Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: Estela’s Swap by Alexis O’Neill    Level: O     ISBN:978-1-60060-253-5      Publisher: Lee & Low Books
Day 1


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Have you ever been to a flea market or a swap meet? Have you ever been to Shipshewana? What do you know about those places? What does it look like? What are people selling? Why are people selling things?
This story takes place in Southern California. It doesn’t state it directly, but there is a big clue.  In the opening paragraph it says that a strong “Santa Ana wind” blew. Those are winds that blow from the desert east of Los Angeles towards the ocean, bringing the hot desert air to Southern California.
This is a story about Estela, her brother Javier, and her father (she calls Papa).  Her family sells things at a Swap Meet. Estela wants money to buy something special, so she is going to try to sell something at the meet. Read to find out what happens at the beginning of this story.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) Santa Ana wind (1);  tarps (5)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

As you read, notice the events of the story. Then make predictions about what will happen next.
Read from the beginning of the story to the end of page 5.  Don’t forget to “read” the illustrations as well.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story: retell the main events


-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What do you predict what will come next? What clues did you use to make that prediction?

Assignment: Read pages 1-6
Title: Estela’s Swap by Alexis O’Neill    Level: O     ISBN:978-1-60060-253-5      Publisher: Lee & Low Books

Day 2


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

When you go into a store, how do you know what items cost? (They are called fixed prices.) In many countries around the world, items in stores don’t have price tags on them. They are not fixed prices. How do you know what to pay? Many people bargain to decide what price to pay. Do you know anything about bargaining? What do you think bargaining for something sounds like?
In the part of the story you read today Estela is going to learn how to bargain. Read to find out what Estela learns.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) festive (9);  tarps (5)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V) “Cielito Lindo” (10); “Bueno!” (10) falda (11) Spanish words in italics. On page 11 italics are used for a different purpose – to show Estela’s thinking.
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

As you read, notice the events of the story. Then make predictions about what will happen next.

Don’t forget to “read” the illustrations as well.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story: retell the main events



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Were your predictions on target? Did you confirm your thinking or did you have to change your thinking?
What do you predict what will come next? What clues did you use to make that prediction?

How does “reading” the illustrations help you understand the story? What did you learn from the illustrations that you didn’t learn from the words?

Assignment: Read pages 7-15

Title: Estela’s Swap by Alexis O’Neill    Level: O     ISBN:978-1-60060-253-5      Publisher: Lee & Low Books

Day 3


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Do you think bargaining would be fun? easy? hard? Why or why not?

Have you ever helped someone even when they didn’t ask for help? What did you do? How did it make you feel?

In this part of the story, 

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) topsy-turvy (18);  tarps (5)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

As you read, notice the events of the story. Then make predictions about what will happen next.

How do you think this story is going to end?   Don’t forget to “read” the illustrations as well.


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story: retell the main events



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

What did you learn about Estela? What words (besides nice) would you use to describe her?
What do you predict what will come next? What clues did you use to make that prediction?


Assignment: Read pages 17-22

Title: Estela’s Swap by Alexis O’Neill    Level: O     ISBN:978-1-60060-253-5      Publisher: Lee & Low Books

Day 4


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Do you own things that would be good to take to a swap meet? How would you feel about giving up some of those things? What would you do with the extra money?  Do you think you would be good at bargaining?

In the last part of the story you are going to learn whether Estela’s idea of giving the flower lady her music box was a good idea or not. Read to find out what happens in the end.
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) battered (24);  swap (27)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Characters usually change from the beginning of the story to the end. Think about how Estela has changed.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story: retell the main events



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

How has Estela changed?
Reread the last two lines of the story. What do you think the author meant?

What could happen after this story?

Would you recommend this story? Why or why not?


Assignment: Read pages 23-end

