
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: A Lion to Guard Us           Level: P                ISBN: 978-006440333-7               Publisher: Harper & Row  

 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).         

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters 16-19.    P. 79-95 

 

The ship became wedged between two giant rocks in the sea.  They took small boats ashore.  They boats went 

back for supplies and passengers trunks.  Amanda worked cleaning fish.  On the island they found eggs, pigs, 

and fresh water.  The people started building houses.  Amanda, Jemmy and Meg built their own house with the 

peoples help. 

A small boat was built to sail on the Virginia.  One evening the children  went to look for berries—where 

Master Carter said they would be.   Read to find out what they discovered when they finally returned. 

 

 *New or important words (V)       P. 80  Bermuda         P.87 governor      P.  palmetto berries 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance.  

 

What can you infer about Master Carter.  What can you predict might happen next? 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Where did the ship wreck?  Locate it on a map.  

Why did the people think it was the devil’s island? 

Tell what you think has happened to the lion’s head knocker. 

Why did the admiral say to stop lighting fire on the north tip of the island? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

Do you think the children will remain on the island? 

Or…will they someday make it to Virginia? 

Do you think their father is still in Virginia? 

Is he still alive? 

 


