
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Jump Serve  Level:  P  ISBN:  978-1-4342-0520-9 Publisher:  Stone Arch Books 

Chapters #1-#2 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter #1:  We’re going to start a book called “Jump Serve.”  Any ideas as to what this book might be about?  

What do you know about volleyball?  What is the object of the game?  What do you have to do in this game?  

Well in our first chapter, Ella and her team are ahead and it’s Ella’s turn to serve the ball.  There are a couple of 

different ways you can serve a ball in volleyball, you can do a traditional serve from standing position, or you 

can do jump serve. Usually young players do a traditional standing serve because it takes a lot of practice to 

master the jump serve.  Ella has a chance to win the game.  Will she do a safe traditional serve or a risky jump 

serve? 

Chapter #2:  So Ella’s team, the Rockets, won the match they played the other day.  In this next chapter, the 

Rockets are competing against the Lakers.  How do you predict this match is going to go?  What makes you 

think that?  Let’s see how these two teams pair up. 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p13 tournaments, regional, national 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

1-Why was Ella unsure of which serve to use?  Can you understand why she was hesitant?  One serve was an 

easier but the other team might be able to play off of it.  The other serve was a risk, but if done well, the other 

team likely wouldn’t be able to play off of it.   

1-On page 7, it said that Ella tried to turn off the noise.  Let’s take another look at that paragraph.  Why did Ella 

do this? 

1-This chapter ends with a bit of foreshadowing.  What does the author lead us as readers to believe will happen 

next?  Do you think it’s valuable to watch another team, a competitor, play?  Why?  What do the Lakers have to 

gain here? 

2-How did the Rockets and Lakers compare as teams?  The Lakers may have been a more skilled team, but they 

also have another tactic that helped them.  Do you know what that was?  (intimidation)  Where is there evidence 

in the text to support this? 

2-How did the coach calm and refocus the girls after the first match?  What did she remind them about? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

1-If you were in Ella position, which would you have chosen to do, the easy serve or the risky one?  Why? 

2-Again at the end of chapter 2, we have some foreshadowing.  What do you predict will happen in the next 

chapter? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Jump Serve  Level:  P  ISBN:  978-1-4342-0520-9 Publisher:  Stone Arch Books 

Chapters #3-#4 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter #3: The Lakers easily won the first match.  The Rocket’s girls refocused, calmed down, and fought 

back to win the second match.  Today, we’ll be reading about the third and final match.  What are you 

predicting will happen in this chapter?   

 

Chapter #4:  The Rockets are so close to being able to tie the game and have a great chance of winning.  Then, 

near the end of chapter 3, Laura goes to set the ball and things don’t feel quite right.  What happened right at the 

end of chapter 3?  What are you predicting will happen next?  If Laura’s injury is serious, this could mean big 

changes for the Rockets. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p19 incredibly, p22 arguing, p28 nervously, p31 special 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

3-Describe how Ella and Laura’s skills help them play in their unique positions.  What makes Laura a good 

setter and Ella a good hitter?  How did this help them as players? 

3-Summarize what happened as the Rockets were about to tie up the game at the end of the third match. 

3-Let’s talk about what the Laker’s player did near the end of the match to make Laura nervous.  What do you 

think about this?  Is this good sportsmanship? 

4-What kind of character/sportsmanship did the Lakers show when they won the game.  What evidence in the 

text supports our thinking? 

4-Describe the new plan for Laura since her injury.  How do she feel about this when it first happens?  How do 

her feelings about this change throughout the off season?  How is she feeling about this near the start of the 

season? 

4-What big shocker did we have right at the end of chapter #4?  How do you suppose Ella and Laura are feeling 

about this? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

3-What are you predicting will happen in the next chapter? 

4-How would you respond to these two new players being on your team? 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Jump Serve  Level:  P  ISBN:  978-1-4342-0520-9 Publisher:  Stone Arch Books 

Chapters #5-#6 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapter #5 – Laura has managed to keep it together even though she really missing playing.  How was she 

feeling about the start of the season near the end of chapter #4?  Then Ella shares a plan to keep her involved 

and things are looking up, until they walk into the gym for the first day of practice.  What do they see?  What 

are you predicting is going to happen?  We’re about to find out how all this is going to play out. 

 

Chapter #6 – So Ella and Laura are told to get along with these girls, but Gretchen and Beth make it really 

difficult to get along with them as chapter #5 unfolded.  What were some of the things they say that really upset 

Laura and Ella?  In this next chapter, we move beyond the practices to their first game of the season.  I wonder 

if the girls will be able to put their differences aside and play as a team.  What do you think? 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p36 athletic, reacted, p39 rivals, p41 smirked, p42 techniques,             

p46 attempts 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

5-Why do you think Ella and Laura had such a difficult time getting used to the idea of playing with Gretchen 

and Beth?  Would you have had a tough time with this?  What would your response have been? 

5-What are your thoughts about Gretchen and Beth’s behavior in this chapter?  What evidence do you have to 

support your thinking? 

6-Let’s compare the Rockets during practice, to the Rockets during their first game.  What was the same?  What 

was different?  What impact did this have on the players, Ella, coach, the game? 

6-What were you predicting was going to happen when coach Stiggle called a time out?  Was the coach 

focusing her question at specific players?  How do we know?  What are you predicting will happen next?  How 

will this game end? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

5-How would you have responded to Gretchen and Beth’s behavior? 

6-If you were Coach Stiggle, what would you have done? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Jump Serve  Level:  P  ISBN:  978-1-4342-0520-9 Publisher:  Stone Arch Books 

Chapters #7-#8 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter #7 – Describe Gretchen and Beth’s behavior during their first game of the season.  So Gretchen and 

Beth are playing for themselves.  Even when other players are in better position to score, Beth still gets the ball 

to Gretchen.  This means that the opposing team is scoring points.  The coach has pulled them aside.  Do you 

think her words will impact the rest of the game?  How will this impact the rest of the season?  Let’s find out. 

Chapter #8 – Gretchen and Beth’s attitudes had changed the way the team played.  The girls no longer enjoyed 

the game.  Ella had finally had enough.  What did she do?  That’s right.  Basically, she told Gretchen and Ella 

they had to start playing like a team and stop hogging the ball all the time.  It’s about time for Laura to return to 

play.  I wonder if she’ll be able to bring this team together.  What do you think? 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): p57 regional, 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events in the text. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

7-Compare the attitudes of the players at the start of this book to their attitudes now.  What has caused this 

change? 

7-What was Gretchen and Beth’s philosophy about playing? (we’ve won lots of games with the Lakers so you 

don’t need to play)  What was Ella’s response? (you won because there were lots of other great players on the 

team, too)   

8-What was Laura’s idea for getting back at Gretchen and Beth?  What do you think about that?  What was 

Ella’s response?  How would you have responded?  

8-Laura’s first game back, how did the team’s play change?  What was Gretchen’s response?  Was she 

surprised?  How do we know?  Was this short term change or long term change?  How do we know?  

8-How did the Lakers greet the Rockets during their match?  What does this tell us? (Gretchen and Beth weren’t 

the only players who were poor sports.) How did this make Gretchen and Beth feel?  How did Ella respond? I 

wonder if the Lakers’ coach supported this behavior.  What do you think?   

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

7- Who do you think is right?  Whose side are you on?  Why?  Explain your answer. 

8-What lesson do you think the girls learned?   


