
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Mr. Strike Out  Level:  P  ISBN:  978-1-59889-239-0 Publisher:  Stone Arch Books 

Chapters #1-#2 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapter #1:  We’re starting a book called Mr. Strike Out.  Any ideas as to what this book might be about.  

Alright, let’s talk about what you already know about baseball.  What positions are there?  Help me understand 

the basic rules of the game.  Mr. Strike Out’s real name is David.  He’s called Mr. Strike Out because, as a 

pitcher, the strikes out a lot of batters.  However, Mr. Strike Out has a problem.  Let’s read to find out what’s 

going on. 

 

Chapter #2:  So, yesterday we were introduced to the Yankee’s pitcher, David, Mark, and a couple of other 

players on the team.  What else did we learn?  Right, David is a great pitcher, but not the best batter.  We also 

learned that there is some tension between David and Mark. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): Chapter #2: p9 signaled 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution) 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1-What’s Mr. Strike Out’s problem?  How do you think he might fix this problem? 

1-Who is Mark?  (teammate and coach’s son)  Do you think the fact that Mark is the coach’s son will change 

the dynamics a little?  Does that make a difference as to how everyone is treated? 

1-Let’s talk about what we can infer about David’s and Mark’s personalities.  What evidence do we have in the 

text to support our thinking? 

2-During practice, do you think David was being unfair to Mark?  Do you think Mark had the right to complain 

to the coach, his dad? 

2-What is David’s philosophy about batting?  (He stinks so don’t do it.  In American League, pitches don’t bat, 

so why should he?)  What were the assistant coach’s thoughts about that? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

What are you predicting is in David’s future as far as batting is concerned?  What do you think the coaches will 

recommend David do? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Mr. Strike Out  Level:  P  ISBN:  978-1-59889-239-0 Publisher:  Stone Arch Books 

Chapter #3-#4 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapter #3:  So we know that Mark and David don’t seem to get along.  Mark’s dad being the coach could 

make things interesting.  What were your predictions about David since, even though he’s an awesome pitcher, 

he stinks at batting?  What do you think John, the assistant coach, will recommend?  In this next chapter, David 

is going to learn about a famous baseball player.  I wonder what impact this will have on David. 

 

Chapter #4:  David has learned a little bit about another famous baseball player, Babe Ruth.  What are your 

predictions about how knowing about Babe Ruth might impact David’s game.  We’re going to read about their 

next game and see how things play out. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): chapter #3: p15 Il Bambino, p18 entries, p20 designated, elected, 

prehistoric, Chapter #4: p22 stalling, p23 meanly 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about the plot of the story.  (setting, characters, conflict, resolution) 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

3-Who was this famous baseball player that David learned about?  What connection does David have to Babe 

Ruth?  Why would John suggest David learn more about Babe Ruth?  Do you think it would have been different 

if John had just told David about Babe Ruth instead of having David do the research?  Why or why not?  How? 

3-What do you know about Babe Ruth? 

3-How do you think this will change David? 

4-Do you think David’s attitude (p22-23) affects his game?  How? 

4-What was each person’s response to losing the game?  Mark, David, Coach 

4-What conclusion did David come to at the end of chapter #4?   

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

David decided at the end of chapter #4 that if he was going to make the All-Stars, he had to learn how to bat.  

What do you think brought about this new determination? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Mr. Strike Out  Level:  P  ISBN:  978-1-59889-239-0 Publisher:  Stone Arch Books 

Chapters #5-#6 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapter #5:  So David didn’t do so hot at their last game.  Mark tried to point that out.  What was the coach’s 

response to Mark’s accusation that David cost them the game?  What had David decided at the end of the game?  

In this next chapter, David’s getting some batting practice.  He’s going to learn how to think like a batter. 

