
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: I Survived the Shark Attacks of 1916      Level: P       ISBN: 978-054520695-2          Publisher: Scholastic 

 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).         

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapters 6-10 

A second newspaper article—another shark attack in New Jersey… A man is dead. 

Chet is feeling sorry for himself.  He wants to go to California to be with his parents.  He feels like he will 

never fit in.  Uncle jerry tells him otherwise.  After hearing the tale of the Creek Devil, Chet pulls a big prank 

on the boys.  Unfortunately, it backfires.  Now he feels even worse.  Uncle Jerry tells him, “You will never 

solve anything by running away.”   

Chet goes to the creek to swim…alone… 

Read to find out what happens to Chet…and who believes him. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V).  

Re-read vivid description of the shark in the creek…pg. 57 

 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

 

Good readers think about the characters as they read.  Explain why you think Chet is feeling lonely. 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Do you think Chet should have pulled a prank on his friends? 

Describe their reaction. 

Describe Chet’s reaction and how he feels now. 

Explain Uncle Jerry’s advice to Chet.  Do you agree or disagree? 

Why don't people believe Chet’s story about what happened at the creek?  

Does this remind you of another tale?  (The Little Boy Who Cried Wolf) 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):    

Have you ever been the victim of a prank?  Explain… 

Have you ever pulled a prank? Are pranks a good idea? Explain. 

 

 


