
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  E-Pals Across the World              Level:  O               ISBN:  9781418936990                   Publisher:  Rigby 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M) 

 What do you think the letter E stands for in the title? It was common in the days before email for kids to 

have pen-pals by writing letters to each other and sending them through the U. S. Postal Service. If the pen-pal 

lived in another country the letter would take many days to arrive. In this book we will get to read e-mails 

between two e-pals. Don’t worry, they don’t get too personal. 

 

*Discuss pictures (M) The book doesn’t tell us if the children included the photographs in their emails, but 

the photos sure help us to visualize what they are writing about. 

 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)  Maeleigh = “MAY-lee” 

 

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M) Has your family had a foreign exchange student or do you know 

missionary children who live in other countries with whom you could be e-pals? 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Readers compare and contrast the cultures of Singapore and Indiana. Leader can suggest the readers create a 

chart to plot differences and similarities. 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

Let’s share ideas on how Maeleigh may have gotten Joshua’s e-mail address. 

These two e-pals covered six topics. What other topics would also be interesting? 

Could there have easily been more than one short email to talk about school or foods? 

Name three ways Joshua’s school is different from Maeleigh’s school.  

What kind of academic pressure do fourth graders have in Singapore? 

What’s the same about where Joshua and Maeleigh like to play. 

Would you like to have an e-pal? Why/why not? 

 

Writing Connection (optional): 

 

Write an introductory e-mail to someone in England. The subject line could say, Greetings from the United 

States of America. 


