
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  How to Grow Crystals        Level:   P           ISBN:   978-157255196-1                           Publisher:  Mondo 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)  Let’s look at the book cover. What are you able to identify? Do you think the 

photograph is actual size or magnified? Can we grow crystals here at school? Now let’s turn to the table of 

contents to see what kinds of experiments are included. Hmmm, are all crystals rocks? Rocks can’t grow, so 

these experiments sound like fun. Oh no! There are warnings on page 5. 

 

*Discuss pictures (M)  As we go through the text, let’s decide if the diagrams are necessary. 

 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M) Do you have any crystals at your house? Have you done science 

experiments at home? 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) dissolved (p.8); alum (p.10 – a powdery solid chemical often used to 

contract organic matter or to constrict bleeding. It is also an ingredient used in pickling foods.); washing soda 

(p.12 – This book was first published in Australia where people speak English but they have different words for 

some things. What we call powdered laundry detergent they call washing soda. What we call a sidewalk they 

call a footpath.); solution (p.13) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers exercise their ability to compare and contrast information in the text to gain new understanding. 

Readers will need to flip back and forth between experiments to be able to do this. Students may want to jot 

down their findings on sticky notes. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

How were the experiments alike? 

How were the experiments different from one another? 

Why do you think it would be important to have adult supervision? 

What benefit is there in making a chart for such simple experiments? 

Why would the author include cardboard models? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): Write down a question you have about crystals that was not explained in this 

book. 


