
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Season of the sandstorms_____________Level:___O____ISBN:___________Publisher:_____________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 1: Prologue and Chapter 1 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

*Begin by reading the prologue together as a group and discussing the premise of the Magic Tree House and 

Jack and Annie’s adventures. 

 

Annie notices that the tree house is back in the tallest oak in the Frog Creek woods.  Jack and Annie are excited 

to go on their next Merlin Mission and run to the tree house.  Read to find out where they will travel to on this 

adventure.   

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  Baghdad (pg.5)  Caliph (pg.6)  Arabian (pg. 11)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

*Dark Bold Words (pg.3)  -Title of the Book Jack is reading 

*Italics (pg. 6-7)  Letter 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make inferences about the characters and plot while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What clues helped you know Jack and Annie had traveled to a different place?   

 (Have a map to show them)  Can you find Baghdad on a map? 

 What do you think “spread wisdom to the world” means? 

 What does it mean to have a golden age? 

 What does it mean to be humble? 

 What do you think ships of the desert are? 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

If you had a “Magic Tree House” that you could go anywhere at any point in history, where would you go?  

Why? 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:_Season of the sandstorms_____________Level:___O____ISBN:___________Publisher:_____________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Day 2:  Chapter 2 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jack and Annie arrive in the desert in the middle of nowhere.  Read to find out what they do and how they plan 

to find the city of Baghdad.   

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  Sparse (12)  haze (17)  bandits (21) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

*Bold Text pg. 12-  Part of a Book Jack is reading 

*Italics pg. 13-  part of letter from Merlin 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make inferences about the characters and plot while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 How did a sandstorm brought helpers?   

 Describe a sandstorm 

 Why do you think Jack and Annie’s outfits had changed when the tree house stopped spinning? 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What are some inferences you made about the characters or events in the story?  What clues did you use to help 

you make those inferences?   

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:_Season of the sandstorms_____________Level:___O____ISBN:___________Publisher:_____________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Day 3:  Chapter 3 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jack and Annie encounter a caravan of merchants in the desert.  Read to find out if the caravan can help them 

find Baghdad.   

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  Merchants (22)  caravan (22)  oasis (24) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make inferences about the characters and events while they read.     

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

 According to Mamoon, why is it important to ride with others in the desert? 

 What are dates? 

 Why did the men laugh when Annie said they were going to meet and talk with the Caliph? 

 What are ships of the desert? 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What are some inferences you made about the characters or events in the story?  What clues did you use to help 

you make those inferences?   

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:_Season of the sandstorms_____________Level:___O____ISBN:___________Publisher:_____________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Day 4:  Chapter 4 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jack and Annie ride with the caravan toward Baghdad.  On their trip, they will encounter something 

unexpected.  Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) ambling (32)  superior (35)  coax (35)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers will make inferences about the characters and events while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

 How have the camels adapted to living in the desert? 

 What is Jack worried about? 

 Who do Jack and Annie encounter in the night?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

If you were traveling with a caravan in the desert and encountered bandits, what would you do?  Why? 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:_Season of the sandstorms_____________Level:___O____ISBN:___________Publisher:_____________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Day 5:  Chapter 5 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jack and Annie are given a priceless treasure from Mamoon and told to ride away quickly when the bandits 

come.  Read to find our if they make it safely away with the priceless treasure.   

 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  plodding (42)  wafting (44)   silhouetted (46)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make inferences about the characters and events while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What is the whistling sands? 

 What did Mamoon mean when he said “the desert is restless”  What clues helped you make that 

inference? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

If you were entrusted with a priceless treasure, would you open it up without permission?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:_Season of the sandstorms_____________Level:___O____ISBN:___________Publisher:_____________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Day 6:  Chapter  

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jack, Annie, and Mamoon get caught in a sandstorm.  After it blows over, Jack and Annie have been separated 

from Mamoon.  Will they find him and be able to continue on to Baghdad?  Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  battered (54)  suffocating (54)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make inferences about the characters and events while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 Why do you think Mamoon had Jack and Annie lie face down in the sand during the storm?  What clues 

helped you make that inference?   

 Who was Aristotle? 

 What is Jack and Annie’s mission for Merlin? 

 What do you think Jack and Annie are currently feeling? Why do you think that? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Has there ever been a time when you were separated from a parent or friend?  Explain what happened, how you 

felt, and what you did.   

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Season of the sandstorms_____________Level:___O____ISBN:___________Publisher:_____________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Day 7:  Chapter 7 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jack and Annie finally make it to Baghdad with the priceless treasure.  However, when Jack and Annie turn 

their backs for a few minutes, something happens to the priceless treasure.  Read to find out what happens.   

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  veils (62)   brocade (64) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make inferences about the characters and events while they read.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 What is a bazaar? 

 Why do you think Jack doesn’t like Annie talking to others and telling them about who they are and 

where came from?  

 What happened to the priceless treasure?   

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

  

 

What inferences did you make about the characters or events while reading today? 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Season of the sandstorms_____________Level:___O____ISBN:___________Publisher:_____________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Day 8:  Chapter 8 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jack and Annie meet a young girl who takes them into the palace to meet the caliph.  They are told to kneel on 

the floor without looking up.  Read to find out what happens when they finally meet the caliph.   

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  shaft (75)  trousers (79)  mechanical (81)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make inferences about the characters and events while reading.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 How did Jack and Annie mend the book?   

 Make an inference; who is the caliph? 

 Why do you think Mamoon did not tell them right away that he was the caliph? 

 Why do you think Jack and Annie did not want a reward for finding and bringing the priceless treasure 

to the caliph? 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

If you were Jack and Annie would you have accepted a reward for carrying out your mission?  Explain why or 

why not.  

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Season of the sandstorms_____________Level:___O____ISBN:___________Publisher:_____________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) Day 9:  Chapter 9 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jack and Anie follow Caliph Abdulla al-Mamoon to his favorite place, a place where wisdom can be spread.  

Read to find out where they go and what it is like.   

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  acquire (86)  billowed (87)  corridor (87)   escorted (89)  modestly (95) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make inferences about the characters and events while reading.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

 Why did Mamoon go find the book himself instead of sending a servant to do it for him? 

 How did Jack and Annie help share wisdom to the world? 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

 

What inferences about the characters or events did you make while reading.  What clues helped you make those 

inferences?   

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:_Season of the sandstorms_____________Level:___O____ISBN:___________Publisher:_____________ 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)  Day 10:  Chapter 10 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Jack and Annie have to get all the way back to the tree house before the moon rises.  Will they make it in time?  

Read to find out. 

 

 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  scholar  (96)   grouchily (98)  teetered (103)   

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Good readers make inferences about the characters and events while reading.   

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

 What was unique about the way Jack and Annie get back to the tree house? 

 What inference do you make about the servant boy and girl that helped Jack and Annie? 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

If you could go on a magic carpet ride, where would you go and what do you think it would be like?   


