
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: I Survived the Shark Attacks of 1916           Level: P    ISBN: 978-054520695-2        Publisher: Scholastic 

 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).         

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapters  11-15 

Chet talks to the Captain.  He runs to the creek to warn swimmers.  At first they do not believe him.  They 

laugh at him. Then- they see IT!  And Sid is in the water.  Chet jumps in to save him.  The boys make it to the 

dock.  The shark grabs his leg!  His injuries are extremely grave.  Recovering in the hospital – he stills feels 

very alone.   

On Chet’s sixth day in the hospital, the boys come to visit.  Chet was thrilled.  They all had a good heart-to-

heart talk (pg. 84-85) and declared a truce.  No more pranks. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V).  Pg. 76 grave 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

 

Good readers think about the plot of the story- setting, characters, conflict and resolution. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Retell – discuss chapters 11-15 

Discuss Chet’s injury 

What are the different lessons in the story?  Lessons concerning sharks, family and friendships. 

Do you think the author wrote this story to tell about shark attacks or about the power of friendship? 

Did you like this story? What parts were the most meaningful to you?  

Will you read more… I Survived… books? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):   Write about a time you might have had trouble with a friend.  What caused it, 

how was the problem solved between you?  Were you better friends afterwards? Were there apologies, tears, 

yelling, sulking … 

 

 


