
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Tales of Travelers: Three European Fables  Level:  P-38  ISBN: 1-4189-3668-5         Publisher: Rigby 

 “The Peddler of Swaffham” 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Fables are a type of story that have a moral, or teach a lesson.  What other stories have you read that taught you 

a lesson?  The three stories we’re going to read about in this text each have a moral, or a lesson.  Our first story 

is called “The Peddler of Swaffham.”  What is a peddler?  A peddler is someone who travels around trying to 

sell things to make money.  The peddler isn’t able to make any money so he and his wife are really scared.  

They have to do something or they might starve.  Read today to find out what the peddler has to do and how he 

and his wife feel about this idea. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p5 peddler 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V):  idioms – p7 “Don’t be foolish.  Dreams will not put bread on the 

table.”  An idiom is a phrase or expression that has a different meaning from the regular meanings of the 

individual words.  Examples:  I have butterflies in my stomach…I’m all ears…eat me out of house and 

home…let me get my feet wet…I can’t keep my head above water…I’m trying to keep a straight face 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers infer the theme of the story and support their thinking with evidence from the text 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

-How did the peddler feel after he had his dream?  How did his wife feel about this idea?  What would be the 

positives and negatives of going to London?  Do you think going to London would be a wise idea? 

-Visualizing: Use the picture on page 12 and the descriptions from the peddlers dream to describe for the 

students what London Bridge was like.  What sounds, sights, smells would be around you? 

-The peddler’s dream had said that he was to go to London Bridge and he would hear something that would 

change his life.  Let’s reread page 13.  How do you think the peddler is feeling here?  If you were the peddler, 

how would you be feeling?  How did the peddler’s feelings change after he heard about the baker’s dream? 

-What did the peddler mean when he said, “We will never be hungry again?” 

-In your own words, explain the moral of the story. 

 

Assignment: 

In your own words, explain the moral of the story.  OR Write about a personal experience where this lesson was 

true in your life. 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Tales of Travelers: Three European Fables  Level:  P-38  ISBN: 1-4189-3668-5         Publisher: Rigby 

 “A Good Teacher” 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Remind me of the moral of the story that we read yesterday.  Today, our story has a different moral.  Today 

we’re going to read about a farmer and his son.  Everyone loves the farmer and the farmer’s son, but this creates 

a problem.  As you read today, think about the problem in the story and how the farmer solves this problem. 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p20 milkmaid, p23 necessity 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Review what an idiom is.  Page 19: “The farmer had everything money could buy.”  What does this mean? 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers infer the theme of the story and support their thinking with evidence from the text. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

-What did the farmer what to teach his son?  All the people around loved the farmer’s son so much.  What 

problem did this create?  What does the farmer decide to do to fix this problem?  Was it important for the 

farmer to send his son deep into the forest?  Why?  Why would the farmer not give his son a nicer cart?  Was 

this also an important piece of the puzzle?  Explain? 

-The son goes out and gets the wood.  On his way back home one of the wheels on the wagon breaks off.  What 

had the farmer to the son would happen if he got into any trouble?  What does the farmer’s son begin to do?  

Explain the confusion between what the farmer meant and what the farmer’s son understood. 

-Even though the son misunderstood what his father meant, since nobody came to help him, what did he 

eventually do?  Was this an important event?  Why? 

-Right before the farmer sees that his son has returned, how is he feeling?  How is the farmer feeling once his 

son has returned?  When the farmer says, “My son…you did indeed find Necessity,” what does he mean? 

 

 

Assignment:  Explain the moral of the story in your own words.  OR Write about a time when this moral 

applied to you. 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Tales of Travelers: Three European Fables  Level:  P-38  ISBN: 1-4189-3668-5         Publisher: Rigby 

 “Stone Soup” 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Remind me of the moral of the story that we read yesterday.  Can anyone connect the moral of yesterday’s story 

to their own life?  The moral of our story today is about sharing.  Do you like to share things?  Is it easier to 

share things sometimes, but hard to share other times?  Why do you think that is?  Explain.  Let’s read to find 

out if the people will share with the main character in our story. 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) p30 stranger, p30 ordinary 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers  infer the theme of the story and support their thinking with evidence from the text. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

-How did the people in the village feel about the stranger at the beginning of the story?  If you were a person in 

that village, how do you think you would treat this stranger?  

-As each person comes up to the stranger to see what is going on, how does he describe what he’s making?  Is 

this an important detail?  Why?  How did the stranger treat each person who came up to him?  The stranger was 

always smiling at people who came up.  Do you suppose this was important? 

-What kind of person do you think the stranger was? (creative)  How was he creative? 

-How did the attitudes of the towns’ people change from the beginning of the story to the end of the story?  

How did you expect the story to end?  Were you surprised that there was a party happening at the end of the 

story? 

 

 

 

Assignment: 

Write about a time when this moral has been true in your life. OR Which of the morals that we’re read about 

has been the easiest for you to connect with?  Why? 


