
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Stranded  Level: O  ISBN: 978-0-545-56255-3  Publisher: Scholastic   Day 1  Book Intro & Chapter 1  

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M)             

Book Summary 

Before you start the book, read the back cover for an overview. 

 

Chapter 1:  Pages 1-12 
 

In this chapter you are going to be introduced to the 4 main characters, Vanessa, Buzz, Carter, 

and June.  Pay attention the character traits of each one.  They are on a boat, Lucky Star, with 

Uncle Dex and Joe.  There is a storm coming.   Read to find out what happens.  
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V)    mainsail (1)  cockpit (2)   jackline  (3)   adrenaline (3) 

 
            *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)      
 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 
 

Good readers make character inferences as they read. 
 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Describe all 4 children.  What do we know about them so far? 

Why were the children on a sailing trip with their uncle? 

What was Vanessa trying to protect Jane from? 

Compare and contrast Carter and Buzz.  Describe the differences in the ways they are handling 

the sailing experience. 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):   Have you ever been on a sail boat.  Would you like to go on a sail 

boat?  Why or why not 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Stranded    Level: O      ISBN: 978-0-545-56255-3        Publisher: Scholastic     Day 2  Chapters 2-3 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 
 

Chapters 2-3:  Pages 13-34 

 

Dex comes down to try to comfort the kids.  He asks them to put on their PFD, personal 

floatation device.  Vanessa gets nervous and calls her dad on the phone.  The phone was 

supposed to be for emergencies only.  At the end of chapter 2, Joe calls an SOS.  The ship is 

damaged and they are forced to abandon it.   
 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):  porthole (14)   galley  nautical (16)  squall (17)   bellowed (31) 

 

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)     

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make character inferences as they read. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

What did Uncle Dex talking about when he said it was a boomerang day? 

What can be inferred from this sentence describing uncle Dex, "His expression was grim as he 

ran a gap hand over his dripping wet face". 

What did uncle Dex mean when he said they would "skirt around this squall"? 

What word could be used to describe the feelings of the group while trying to abandon the 

boat? 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Do you think Carter did the right thing by staying on the boat, or 

should he have gone after his uncle?  What would you have done? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Stranded    Level: O    ISBN: 978-0-545-56255-3     Publisher: Scholastic    Day 3  Chapters 4-5 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 
 

Chapter 4-5:  Pages 35-59 

 

In chapter 4 you will learn about the frightening moments for the children as the boat starts to 

fall apart around them.  In chapter 5, the four children find themselves shipwrecked when they 

finally wake up.  They do what they can to try to communicate with someone.  Read to find out if 

help is on the way. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):   
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

     

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make predictions and revise them. 
 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Chapter 4: 

What words did the author use to describe the storm? 

Where was Jane? 

 

Chapter 5:  

What two methods were used to charge the boats batteries? 

What did Vanessa remember so they could try to contact someone? 

What else do you think Vanessa should have mentioned to the Coast Guard? 

 
 

Writing Connection (optional):    What do you think happened to Dex and Joe?  Use the information 

you know about them and their skills to make your prediction. 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Stranded       Level: O   ISBN: 978-0-545-56255-3           Publisher: Scholastic   Day 4 Chapters 6-7 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapters 6-7:  Pages 61-75 

 

In chapter 6, the children realize they are alone.  Worried about how they could survive, they 

find water and granola bars that they eat and drink before they walk off the boat.  In chapter 

7, Carter has an idea to find Dex and Joe. 
 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):    summit, gorge, and ravine (75) 

 
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V):    

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make predictions and revise them. 
 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 
 

What scared Vanessa the most? 

How did they get water to drink? 

Why did the author describe Jane as a little monkey? 

Where were they at the end if chapter 7.   
 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  What do you think they will do next to find Dex and Joe? 
 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Stranded       Level: O   ISBN: 978-0-545-56255-3        Publisher: Scholastic   Day 5 Chapters 8-9 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 
 

Chapter 8-9:  Pages 77-99 

  

In chapter 8 Carter's plan takes the group to the top of the ravine. They need to make a plan to 

get across the ravine to the summit to get the best view of the area.  When they finally get 

there, they are disappointed in what they see.  In chapter 9, Buzz explains his idea and we find 

out how he got his name.  We will also start to read about some tension that begins to build in 

the group.   
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):   

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)     

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make predictions and revise them. 
 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Chapter 8 
Describe Carter's plan to get across the ravine. 

How do you think Buzz felt when he crossed the ravine?  Use text evidence to support your answer. 

The island was really an atoll, how did the author define atoll? 

Chapter 9 
How did Buzz get his nickname? 

When does Buzz begin to feel like he is being listened to & he actually appears to be taking charge?  

Explain the process used to build the signal fire. 

When they get back to the Lucky Star, Why did they all start turning on each other? 

