Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  Thunder Cave      Level:  O                    ISBN:  978-1-74320-111-4   Publisher:  Okapi 
Teaching Point:  Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, problem, solution)

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

The book Thunder Cave is in the genre of fiction but it was based on real life stories.  Kiera and her dad plan to fish at Thunder Cave.   At a local shop, the owner Rick warns them about some dangers about Thunder Cave.  Dad listens but doesn’t seem too bothered by the information.  Kiera has a hard time forgetting about the warning.  As you read, pay attention to the dialog and the illustrations to understand the character’s feelings and actions.
Sometimes authors give us a warning about what may be coming to get us curious about what may happen.  This use of suspense is called foreshadowing.
Words/Text Layout:
· New or important words (V)    p. 11 kelp (use context clues on p. 11 to develop meaning)
· Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Intentional Teaching Point (refer to flip chart):
Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, problem, solution)

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Listen in to students while they read. Reinforce the teaching point, help with decoding, check for understanding 

and provide specific feedback.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)

· Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)
Look at p. 13.  Explain how the author helped you picture the kelp in this area. (reread last paragraph)
How did the setting impact the plot in this story?
What were you able to predict based on the characters’ traits?

Does the plot seem realistic?  Show me some places in the text where you felt concerned for Kiera and her dad.  (p. 18 text and picture)
Look at p. 22-23.  Explain what the author and illustrator did help you understand how Kiera was feeling when she visualized her

dad being trapped.  (her expression, “called at the top of her lungs, felt tears welling up in her eyes, if dad had gotten caught…”)

Describe the character traits that helped Kiera through this horrible situation.  Explain her actions.

Look at p. 26.  The title of Ch. 5 is Saved by the Kelp.   It’s ironic that the very thing that could have hurt dad, saved him.

Reread and be ready to discuss the 2nd paragraph on p. 27 describing how the kelp actually helped dad. 

· Discussion Questions
Why was the fishing area called Thunder Cave?
Reread the last paragraph on p. 27.  Explain how Rick’s advice to people about Thunder Cave changed.  Identify other

details that Rick might add to his story.   
Explain how this story can relate your life now, or in the future.

You model reading A note from the author on p. 28 to kids.  Discuss how real-life events can influence a great piece of writing.

Writing Connection:
In writing, describe the setting for Thunder Cave.
Describe the problem and solution in this book. 
