Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  Heroes   


Author:  Ken Mochizuki      

Level: O/34       

ISBN:  978-1-880000-50-2             
  Publisher:  Lee & Low Books Inc.

Day 1 Lesson

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)





*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

· Title/Author/Illustrator

· Cover – Why do you think this book is entitled Heroes?  What is a hero to you?  Who do you think could be the heroes in this story?  

· This story is about a boy named Donnie. He likes to play sports, but his friends prefer to play war games. His friends always consider him the “enemy” when they play war games simply because he’s Japanese. The ironic thing is that this boy is an American and even more than that, his dad and his uncle fought for the Americans in World War II.  Donnie knows that his dad and his uncle are heroes, and he wants to prove it to his friends, but his dad and his uncle will not allow him.  At one point, Donnie even gets into a dangerous situation and must find his way out of it.  Let’s read to find out what happens to Donnie. 
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)  protested (p 5),  Korea (p 5),  veteran’s (p 7),  Vietnam (p 10)
*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  When a word is written in italics,  the author wants you to    emphasize that word as you read. (Model example on page 5 with the word our.)
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Connections: What kinds of games do you play with your friends?  Have you ever been singled out or picked on the way Donnie is?  How did it make you feel?  Donnie ends up in a dangerous situation. Have you ever been in a dangerous situation?  What did you do?  Do you have any relatives that have fought in a war?  
Visualizing:  Reread page 11 and picture in your head what is happening as if it is a mental movie.  Donnie is playing war games with his friends and he finds himself in a dangerous situation.  The author does a really good job describing the setting and what is happening.  He includes descriptive details that help us visualize what is happening to Dannie. What descriptions stand out to you? Can you draw a picture of what you imagine this scene to look like?  Include as many details as you can.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can listen to individual students read part of the story.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy


Why did Donnie not want his dad to drive him to school?

Donnie’s friends always wanted to play war games?  Why did they always make Donnie be the enemy?  

Why don’t Donnie’s friends believe him when he tells them that his dad and his Uncle Yosh were in the American army?

I wonder how Donnie feels when his friends pretend to shoot him.  How would you feel if you were Donnie?

Why can’t Donnie just show his friends proof that his dad and uncle were war heroes?  What does his Uncle Yosh tell him about heroes?

What was the dangerous situation that Donnie found himself in?  How did he feel?  What did he do in that situation? Would you consider Donnie a hero?


Writing:

Title:  Heroes   


Author:  Ken Mochizuki      

Level: O/34       

ISBN:  978-1-880000-50-2             
  Publisher:  Lee & Low Books Inc.

Day 2 Lesson

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)





*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

· What happened yesterday in our story?  When we stopped, Donnie was lost in the woods and was scared.  How did he react to the situation? What do you think will happen today?  Do you think Donnie will make it out of the woods safely?

· Today we are going to find out if Donnie makes it out of the woods okay.  Also, in our reading today, Donnie’s dad and uncle witness how Donnie’s friends treat him. They actually see the boys chasing Donnie and pretending to shoot him. How do you think they will feel about that?  Donnie is desperate at one point and he begs his dad to let him prove that he is not the enemy.  The children continue to make fun of Donnie at school, but his dad and his uncle have a plan to help Donnie out.  What do you think they will do?  Do you think it will work?  Let’s read and find out what happens to Donnie when he is alone in the woods and if Donnie’s dad and Uncle Yosh can help him out!
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)  Captain (p 13),  coveralls (p 21),  spiral (p 27)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Predictions:  Encourage the students to continuously stop and make predictions.  Then, as they read on, encourage them to revise their prior predictions based on new information.  For example, on page 21, dad and Uncle Yosh are upset about the way Donnie’s friends are treating him and they nod at each other in agreement. Do you think they have a plan?  What do you think they are going to do? After reading page 23, ask the students if they want to change their predictions or keep them the same. Also, ask them to predict what it is that all of the kids are so excited about?   After reading page 25, ask the students if their predictions were correct.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can listen to individual students read part of the story.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy


Did Donnie find his way out of the woods?  What did he see?
Why do you think Donnie’s dad and uncle nodded at each other in agreement when Donnie begged them to help him out?

What were all of the children so excited about after school?

How do you think Donnie felt when he saw his uncle and his dad standing proudly as American soldiers? 

At the end Donnie and his friends were playing together, but things were different now. How were they different?  

Who were the heroes in this story? Why?

Would you ever want to fight for our country? Why or why not?


Writing:

