
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Amigo                 Level:  O               ISBN:  978-068971299-9        Publisher:  Aladdin/Simon & Schuster 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

*Summarize plot (M)  

 Direct students’ attention to the back cover and read to them what Booklist said about this book. 

Poetry cannot be rushed so it may take two days to get the most out of this story. 

  

*Discuss pictures (M) Is the illustration style familiar to you? Has anyone read The Little House on the 

Prairie series? Garth Williams is able to capture emotions so well in his soft pencil and watercolor renderings. 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   

*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)  Have you ever wanted something so badly even though it seemed 

impossible that you’d ever be able to get it? 

 

Words/Text Layout: 

 *New or important words (V) adventurous (p.19), mesquite (p.24 – spiny shrub), note the hyphenated 

strings of words on page 10. 

 *Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  This book is structured with short rhyming lines in a poem that is 41 

pages long. 

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance 

 

The author introduces a conflict between a strong desire Francisco has and the impossibility of getting the only 

thing he really wants. Should Francisco just give up? What would you do? 

 

 

During Reading: (10-15 min.) 

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading 

fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with 

students who are independently reading. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

Did Francisco get what he wanted? Explain. 

What was the same about the boy and the prairie dog? 

What was the same about the mother of the boy and the mother of the prairie dog? 

How did Francisco and Amigo express their love? 

What can you learn about making friends from this story? (patience - think about what you can give) 

How would the mood of the story been different if it had been written as prose? 

 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

How did the mother try to help solve the conflict on page 7? 

What did Francisco have to do to solve the conflict? (p.10 – he had to accept a compromise) 

 

Writing Connection:  How would you have solved the conflict Francisco experienced? 

 