 

Chapter #6:  David finally knows what it feels like to hit the ball.  What were your predictions about the next 

game?  So, we’re going to read about their next game and see if David’s batting practice will pay off. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V):  Chapter #5: p29 outfield, p30 caught 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about the plot of the story.  (setting, characters, conflict, resolution) 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

5-Who was helping David practice his batting? 

5-Summarize John’s technique for helping David be a better batter.  (Think like a batter, not like a pitcher.  

Focus on the outfield.) 

5-How did David feel about hitting the ball?   

5- What do you predict will happen in the next game? 

6-How has David’s attitude about himself as a batter changed? (p35) 

6-How did David feel about his first hit? (discouraged) Why? (Mark didn’t score) Do you see reason for David 

to be discouraged? Why or why not? 

6-What do you predict David will do now? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Can you connect with David here?  Have you ever struggled with something and felt a sense of accomplishment 

when you were able to do it? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Mr. Strike Out  Level:  P  ISBN:978-1-59889-239-0 Publisher:  Stone Arch Books 

Chapters #7-#8 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapter #7: So, David was able to hit the ball during a game, finally.  What happened with that hit?  That’s 

right, it was a fly ball and it was the team’s third out, so it wasn’t as successful as David would have liked.  

What were your predictions about what David would do now?  Do you think he’ll give up on batting or will 

help keep practicing?   

 

Chapter #8:  David did better in the last game, but he still go out.  Summarize John’s suggestion for what David 

do next to improve his batting.  In our next chapter, we’ll read about the team’s next game.  I wonder if David 

will get on base this time.  Let’s find out. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): Chapter #7: p40 averages, p41 angle, p44 movements 

Chapter #8: p51 angrily 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, conflict, resolution) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

7-The beginning of this chapter gives the reader a good sense of how David is feeling about the last game.  How 

is he feeling?  Does assistant coach, John, think David should be discouraged and hard on himself?  How do 

you know?  What evidence tells the reader that John is encouraged with David’s progress? 

7-What’s John’s suggestion for what David do next to improve his batting?  Do you think this will work?  Why 

or why not? 

8-Did David “cost” the team the game?  How do we know?  Was David able to get a hit this time? 

8-How is David’s attitude at the end of chapter #8? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

David is really discouraged and frustrated at the end of chapter #8.  Have you ever been so frustrated with 

something that you were ready to quit?  Write about it.  OR  What advice would you give to David right now? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Mr. Strike Out  Level:  P  ISBN:  978-1-59889-239-0 Publisher:  Stone Arch Books 

Chapters #9-#10 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapter #9:  David has been practice a lot and working really hard to improve his batting.  So far, though, it 

doesn’t seem like is paying off.  David still hasn’t been able to get a hit during a game.  How as his attitude at 

the end of chapter #8?  What advice would you give to David right now if you were the coach?  I don’t think the 

coaches will let him give up.  More practice is on the way. 

 

Chapter #10:  David’s been practicing yet another way to hit the ball.  Finally, he’s had someone else pitch him 

the ball.  He has been able to hit it, but we’ll see if he can still do it during the game.   

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): Chapter #9: p55 lousy, p57 whether, Chapter #10: p60 cue, p63 panting 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about the plot of the story.  (setting, characters, conflict, resolution) 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

9-How did John respond to all of David’s discouraging remarks? 

9-What was the next step in David’s batting practice?  How did that go? 

9-What are you predicting will happen in the next game? 

9-We haven’t heard anything from Mark for several chapters.  Why do you think that is?  Why do you think 

David was so concerned, in those first few chapters, with what Mark thought? 

10-How did this game end?  Did David “cost” the team the game?  (No, he won it for them.) What do you 

suppose RBI’s means?  Let’s see if we can use context clues from the text to help us figure out the meaning. 

10-How has David changed as a character from the beginning of the book to the end of the book? 

10-What would you say was the overall conflict/problem in the story?  How was this problem resolved? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write about a personal experience were you persevered and stuck with something that was difficult for you at 

first.  What did you have to do?   


