
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:  San Antonio: The River City                  Level: O            ISBN:  978-141893697-6          Publisher:  Rigby 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

Have a map of the United States for this lesson.  It may take 2 days to cover the material in this book. 

Have you ever been to San Antonio, Texas? Do you know where Texas is or anything about it? Today we are 

going to read a non-fiction text about a very interesting city in Texas. 

 

Introduction – Explains how San Antonio was settled. 

Chapter 1 – Life Along the River – This chapter explains reasons for building a settlement along the river, and 

what life was like there long ago. 

Chapter 2 – San Antonio Grows – This chapter explains how cowboys and railroads helped San Antonio to 

grow. Chart shows how the population grew. 

Chapter 3 – Spending Time in San Antonio – This chapter tells about San Antonio today and things you might 

see there. 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V)  immigrants (7)   population (12)   cultures (17) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  Point out maps, diagrams, charts, photos essay, table of contents, 

glossary, index – all very important for understanding text. 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers use text features to help them understand non-fiction. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Review facts about San Antonio. Was there anything that was confusing? 

What did you find interesting about San Antonio? 

What features in the book helped you to understand the facts about San Antonio? Show us the page. (Have 

everyone turn there.) 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

What part of San Antonio would you like to visit? Why? 


