
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:        Escape        Level:   O    ISBN:  978-0-47-822908-0   Publisher: Learning Media Limited   

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

-This book falls in the science fiction genre. Do you know what makes science fiction different from other 

stories? Science fiction is a type of fiction books that usually focus on space travel, time travel, the future, or 

extraterrestrial life. What science fiction stories or movies have you read or seen?  

 

-This book is called Escape! Look at the front cover. What do you think could be happening here? Why do you 

think someone has to escape?  

 

-Read the introduction before chapter 1. This introduction gives us some information about characters, setting, 

and a plot. What did you read in the introduction? What do they need to find on the new planet? Trillium is 

what they need. It is a type of metal. Today we will read chapters 1 and 2 to find out more about our characters 

and the problem that they have.  

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) Trillium (pg. 5) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

The introduction at the front of the book gives us some information about the text. It also shows us who our 

main characters are.  

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, problem, solution) 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Who are the characters in our story? Where are they at? Let’s discuss why they are visiting the planet, and the 

problems they were having while trying to get to the planet.  

Why did they send scanners down to the planet before landing? Why did the scanners explode? What is a force 

field? How would it help whoever is on the planet? How did Zimm know there were other people on the planet?  

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Why do Zimm and Tarek go to the new planet?  

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:        Escape        Level:   O    ISBN:  978-0-47-822908-0   Publisher: Learning Media Limited   

 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

-Let’s review who is in our book and what is going on.  

-Today Tarek and Zimm find the others who set up the force field. They are the Andrals from planet Andral. 

What do you think the Andrals will be like? They are aliens, and when the Andrals find Zimm and Tarek, it 

says, “Our trillium,” gurgled a voice. What do you think gurgled means? It is a sound almost like someone is 

talking under water.  

-Let’s read chapters 2 and 3 to find out what happens when the Andrals meet Zimm and Tarek. 

 

 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) gurgled (pg. 14)  

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, problem, solution) 

 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

- What did Zimm and Tarek find when they landed? Based on what Tarek says on page 12, what can we tell 

about his home planet?  

- What the Andrals like? Why are they are digging the trillium? Why did Tarek lie to them about how he and 

Zimm got the planet?  

- Why did the Andrals take them down to their camp? What do you think they are going to do with them when 

they get to the camp? How are Zimm and Tarek feeling by the end of the chapter? What makes you think that?  

- Based on the title of the book what do you think will happen to Tarek and Zimm next? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Based on the title of the book what do you think will happen to Tarek and Zimm next? 

Or 

Describe the Andrals.  

 



Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
Title:        Escape        Level:   O    ISBN:  978-0-47-822908-0   Publisher: Learning Media Limited   

 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)     *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M) 

- Where and Zimm and Tarek right now in the book? How did they get there? Today we will read about what 

the Andrals plan to do with them. They will have to come up with a plan to escape. How do you think they will 

escape?  

- Chapter 5 is called No Guns. Tarek describes the weapon that he is carrying. He says it is a “freeze-beam.” 

What do you think that means? A beam is a ray, like a ray of light. When you read about it, try to picture what 

he is describing, and what the freeze-beam does.  

-Let’s read chapters 5, 6, and 7 to find out what happens to Zimm and Tarek.  

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) freeze-beam (pg 19) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, problem, solution) 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

- Chapter 5 was titled No Guns. Why did the author name it that? What could you determine about the freeze-

beam based on what Tarek said? What do they do? Why is that helpful?  

- We know who our characters are, and where the setting is. Now what do we know about their problem in the 

story? Right they get taken captive. What did the Andrals say their plan was? What did Tarek and Zimm think 

about that? What did they decide they had to do about it? 

- After Zimm and Tarek find out what the Andrals plan is, describe their solution to their problem. (How did 

they escape?)  

- Why did the fly directly over the camp? What made that more dangerous?  

- How did they feel when they heard the captains voice at the beginning of chapter 7? Why were they so excited 

about being able to hear him? Right they knew if they could hear the captain again that they were out of the 

force field.  

- On page 31, what was Zimm referring to when she said, “Yes, but I don’t want to spend my life digging it up 

for someone else”? 

 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

Write about the problem that the main characters faced, and describe the solution.  