Why does Carter take off running? 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  What do you think was in the woods at the end of chapter 9? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Stranded    Level: O   ISBN: 978-0-545-56255-3        Publisher: Scholastic   Day 6 Chapters 10-11  

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapter 10-11 Pages 101-114 

In this chapter, the children need to make a plan for the day.  Vanessa has an idea but Carter 

has a different idea. In chapter 11, they decide to divide up so Carter and Jane head out to find 

water while Vanessa and Buzz stay at the boat to try to get the solar panel to work. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):  dehydration (106) 
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers understand and can make inferences about the characters. 
 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Chapter 10: 

What does Jane name all these places:  the island, rocks, top of the cliffs, and beach in her 

"report"? 

What happens in the "family meeting”? 

What does Vanessa want to do? 

What does Carter want to do? 

What does “so work it out” mean?  How do you think this phrase will mold the relationships? 

Chapter 11: 

What did Jane do when she was nervous. 

Why does Carter think they will find water? 

What did Vanessa say to help ease Buzz's mind?  (We will work it out) 

What was the main reason the children wanted to fix the solar panel? 

What were all the things they could do if they got the panel to work? 
 

Writing Connection (optional):  Describe how Vanessa and Carter are alike and different. 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Stranded    Level: O   ISBN: 978-0-545-56255-3       Publisher: Scholastic  Day 7 Chapters 12-13  

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapter 12-13 Pages 115-130 

 

Carter and Jane will find a waterfall but it is very difficult to get to it.  They both find 

themselves in trouble even though they are both good swimmers.  Vanessa thinks she has 

figured out where they may be shipwrecked but that news is not good either!   
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):  cascaded (116)  current (117) 
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make and revise predictions. 
 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Chapter 12: 

Where did Carter and Jane find water? 

What did they see that they thought would have freshwater? 

Explain the problem that Carter and Jane faced with the ocean current. 

 

Chapter 13: 

Why was Vanessa not very excited after she thought she found their location on the map? 

What problem did Carter and Jane face when they got out of the current? 

 

 
 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  Predict what will happen to Carter and Jane. 
 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Stranded      Level: O  ISBN: 978-0-545-56255-3       Publisher: Scholastic Day 8 Chapters 14-15 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapters 14-15 Pages 131-144 
 

Chapter 14, Buzz and Vanessa start out to find Carter and Jane.  They are pleasantly surprised 

when it starts to rain.  They decide to go back to the boat and try to collect some water.  In 

chapter 15, Carter and Jane wake up to find that they can get to waterfall.  While at the 

waterfall, Jane has another crazy idea read to find out what it is. 
 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):    
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Good readers will remember details when they read. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Chapter 14: 

What did Vanessa and Buzz do to get more water from the jungle? 

Where did Buzz get the idea? 

What did Buzz use to collect rainwater?  Where did he get this idea? 

What was Jane thinking about when they were sitting in the dark on "their little island”? 

What do you think Carter is thinking when they are sitting in dark and cold? 

 

Chapter 15: 

What had happened to Carter during the night? 

What did they find when they reached the waterfall? 

Why did Jane want to see where the cave went? 

What did Jane say to convince Carter to explore the cave? 

How did Jane help them see when they were in the dark cave? 
 

Writing Connection (optional):     



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Stranded      Level: O  ISBN: 978-0-545-56255-3       Publisher: Scholastic Day 9 Chapters 16-17 

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Chapter 16-17 Pages 145-162 

 

Vanessa and Buzz set out to find Carter and Jane.  While they are walking they think they hear 

voices.  They decide to find out about the voices.  The voices were Carter and Jane!  When they 

get back to the Lucky Star they all eat come cold canned food and then begin to work.  At the 

end of chapter 17, Jane makes an exciting discovery! 
 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):    
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers remember details when they read. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Chapter 16: 

What decision did Carter and Jane have to make while in the cave? 

How did Vanessa and Buzz find them in the cave? 

How would things have been different for Buzz and Vanessa if Carter and Jane would not have 

returned from getting water? 

 

Chapter 17: 

Each of them had a job after they ate, talk about each one. 

What two things did the children discover to help them get a better idea of their location? 

 
Writing Connection (optional): 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title: Stranded   Level: O  ISBN: 978-0-545-56255-3   Publisher: Scholastic  Day 10 Chapter 18 & epilogue  

 

Before Reading:  (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Chapter 18 and the Epilogue: Pages 163-176 

 

Disaster strikes again!  Read to find out what unfortunate event has now happened to the 

children. 
 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

*New or important words (V):    
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

   

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers will understand characters and how they change in a story. 

 
During Reading: (10-15 min.) 
Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Why did the children have to abandon the boat? 

What things would you have taken with you when Vanessa said to get off the boat? 

 

Describe how the children's feelings about each other have changed from the beginning of the 

book to the end of the book. 

 

Epilogue:  What new information did you gain while reading this? 

 
 

Writing Connection (optional):  Based on all the information from chapter 18 and the epilogue, make 

predictions for book 2. 

 


