
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Giant Pandas                   Level:  O                  ISBN:  978-082341828-2             Publisher: Holiday House 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)                                                                                                                             

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

 

Have you ever seen or studied pandas? What do you know about them? This book will give us facts about 

these giant pandas. This is a nonfiction text even though the illustrations are drawn. Let’s look at the map 

together at the beginning of the text to see where pandas live. We will learn about their physical characteristics, 

behaviors, life cycle, and habitat. We will also learn about the challenges giant pandas face in the wild.  

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V): characteristics, flexible, nutritious 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V): Be sure to read labels on all pictures to help with comprehension. 

Also, read the special chart on the last page. It contains interesting facts about pandas. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

 

Readers use text features to help them understand nonfiction. 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

List some facts about a panda’s physical characteristics. 

Describe how pandas behave in their everyday life. What do they like to do and eat? How do they interact with 

other pandas? 

Discuss how a mother takes care of her cub.  

What are some of the problems that pandas face in surviving in the wild? 

What else would you like to learn about pandas? 

 

 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional):  

 

Write down facts that were new to you or write down the most interesting facts about pandas. 

 


