
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Buffalo Soldiers and the American West   Level: P   ISBN:   9780736849661    Publisher: Capstone 

  Day One (Ch. 1) 
 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Book Introduction:  This book is called The Buffalo Soldiers and the American West by Jason Glaser.  It is 

a nonfiction, graphic book.  It tells about the contributions of the Buffalo Soldiers in the American West.  

These soldiers were African Americans and were not always treated the same as the white soldiers.   

 

Day One:  In today’s reading, settlers will start moving west.  The American Indians do not like having 

their land taken so they attack the settlers.  Read to find out what the U.S. government decides to do 

about this problem.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) cavalry (pg. 7)- troops that serve on horseback 

     infantry (pg. 7)- troops that fight on foot 

     enlist (pg. 7)- to join the armed forces 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Review how to read a graphic book (Read all words including  

those in bubbles from the top of the page to the bottom 

of the page). 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about the motives that influence characters’ actions.  Today you will read about 

how the African American troops were treated poorly.  After you read, write down some of the things 

that happened to these black troops.  Then answer this question:  What motivated so many African 

American soldiers to refuse to quit despite facing discrimination?  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Why did people start moving west? 

How did the U.S. government attempt to solve the problem of the Indian attacks? 

What were some of the things that happened to the African American soldiers? 

 What motivated so many of these soldiers to refuse to quit despite facing discrimination? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Buffalo Soldiers and the American West   Level: P   ISBN:   9780736849661    Publisher: Capstone 

  Day Two (Ch. 2) 
 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Two:  In today’s reading, the African American soldiers head west to fight the Indians.  Many 

American Indians decide to live on reservations while others refuse to.  Buffalo Soldiers are called to 

defend the Indians on the reservations.  Read to find out what else they do.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) ammunition (pg. 10)- bullets fired from guns 

     reservations (pg. 12)- areas of land set aside by the U.S. government  

      for American Indians 

     treaties (pgs. 13)- peace agreements between two groups 

     homesteaders (pg. 14)- settlers who came west looking for land 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers pay attention to details as they read.  In today’s reading, the Buffalo Soldiers will do many 

different jobs while they are in the West.  Write down two or three of the jobs that the Buffalo Soldiers 

performed.  Then answer this question:  Which job do you think was the hardest?  Explain.  Be ready to 

share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the storyo  

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

How did the African American soldiers get their nickname? 

Was it fair to put American Indians on reservations?  Explain. 

Infer:  What were the benefits of having a railroad built across the country? 

What jobs did the Buffalo Soldiers perform? 

 Which job do you think was the hardest?  Explain. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  The Buffalo Soldiers and the American West   Level: P   ISBN:   9780736849661    Publisher: Capstone 

  Day Three (Ch. 3-4, Extra) 
 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

  

Day Three:  In today’s reading, the Buffalo Soldiers continue to perform many different jobs to keep the 

West safe.  They slowly earn respect from the other soldiers.  The Buffalo Soldiers get involved in other 

military operations.  Read to find out what other operations they were involved in.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) raided (pg. 16)- attacked, took supplies  

     frontier (pg. 24)- the unsettled territories of western North America  

      in the 1800s 

     regiment (pg. 24)- a group of soldiers 

     desegregated (pg. 26)- eliminated/ended racial segregation 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make judgments about what they read in the text.  Today you will finish the book.   After you 

read, answer this question:  How do you think the Buffalo Soldiers would want to be remembered today?  

Use details from the text to support your answer.  Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Did we treat the American Indians fairly?  Explain. 

What other tasks did the Buffalo Soldiers do? (Ch. 3) 

What words describe the Buffalo Soldiers? 

What extra facts did you learn on the last two pages of the book (pgs. 28-29)? 

How would the Buffalo Soldiers want to be remembered today?  

 What text details did you use? 


