Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  Pet Club

Level:  O

ISBN:  978-1-4207-3406-5
             Publisher:  Sundance

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Have you ever been part of a club before?  What do they do in a club?  We’re going to be reading a book about a pet club.  Who do you think might be the members of this club?  Or in order to be a part of this club, what do you think might be a requirement?  You’re right.  The characters in this club all have pets. So what kind of pets do you suppose they have?  Some of the members of this club have some pretty unusual pets.  What are some unusual pets that people have?  
Also as you read today, you’re going to come across a lot of names, the names of the kids that are in the club, mostly, as well as some names of their pets.  Our two main characters are Jake and his dad.  Jake’s dad is a veterinarian and is in charge of the pet club.  As you come across other names that you are not sure about, you can simply call them by the first letter of their name if that helps.
Can you predict any problems that might occur from having so many pets in one space?  Well, they’re definitely going to encounter a problem when they bring all these pets together and there’s going to be some chaos.  As you read today, I’d like for you to think about how your predictions change as you read and come across new information or events.  
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V): p2 community, p4 crouched, p11 eager, p18 meandering, chaos

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events and/or information.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

-At what point in the story did you have to revise your predictions?  What information did you gain that made you change your thinking?
-Which pets caused a problem at pet club?  Were those pets even supposed to be there?  How do you know?  How did those pets get there anyway?  What was the first clue we had, as readers, that something wasn’t quite right? (p6-heavy backpack)  What did Jake think was the reason his backpack was so heavy?  Did Jake have any idea, at that point, that he had any extra pets?  What makes you think that?
-What made the two unwelcome guests such a problem?  Why were the children so afraid of them?  A lot of people are afraid of spiders.  Why do you think that is?
-How were they able to get the two unwelcome guests corralled with all the chaos around them?  Did that surprise you?  Why? What do you think allowed Brian and Dave to be able to corner the skunk and tarantula? (probably used to living together) 
-Do you suppose a veterinarian is a good person to be in charge of pet club?  What makes you say that?

Writing Connection (optional):  Compare your original predictions to what actually happened in the story.  What happened that made you change your thinking?
