wayside School is Falling Down Level: P       ISBN: 978-0380754847        Publisher: HarperTrophy 

          Day 8 (Last Ch. 19- 20/21/22) 

Pgs. 117-131 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 8:  In today’s reading, Allison finally gets out of the nineteenth story.  Mr. Kidswatter calls all the 

Erics to his office.  Read to find out why he wants to talk with the Erics.             

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) enormous (pg. 125)- huge 

     innocent (pg. 126)- not guilty, didn’t do anything wrong 

     slyly (pg. 127)- cleverly, sneakily  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers give their opinion about the characters they read about.  In today’s reading, Mr. Kidswatter will 

call all three Erics from Mrs. Jewls’s class to his office.  After you finish reading, answer this question:  Is 

Mr. Kidswatter a good principal in how he deals with problems?  Use details from the text to support 

your answer.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

Do you agree with Mark’s statement? “Teachers can always find new ways to punish you.  They’re  

 experts at it.” (pg. 119) 

How did Allison get out of the nineteenth floor and Miss Zarves’s class? 

 At the end of the last Chapter 19, why is Allison seeing the same events repeated? 

Is Mr. Kidswatter a good principal in how he deals with problems? 

 What details from the text did you use? 

Which Eric was Mr. Kidswatter looking for? 

 What do you think “Mr. Kidswatter is a Mugworm Griblick” means? (pg. 131) 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Wayside School is Falling Down Level: P       ISBN: 978-0380754847        Publisher: HarperTrophy 

          Day 9 (Ch. 23-25) 

Pgs. 132-146 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 9:  In today’s reading, Rondi grows two new front teeth and doesn’t know if she likes them.  John 

and Joe eat the school lunch which is potato salad.  Mrs. Jewls’s class has class picture day.  Read to find 

out what some of the students wear.               

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) complained (pg. 133)- whined, grumbled 

     spongy (pg. 139)- squishy, soft 

     abruptly (pg. 140)- all of a sudden, quickly 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers visualize what is happening to the characters to better understand the story.  After you read 

today, sketch a picture of something in the chapters you could visualize.  Be sure to label your picture 

and describe it using at least one sentence.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

What was the real reason why Rondi was standing up to Terrence?  (Hint:  What did she want him to  

 do?) 

Would you eat Miss Mush’s potato salad?  Explain.   

Why is Mrs. Jewls’s statement ironic?  “The tie didn’t make you important.  It doesn’t matter what you  

 wear on the outside.  It’s what’s underneath that counts…  If you want to be great and important,  

 you have to wear expensive underpants.” (pgs. 145-146) 

What picture did you sketch? 

 What sentence describes your picture? 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Wayside School is Falling Down Level: P       ISBN: 978-0380754847        Publisher: HarperTrophy 

          Day 10 (Ch. 26-27) 

Pgs. 147-160 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 10:  In today’s reading, the mean side of Mrs. Jewls comes out.  Maurecia finds a paper sack full of 

money.  Read to find out what she does with the money.   

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) brine (pg. 148)- water saturated with salt  

     demonstration (pg. 148)- show how to do something 

     cured (pg. 154)- healed, made better 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers put themselves in the shoes of the characters to better understand why characters respond the 

way they do.  In today’s reading, Maurecia finds a paper sack full of money.  What does she decide to do 

with it?  What would you have done with it?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

What do you think about the author’s statement?  “Inside every nice teacher there is a mean and rotten  

 teacher bursting to get out.” (pg. 147) 

 What do you think happened to Mrs. Jewls? 

 How could she have taught those three ideas differently so students would not have gotten so  

  confused? 

What does Maurecia do with the sack of money she finds? 

 What would you have done with it?  Explain. 

What kind of friend is Joy?  Explain. 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Wayside School is Falling Down Level: P       ISBN: 978-0380754847        Publisher: HarperTrophy 

          Day 11 (Ch. 28-30) 

Pgs. 161-179 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day 11:  In today’s reading, the students learn how to tango.  Benjamin finally tells Mrs. Jewls that his 

name is not Mark.  Wayside School experiences some bad weather.  Read to find out if the school really 

does fall down.     

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) sarcastically (pg. 162)- saying something in a sharp, mean way  

     tango (pg. 164)- ballroom dance 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make judgments at the end of a book to determine whether they are satisfied with the ending.  

Today you will finish the book.  Were you satisfied with the ending?  Explain.  What (if anything) would 

you have done differently if you were the author?  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What happened in these pages? 

What did you think about the dancing? 

In chapter 29, the students list many crazy things that happened in this book.  Which event was the  

 craziest?  Why? 

What happened in the last chapter? 

 Does going to the roof during a fire/fire drill seem like a good idea to you?  Explain. 

Were you satisfied with the ending of this book?  Explain. 

 What would you have done differently? 

 

 

 

 

 


