
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was King Tut?  Level: O   ISBN: 978-0448443607  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day One (Introduction- Ch. 1) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Book Introduction:  This book is a biography called Who Was King Tut? by Roberta Edwards.  It tells 

about the life of King Tutankhamun and gives information about the life of pharaohs in ancient Egypt as 

well as Howard Carter’s discovery of King Tut’s tomb.  Let’s read the Introduction together. 

 

Day One:  Today you will read background information about ancient Egypt.  You will also learn about 

King Tut’s father.  Read to find out what King Tut’s life was like by the time he was ten years old.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) pharaoh (pg. 1/pg. 8)- ruler of the Egyptians (context clues pg. 8) 

     ancient (pg. 3)- a long time ago 

     empire (pg. 7)- a large group of people or nations ruled by a powerful  

government 

     crook and flail (pg. 9)- items used by a pharaoh (see picture) 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about information they read about in books.  Today you will read about King 

Tut’s life by the time he was ten.  Infer why we don’t have more information about his childhood.  Be 

ready to share during our discussion time.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

If you had the chance, would you go and see the things that were in King Tut’s tomb?  Explain. 

 Predict why those certain items were included in Tut’s tomb. 

Describe ancient Egypt when Tut lived.   

Why did a lot of people live along the Nile River? 

Why don’t we have more information about King Tut? 

What information do we know about him?   
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was King Tut?  Level: O   ISBN: 978-0448443607  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Two (Ch. 2) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Two:  Today you will learn about many changes that Tut’s father, Amenhotep, made in Egypt.  Read 

to find out what some of these changes were.       

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) gods and goddesses (pg. 14)- male and female man-made gods 

     temples (pg. 15)- places of worship 

     profile (pg. 20)- side view of a head 

     customs (pg. 23)- habits that have been around for a long time,  

      traditions 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers pay attention to details while they are reading.  Today you will read about many changes that 

Tut’s father made in the land of Egypt.  Record the changes he made.  Then infer:  Why did he make 

these changes?  Be ready to share during our discussion time.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What were some of the changes that Amenhotep (Tut’s father) made? 

 Why did he made these changes? 

Why was this chapter called, “An Unusual Father”? 

What are gods and goddesses? 

Infer:  Why didn’t King Tut keep these changes made by his father? (pg. 23) 

 

 

 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was King Tut?  Level: O   ISBN: 978-0448443607  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Three (Ch. 3) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Three:  Today you will learn more about Tut’s life as a boy.  You will also learn more about how 

ancient Egyptians wrote down their language.  Read to find out what they did.       

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) scribe (pg. 30)- a person who copies down words or manuscripts (use  

context clues on pg. 31) 

     papyrus (pg. 32)- type of plant which was made into a material that  

      you would write on  

     hieroglyphs (pg. 34)- symbols used by ancient Egyptians 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers analyze conclusions made by the author to determine whether those conclusions make sense.  

Today you will read about Tut’s life as a boy.   How did the author figure out what Tut’s life was like as a 

child?  Do you agree with the author?  Explain.  Be ready to share during our discussion time.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Would you want to live in the Tut’s childhood palace?  Explain. 

Infer:  Why did the author say Tut was a member of the “clean plate club”? 

How did the author describe Tut? 

 How did the author figure out what Tut’s life was like? 

 Do you agree with the author’s description?  Explain. 

Explain how Egyptians wrote things down. 

What is the Rosetta Stone? 

 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was King Tut?  Level: O   ISBN: 978-0448443607  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Four (Ch. 4) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Four:  Today you will learn more about how King Tut died.  Read to find out what some of the 

theories are.      

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) vizier (pg. 39)- chief minister, high official (context clues) 

     afterlife (pg. 43)- life after death 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers give their opinions about information they read in the text.  Today you will learn more 

information surrounding King Tut’s death.  Infer:  How do you think Tut died?  Use details from the text 

to support your answer.  Be ready to share during our discussion time.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Did King Tut really rule?  Explain. 

How do you think King Tut died? 

 What text details did you use to support your answer? 

What have scientists discovered about King Tut? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was King Tut?  Level: O   ISBN: 978-0448443607  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Five (Ch. 5) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Five:  Today you will read about the Egyptian beliefs about the afterlife.  Read to find out what some 

of these beliefs were.     

