Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: The Trouble with Oatmeal Level: _O_ ISBN: 076357449 Publisher: Rigby PM Chapter Books

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Today we will begin reading The Trouble with Oatmeal by Janet Slater Bottin. Just by looking at the front cover, what do you think “Oatmeal” is? Do you think it is the tasty food you eat for breakfast? Oatmeal is actually the pet cat in this story. This story is about two girls, Lucy (who will be telling us this story) and Jess (her best friend). At the beginning of the story Jess has to move away, and so her and Lucy begin sending each other letters in the mail. Let’s all turn to page 11, so that we can preview how the layout of this book changes. This book is called The Trouble with Oatmeal, so lets begin reading to see if we can discover what trouble with Oatmeal is.

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) deciduous (pg. 5) high-rise (pg. 13)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) – Lucy is the one telling this story. However, you will also read the letters that Jess and Lucy send back and forth to each other, so some of the story is written so that we are reading letters.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Good readers make connections (text-to-self, text-to-text, text-to-world) while they are reading to help them better understand what they are reading. As you are reading today, think of some connections that you are making while you read and jot them down on the sticky notes. We will share some of these connections when we meet back together. 

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

So what is going on so far in this story?

Let’s talk about the connections you have made so far while reading about Lucy, Jess, and Oatmeal…

(best friend, pet cat, writing people letters, moving away, etc.) 

How did these connections help you make sense of the story?

Writing Connection (optional): Write on sticky-notes when you make a connection to the story and put the sticky note 

Title: The Trouble With Oatmeal Level:   O  ISBN:   076357449   Publisher: __Rigby PM Chapter Books  

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Yesterday, we started reading The Trouble With Oatmeal, and we looked at how good readers make connections to the text as they read. Today, we will be finishing up this story. Have we really found out what the trouble with Oatmeal is yet? Hmm… I wonder what is going to happen to the cat. It looks like the plot is going to start thickening as we find out what the trouble with Oatmeal is. Remember that Oatmeal belongs to Jess, and so when Jess and her family moved, they took Oatmeal with them. Lucy and Jess now write letters back and forth because they miss each other. So today we are going to start reading on page 18. This chapter is titled, “The Trouble with Oatmeal.” 
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) windowsill (19) traumatized (20)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Remember that this story is written using a letter format, but that the “writer” of the story is actually Lucy. 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers revise predictions as they learn about new events. This means that as we gain new information about the story while we read, we can make new predictions (form new ideas) about what we think will happen next in the story. Today, before you start reading write down a prediction you have about Oatmeal on a sticky note. When you reach page 24, write down a new prediction that you have about Oatmeal. While you read be aware of how your predictions change when you learn new information.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Wow! Were any of your predictions about Oatmeal correct? 

Why did you make the predictions that you had? 

How did your predictions change as you continued to read?

How do making predictions while you read help readers to make sense of what they are reading?


Writing Connection (optional): Write on a sticky note prior to reading one prediction you have about the trouble with Oatmeal. On page 24, stop and write another prediction about Oatmeal. 

