
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  With a Song in My Heart               Level:  O               ISBN:  9781418936983                 Publisher:  Rigby 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M) 

 This biography (bio = life, graph = to write) is about a versatile, extraordinarily talented blind musician 

named Stevie Wonder. He was born in 1950, is still living, and continues to share his positive messages in his 

music.  Stevie went from being a child prodigy to a multi-instrumental genius to a living legend.  

 

*Discuss pictures (M) The graphic designer layered the photographs so that many of them appear to be in 

motion. Stevie is known for how he wags his head while performing. 

 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M) Have you ever heard any of Stevie Wonder’s music? Describe it. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) record (p.7); co-wrote (p.19) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Explain what a timeline is on pages 22 and 23. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers notice how the biography begins with a summary of Stevie’s life and then proceeds with just the 

highlights of his life in a chronological order.  Compare this format with other biographies your group has read. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

How did Stevie’s parents concern for his safety contribute to Stevie’s love of music? (p.6) (Inference) 

Which word on page 7 is both a homonym and a pun? (Record) 

Do you think Stevie was so amazing because he was blind, he practiced so much, or he was simply born with 

talent? (Evaluation) 

How did Stevie help promote world peace? (p.p.3, 20) 

Other than blindness, did Stevie have other hardships in his life? (A Google search revealed that Stevie was in a 

car crash in 1973 that left him without the senses of taste and smell.) 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Did the authors’ choice of highlights cause you to want to more details or did they include any unnecessary 

information? (Synthesis) 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):   

 

Write about someone you know who is famous. How will you decide what information is important to include? 