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) looted (pg. 52)- when things are stolen 

     legends (pg. 53)- stories told over many generations that may or may  

not be true 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers compare and contrast their opinions with the opinions presented in the text.  Today you will 

read about the Egyptian beliefs about the afterlife.  Write down how your views on life after death are 

similar to or different from the Egyptian views.  Be ready to share during our discussion time.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Why were the pharaoh tombs filled with so many things? 

How are your views about life after death similar to or different from the views of the Egyptians?   

 Explain. 

Was it worth it to spend so much time and money to make and fill these huge pyramids?  Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was King Tut?  Level: O   ISBN: 978-0448443607  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Six (Ch. 6-7) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Six:  Today you will read about the process the priests went through to preserve someone into a 

mummy.  You will also read about King Tut’s funeral parade.  Read to find out who was involved in the 

parade.    

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) decaying (pg. 56)- rotting, breaking down, decomposing 

mummy (pg. 57)- the dead body of a human being or animal  

preserved by the ancient Egyptian process of embalming  

natron (pg. 60)- salt used to help dry the body out (context clues)  

     mourners (pg. 65)- people who are sad at a funeral 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers ask questions so they can search for answers.  Today while you read, ask at least 3 “I wonder” 

questions that come to your mind.  Write down any answers to the questions you find.  Be ready to share 

during our discussion time.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Describe the mummy process. 

Was the mummy process worth the time it took?  Explain. 

Why would the mourners take part in a joyful feast after they buried a pharaoh?  Explain.  

What questions did you have during this chapter? 

 What answers did you find? 
 
 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was King Tut?  Level: O   ISBN: 978-0448443607  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Seven (Ch. 8) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Seven:  Today you learn how there were many other people besides looters who removed items from 

the tombs in Egypt.  Read to find out why people took these items.       

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) souvenirs (pg. 71)- a small article kept or bought as a reminder of a  

place visited, keepsake 

archaeologists (pg. 73)- a person who studies ancient people and their  

cultures (context clues) 

     invasions (pg. 74)- when enemies enter a country 

     foreigners (pg. 74)- people from another country 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers ask questions so they can search for answers.  Today while you read, ask at least 3 questions that 

come to your mind.  Write down any answers to the questions you find.  Be ready to share during our 

discussion time.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

Why was chapter 8 called “Mummy Mania”? 

 Would you have gone to an “unwrapping party”?  Explain. 

What happened to the Egyptian empire? 

What new questions did you ask today? 

 What answers did you find? 

Were any of your questions from yesterday answered today? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was King Tut?  Level: O   ISBN: 978-0448443607  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Eight (Ch. 9) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Eight:  Today you learn read about Howard Carter’s quest to finding King Tut’s tomb.  Read to find 

out how he finally makes this important discovery.       

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) dig (pg. 80)- an archaeologist site in the process of being searched/  

examined (context clues) 

     unearthed (pg. 85)- uncovered, discovered 

     aristocrat (pg. 87)- a wealthy, upper-class person 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences to better understand characters’ motives.  As you read today, you will learn a 

lot about Howard Carter and how he did not give up.  After you read, answer this question:  What 

characteristics would you use to describe Howard Carter?  Use details from the text to support your 

answer.  Be ready to share during our discussion time.   

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What characteristics describe Howard Carter? 

 What details from the text did you use? 

What do you think Carter and his crew were thinking as they waited two weeks for Lord Carnarvon to  

arrive from Europe? 

Do you believe in the “Mummy Curse”?  Explain. 

Were any of your questions answered today? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  Who Was King Tut?  Level: O   ISBN: 978-0448443607  Publisher: Scholastic 

Day Nine (Ch. 10-12) 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Let’s review from yesterday… 

 

Day Nine:  Today you will read about all the different items that Howard Carter and his crew discovered 

in King Tut’s tomb.  Read to find out what they discovered.       

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) antechamber (pg. 91)- a room outside the burial chamber 

     Annex (pg. 92)- an additional room in Tut’s tomb 

     alabaster (pg. 96)- white stone  (context clues) 

  *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers make inferences about a person’s impact on other people.  As you finish the book, infer how you 

think Howard Carter’s discovery impacted our world.  Use details from the text to support your answer.  

Be ready to share during our discussion time. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What were these pages about? 

What different items were discovered in King Tut’s tomb? 

If robbers had indeed come into Tut’s tomb in the past, why weren’t more things missing? 

How do you think Carter felt when he uncovered the mummy of Tut? 

How do you think Carter’s discovery impacted our world? 

 What details from the text did you use? 

Were you satisfied with the ending of this book?  Explain. 

 
 

 


