
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Exploring Land Habitats       Level:   P    ISBN:  9781879531321    Publisher:    Mondo 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  This book could easily take two days to complete. 

*Summarize plot (M) 

This colorfully illustrated book describes plants and animals of five different kinds of habitats and some of 

the ways the inhabitants survive in some harsh conditions. The author also includes fun facts such as telling us 

which animal, within hours of birth, can outrun a human. 

*Discuss pictures (M) The illustrator places camouflaged animals in the pictures that are fun to look for. 

 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)  How do we survive very long, cold winters?  

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) lichens (p.13); glutted (p.16); burly (p.17) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Text is found in boxes, captions, labels, and speech balloons. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers will practice getting information from diagrams that include labels, speech balloons, text in boxes, and 

life cycles that are in clockwise descriptions. Many unfamiliar words are defined in the glossary. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Deciduous Forests 

Why does a maple tree lose its leaves in October? (p.3) (Inference) 

Which animal seems to just live for fun? (p.4) (Inference) 

Are you an omnivore? (p.6) (Connection) 

Deserts 

What is the singular form of cacti? (p.7) (Knowledge) 

Why would many desert animals be nocturnal (p.9) (Inference) 

A polar bear’s fur helps keep it warm. What purpose does fur serve in the desert? (p.10) (Knowledge) 

Tundra 

Is the North Pole located in a tundra habitat? Explain. (p.11) (Inference) 

How do musk oxen and elephants behave similarly? (p.12) (Knowledge and Synthesis) 

How powerful are mosquitoes in the tundra? (p.14) (Knowledge) 

Savannas 

Explain why there aren’t forests in this habitat. (p.15) (Knowledge) 

How are cattle egrets and cape buffalo co-dependent? (p.16) (Inference) 

How does mucus help bullfrogs survive? (p.18) (Knowledge) 

Rain Forest 

Do all plants need soil? Explain. (p.19) (Knowledge) 

Could an anaconda swallow you whole? (p.21) (Connection, but also need knowledge of capybaras) 

Where is the largest army in the world? (p.22) (Inference) 

 


