
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Breakfast Bird and Other Stories       Level:    O      ISBN:  9781572558038          Publisher:  Mondo 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  There are six chapters. Cover two chapters a day. 

*Summarize plot (M) 

 You can probably identify all the animals on the front cover. An excellent introduction to this delightful 

collection of stories is found on the back cover. Follow along as I read it to you.  

  

*Discuss pictures (M) At the end of the first chapter, let’s decide whether or not this book benefits from 

having illustrations. Do the drawings give any information that the story doesn’t supply? 

 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)  

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M) See questions below. 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Leader may need to explain “mice multiplied” on page 20. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Chapter 1: You’re familiar with the plot used in Curious George books where the monkey’s escapades turn out 

to save the day. Knowing that kind of plot will help readers know what to predict about Cathie’s honey 

obsession after reading pages 8 and 9. 

Chapter 2: Readers look past the unlikely parts of the story to discover a lesson to be learned. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Chapter 1:  

What was Johnny’s problem? Did he solve it? Explain. (Comprehension, Evaluation) 

How did Nippy learn to say, “Johnny, Johnny, where are you?” (Inference) 

Chapter 2:  

Has anyone ever messed with your mind? Was it funny or uncomfortable? (Connection) 

Does it matter that it doesn’t make sense for an old man to be able to glue furniture to the ceiling by himself?    

Explain your reasons. (Evaluation) 

How did seeing everything glued to the ceiling cause the mice to faint? (Inference) 

What lesson was being taught in this story?  (Evaluation, Inference) 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write about a time when you fell for someone’s trick, or when you tricked someone. 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title: The Breakfast Bird and Other Animal Stories    Level:  O  ISBN:  9781572558038     Publisher:  Mondo 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Day 2, chapters 3 and 4. 

      *Summarize plot (M) 

Chapter 3: We all know what it’s like to have new students added to the classroom. Have you ever had to go to 

a new school? It’s scary to be the new kid. How will the students in George’s class treat him when he seems a 

little odd to them? 

Chapter 4: How do you like to celebrate your birthday? Does your birthday ever turn out to be disappointing? 

Let’s find out what kind of birthday Edgar experiences. 

 

      *Discuss pictures (M) 

      *Unfamiliar book language/character names (S) 

      *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

      *New or important words (V)  skinks (p.30 – a type of lizard); explain “buy samples” on page 40 

      *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

     Connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Chapter 3: Readers pay close attention to how and why characters change in this story. 

Chapter 4: Readers make predictions about why Edgar’s friends aren’t wishing him a happy birthday. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After reading:  (8-10 min.) 

*Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or comprehension strategy (see above) 

Chapter 3:  

 Why didn’t Jeremy stumble and bump into things after he talked about George? (Synthesis) 

How do you think Jeremy should have responded differently to those who bullied him before they met George? 

(Evaluation) 

Chapter 4:  

Why do you think the author included Sally building a boat? What was the boat for? (Inference) 

When was the last time you felt sorry for yourself? Was it because you misunderstood your friends? 

(Connection) 

Why did the surprise party take place in the evening? (Inference) 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write about a fantasy birthday. 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

 

 

Title: The Breakfast Bird and Other Animal Stories    Level:  O  ISBN:  9781572558038     Publisher:  Mondo 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 3, chapters 5 and 6. 

      *Summarize plot (M) 

Chapter 5: Do you look forward to lunch time? How many of you bring a lunch from home? Do you ever find 

yourself wishing you had someone else’s lunch? This story tells about what can happen if you trade lunches. 

Chapter 6: What do you do with things that aren’t useful to you anymore? Can you give a jacket you have 

outgrown to someone else who could use it? If your shoes are all worn out, would you give those away? In the 

second story today a farmer makes a decision about his useless old dog. Let’s read to see if it was a good 

choice. 

      *Discuss pictures (M) 

      *Unfamiliar book language/character names (S) 

      *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Words/Text Layout: 

      *New or important words (V)  revenged (p.46) 

      *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

     Connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Chapter 5: Readers notice how the author begins with foreshadowing and decide if it helps with making 

predictions or if it says too much and spoils the surprise. 

Chapter 6: Readers think carefully as they read to discover, and articulate, the Big Idea. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After reading:  (8-10 min.) 

*Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or comprehension strategy (see above) 

Chapter 5:  

Compare the first paragraph of this story with the first paragraph of another story in this book. (All of the stories 

have different authors.) Do any other stories have foreshadowing? (Comprehension) 

What should Josh’s mom do differently? (Evaluation) 

Do you think Brad will stop bullying Josh after the bugs scare him? (Evaluation) 

Chapter 6:  

Did the wolf have poor eyesight? Explain. (p.6) (Inference) 

If the Big Idea could be reduced to one word, which of the following could it be Trust, Loyalty, Forgiveness, 

Trickery, or Fairness? 

Does this story remind you of any other story you have read? (The Bremen-town Musicians) 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write what you think about tall tales using animals to teach humans a lesson. 


