Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  
Baseball’s Best

    Author:  Andrew Gutelle
     
Level:  34/O        

ISBN:  0-394-80983-1
                Publisher:  Random House 
Chapter 1


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)





*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Book Introduction:  This is a book that compiles the true stories about five great baseball legends; George Herman Ruth (also known as Babe Ruth), Joe DiMaggio, Jackie Robinson, Roberto Clemente, and Hank Aaron.  All of these men have been inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York.   This museum honors over two hundred of the greatest baseball legends. 
Chapter 1:  This chapter is about Babe Ruth.  His real name is George Herman Ruth.  Babe played for the New York Yankees back in the early 1900’s.  This true story of Babe Ruth is about when the Yankees were playing the Chicago Cubs in the World Series.  The game took place in Chicago, and the fans were treating Babe Ruth and the Yankees terribly.  At one point, they threw lemons on the field in an effort to hit Ruth.  We’re going to read and find out how this particular man changed the game of baseball.  
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)  heckled (p. 7)  crucial (p. 9)  Lou Gehrig (p. 9)  feat (p.12)  

Bambino (p. 14)  

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers summarize the text in writing (write down two or three important details about Babe Ruth).

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can listen to individual students read part of the story.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Tell me about Babe Ruth.

How did he change the game of baseball?

Why is this game somewhat controversial? What did the Cubs fans think of Babe?


Assignement:
Title:  
Baseball’s Best

    Author:  Andrew Gutelle
     
Level:  34/O        

ISBN:  0-394-80983-1
                Publisher:  Random House 
Chapter 2 





Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)





*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 2:  Joe DiMaggio, also known as Joltin’ Joe, also played for the New York Yankees.  The team had such great hitters, that it became known as the “Bronx Bombers” because Yankee Stadium was located in the Bronx.  In this particular story about Joe, his team is in a slump, and he hasn’t been of much help.  He’s the best hitter on the team, and he isn’t hitting well.  Joe finally breaks his streak, and begins hitting well again.  He is able to start hitting in every game he is playing.  Baseball fans everywhere are curious as to whether or not Joe DiMaggio will be able to break George Sisler’s record of hitting in forty-one straight games.  When he gets ready to hit in his next game, he realizes someone has stolen his bat.  Let’s read to find out if he is able to break Sisler’s record.  
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)  doubleheader (p. 18)  souvenir (p.19)
Cleveland’s Municipal Stadium (p. 20) pennant (p.24)  

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance
Readers summarize the text in writing (write down two or three important details about Joe DiMaggio).

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can listen to individual students read part of the story.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Tell me about how Joe DiMaggio changed the game of baseball.
When he is about to break George Sisler’s record, what does Joe realize?  What happened in the game after his bat was stolen?  How did he overcome his hitting problem in that game?  

Even though he broke his hitting streak, how did all of the fans honor him?  


Assignment:

Title:  
Baseball’s Best

    Author:  Andrew Gutelle
     
Level:  34/O        

ISBN:  0-394-80983-1
                Publisher:  Random House 
Chapter 3 





Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)





*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 3:  This chapter is about Jackie Robinson.  Jackie Robinson was the first African American baseball player to play in the Major Leagues in 1947.  Jackie had been playing baseball for an all African American baseball team when Branch Rickey, the man in charge of the Brooklyn Dodgers decides that he wants to have a black man on his team.  Jackie agrees to come and play.  Let’s read to find out what happens when Jackie plays for the Brooklyn Dodgers.
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)  prejudice (p. 28)  

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Readers ask questions before, during, and after reading to better understand the author and the meaning of the text.  (Do I know something about this topic?  What is the message of this piece?  How could I explain this to someone else?)

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can listen to individual students read part of the story.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Tell me about Jackie Robinson.

Why was he such an important baseball player?  

What happened when he got to play for the Brooklyn Dodgers?

How was he treated?

How is baseball (and sports in general) different now than it was back then?


Assignment:

Title:  
Baseball’s Best

    Author:  Andrew Gutelle
     
Level:  34/O        

ISBN:  0-394-80983-1
                Publisher:  Random House 
Chapter 4 





Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)





*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 4:  Roberto Clemente is a professional baseball player from Puerto Rico.  Roberto Clemente played for the Pittsburg Pirates.  He had one goal during the 1972 season, and that was to get his 3,000 base hit.  Every year, after baseball season, Roberto returned to Puerto Rico for the winter.  He had big dreams for his country.  He worked hard to help out his country.  We are going to read to find out if Clemente reaches his goal and what happens when he returns home.  
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)  Nicaragua (p. 39)  

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can listen to individual students read part of the story.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Did you make any connections with this chapter?

Talk about any visualizations the students may have had.

Tell me about Roberto Clemente’s dream for his home country of Puerto Rico.

What happened during the 1972 baseball season?

After the baseball season, what happens in Puerto Rico?

How does Roberto Clemente want to help?

Assignment:

Title:  
Baseball’s Best

    Author:  Andrew Gutelle
     
Level:  34/O        

ISBN:  0-394-80983-1
                Publisher:  Random House 
Chapter 5





Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)





*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Chapter 5: Henry ‘Hank’ Aaron , also known as “Hammerin’ Hank,” played for the Milwaukee Braves.  He did not begin his career as a stellar baseball player.  The manager of the team just thought that Hank was trying too hard.  Once Hank Aaron hit his first homerun, he began to chase Babe Ruth’s homerun record.  Let’s read to find out if he is able to break Babe Ruth’s record.
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)  

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can listen to individual students read part of the story.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Tell me about Henry Aaron.
What did you learn about him?

Why didn’t Aaron’s manager want him to play in Cincinnati?  

When you read about the day that he beat Babe Ruth’s record, did you visualize anything?  What kinds of pictures did you have in your head?

Overall, which one of these men do you think had the most impact on Major League Baseball?  
Do any of you have a favorite player?  


Assignment:

