
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Hurricanes                         Level:  P          ISBN:  978-061806257-7              Publisher:  Houghton Mifflin 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)   This book can be covered in four days. 

Day One: The first chapter is about a monster storm. Here in Indiana we know about tornadoes but because 

of how far we are from the sea we never see firsthand the destructive power of hurricanes. This chapter vividly 

describes a hurricane that occurred back in 1938. 

*Discuss pictures (M)  The diagrams help readers understand the text and the photographs help readers 

visualize the power of hurricanes. 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S) Readers need not get bogged down with trying to correctly 

pronounce the many names of cities. 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)  Do you know anyone who experienced a hurricane? Do you know 

anyone who was a relief worker after a hurricane? 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  mooring lines (p.7) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  All the photo captions are in italics which in some cases are found 

close to the body text such as on page 13. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

The author’s use of imagery helps the reader visualize the storm. For example she wrote, “the water swallowed 

the houses.”  Frequently the literary device, personification, is used to make this non-fiction text more enjoyable 

to read. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

In the second paragraph of page 7, if the storm had not yet been detected, how do you think the author knew 

what had been happening before the storm reached North America? (Synthesis) 

On page 13, why could firefighters not extinguish the blaze? (Comprehension) 

If this storm had happened today, would the results have been better or worse? Explain. (Synthesis) 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): Students can make a list of five or more ways the author used imagery. 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Day 2, Start on page 19 and read through page 27. 

 

*Chapter Summary: We now know how destructive a hurricane can be, so next the author describes how 

hurricanes are born as well as how and where they travel. 

 

*Vocabulary words – the author does a great job defining important words right in the text. 

 

*Teaching point: Even though the author explains the information clearly, because the terminology is most 

likely unfamiliar, readers need to read more slowly, and perhaps even reread, until the information is well 

understood. This is important because the facts build on each other. 

 

*Discussing the text: 

What is the power source of a tropical storm? (p.20) (Knowledge) 

What is the official name of a storm’s “chimney”? (p.20) (Knowledge) 

On the coast of which continent are many hurricanes born? (p.21) (Knowledge) 

What is the Bermuda High? (p.22) (Comprehension) 

Why did the 1938 storm reach all the way into Montreal in Canada? (p.25) (Comprehension) 

What was one positive outcome of the 1938 storm? (p.25) (Inference) 

Why do cold drinks sweat? (p.26) (Comprehension) 

 

 

 

Day 3, Start on page 29 and read through page 41. 

 

*Chapter Summary:  Brave airplane pilots fly through hurricanes in order to study them. Many tools and 

computer programs have been developed to also study the storms in order to help warn the people who are in 

the path of coming destruction. The beginning of the fourth chapter describes Hurricane Andrew and why 

people died in that storm. 

 

*New or important words: frigate birds (p.38 – any predatory seabirds with fully webbed feet); fronds (p.38 – 

large, finely divided leaves on palm trees) 

 

*Teaching point: Readers think about the motivating factors for all the costly research that is done in regards to 

hurricanes, including the personal impact it has on people. 

 

*Discussing the text: 

What is one of the biggest reasons hurricanes continue to be researched? Is this money well spent? (Evaluation) 

How are satellites able to tell if a hurricane is weakening or strengthening from such a great distance? (p.30) 

Can all of our modern technology accurately predict the behaviors of all tropical storms and hurricanes? (p.33) 

Why wasn’t Hurricane Katrina mentioned on page 35? (Katrina occurred in 2005, after the book was 

published.) 

Could a hurricane ever have your name? Why or why not? (Comprehension) 

Why did Hurricane Andrew cause so much damage in Homestead, Florida? (Synthesis) 

 

*Writing Connection: How should Americans help their poor who lose everything in a hurricane? 
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Day 4, Begin on page 42 and read through to the end of the book. 

 

*Chapter Summary: The remainder of the fourth chapter describes the ecological changes that occur after a 

hurricane strikes; especially when human activity gets in the way of recovery. Readers will also learn about 

hurricane cycles and the contributions hurricanes offer to our planet. 

 

*Teaching point: Readers consider how well-meaning people can make harmful choices that affect large regions 

for extended periods of time, if not permanently. Place sticky notes as markers for each example. 

 

*Discussing the text:  

What is the problem with introducing non-native plants to an area ravaged by a hurricane? (p.44) (Compre- 

hension) 

Why do you think more people move to coastal areas even though that’s usually where storms do the most 

damage? (p.55) (Synthesis) 

How can clouds be seeded? (p.56) (Knowledge) 

From page 57, explain why hurricanes are important. (Comprehension) 

Use the context clues on page 59 to help you know what building codes are. (Comprehension) 

 

*Writing option: Would you want the adventure of “riding out a storm”? Explain your reasons. 

 

 

 


