Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  The Chickenhouse House
Level: O  
ISBN:0-15-307543-0

 Publisher: Harcourt Brace 

Day One (Ch. 1-2)

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Book Introduction:  This book is called The Chickenhouse House by Ellen Howard.  This book is about Alena’s family who moves from her grandfather’s house into a chickenhouse while their house is being built.  It takes a year for the house to be finished, but they finally move into the house in the summer. 
Day One:  Today you will about Alena’s family travelling to their new land.  They will get settled in the chickenhouse.      

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)
   

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) There is a page before the Table of Contents that explains why the author wrote this book.
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

When readers start a book, it is helpful to think about the elements of the story.  Some elements included in stories are characters, setting, and plot.  Setting is the time and place the story takes place.  The plot is the events that happen in the book.  While you are reading today, I want you to record the characters you meet, the setting (time and place), and one event that happens in the story.  Be ready to share during our discussion time.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What were these pages about?
Why do you think the author wrote this book?

What were some of the characters you met?

What was the setting?

What was one event that happened in these chapters?

How would you feel if you had to live in a chickenhouse?
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Day Two (Ch. 3-4)

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Let’s review from yesterday…
Day Two:  Today Alena’s family will travel to Grandfather’s house for Thanksgiving.  They also celebrate Christmas.      

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) grace (pg. 18)- prayer





sleet (pg. 20)- ice pellets created by freezing rain as it falls.

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers make inferences about characters’ feeling.  An inference is a guess based on your schema (background knowledge) and clues from the text.  At the end of chapter 3, the author says, “Alena was glad when Father said it was time to go home to the chickenhouse house.”  Using details from the story and your schema, write down why Alena was glad it was time to go home. Be ready to explain your reasons when we are done reading.    


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What were these pages about?
Why was Alena glad when it was time to go home?


How has Alena changed since the beginning of the book?

Would you have enjoyed Thanksgiving at Grandfather’s house?  Explain.

Is your Thanksgiving similar to or different than Alena’s Thanksgiving?  Explain.
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Day Three (Ch. 5-6)

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Let’s review from yesterday…
Day Three:  In today’s reading, spring comes and Mother plants a garden.  Alena’s family comes to help on house-raising day. 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) cellar (pg. 31)- underground storage place






prairie (pg. 31)- grassland






orchard (pg. 31)- place with lots of fruit trees

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers make inferences about characters’ feelings.  An inference is a guess based on your schema (background knowledge) and clues from the text.  At the end of chapter 5, the author says, “But Alena thought it was sad that the bird left her nice little nest.”  Using details from the story and your schema, write down why Alena was sad.  Also, write down how you think Alena and the bird are similar.  Be ready to explain your answers when we are done reading.    


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What were these pages about?
Why was Alena sad about the bird leaving her nest?

How is Alena like the bird?

What was one thing Alena’s family did in the spring or summer?

Do you think Alena is excited about moving into the new house?  Explain.
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Day Four (Ch. 7-8)

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Let’s review from yesterday…
Day Four:  In today’s reading, Alena’s family finally moves into the new house.  She has trouble sleeping in her new room and ends up in the chickenhouse.  Read to find out what happens to the chickenhouse.  
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) carpenter (pg. 38)- someone who makes things with wood





threshing time (pg. 38)- when farmers harvest crops

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) 
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers make inferences about characters’ actions.  An inference is a guess based on your schema (background knowledge) and clues from the text.  During chapter 7, Alena leaves the big new house and ends up back in the chickenhouse.  Using details from the story and your schema, write down why Alena went back to the chickenhouse.  Write down at least 3 details (and page numbers) you read from the story.  Be ready to explain your answers when we are done reading.    


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What were these pages about?
Why did Alena go back to the chickenhouse house?

What details did you find from the story?


Would you feel like Alena?  Explain.

What ends up happening to the chickenhouse?

If you could change anything about this book, what would you change?


Why?

