Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:    Finding Father     Level:   O     ISBN:   978-1-4207-3402-7     Publisher: Sundance

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Long ago, the only way to travel across the ocean was to travel by ship. Many times, ships would sink or get lost at sea. James is waiting for his father to return home from a trip at sea. When months go by and his father has not come home, James and his brother decide to go looking for him.  What do you think happened to their father? What is your prediction? 
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) barque (2) allowance, wharf (12) gangplank (15) adventure (18) 

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) The genre is historical fiction. Historical fiction is a story that takes place in the past.
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers revise predictions as they learn about new events.
Readers think about the plot of the story. (setting, characters, problem, solution)


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What was the main problem in the story?
Why did James and William sneak out in the middle of the night?
What happened when they were discovered hiding on the ship?
What did they learn from the captain about their father’s ship?
Was your prediction about their father correct?

Writing Connection (optional):

Do you think James and his family will all be together again? Why or why not? 

