Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:   The Corps of Discovery      Level:  N(30)     ISBN:1418936944             Publisher:   Rigby

_____ 
Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Book Introduction:  Today we will begin reading a nonfiction book about explorers in our own country, the United States. What is an explorer? (Someone who wants to learn about new things).  These explorers went into a part of our country that very few people had been in. It was an unknown area and Indians lived there. We are going to learn about these explorers and what they found in the American West.

Day One: The title of our book is called The Corps of Discovery. A corps /core/ is a group of people working together for the same purpose. The table of contents is at the beginning of the book and tells us what key ideas are in the book and tells us which page each section begins on. Let’s look at the first section. What is it called? Can you describe a wilderness?  The next two sections will tell us about the two men who lead the group on the expedition.)

Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V)  secretary (4)  expedition (6)  governor (7)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)  Notice on page 2 that some of the words are bold face print (darker). These words have definitions in the glossary in the back of the book. Let’s look at the glossary.

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

When students reread and review text, they should read sections again to be sure they understand parts that may be confusing.

“When I finish reading a chapter or section, I go back and skim it to review the important ideas. I reread sections that I had questions about. This helps me remember what I learned.”


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.

You will read the first three sections today. I want you to stop after each section and write on a post-it note an important idea you learned. Be sure to use the nonfiction features to help you understand the ideas. These text structures include maps (gives us info about locations), labels, pictures and captions (help us understand pictures). 


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Show me the page that tells when an expedition set out to explore the American West.  (pg 2, 1804)

If you had lived in the 1800’s would you have wanted to live in the wilderness? What makes you think that?

Tell what you learned about Meriwether Lewis. Jefferson thought he was the ‘man for the job’. What does that mean and do you think that he was?

Tell what you learned about William Clark. What kind of a man do you think that he was?  Why do you think that?
Find the page that shows how William Clark learned about the wilderness. 

Assignment:
Write about one of the men you met today. Which one would you have liked to meet and why? 

Or
Can you think of another wilderness you would like to explore? What will you need to do to do that?

Title: The Corps of Discovery      Level: N (30)     ISBN:    118936944      Publisher:  Rigby


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Let’s review what we read yesterday…

Day 2: We are going to start by reading the section “Sacagawea”. Sacagawea was a Shoshone Indian who lived in the wilderness. We will learn how she helped Lewis and Clark on their expedition. We will also read about their journey and if they succeeded in doing what they started to do.
Words/Text Layout:

*New or important words (V) fur trader (12)  translator (14)  landmarks (18)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)   

 Remember that there are several words in the text that are in bold-faced print. These are words that are in the back of the book in the Glossary with their definitions.
Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

                There are several nonfiction text structures in these sections. 



p. 15 and 16 have maps. Look at the title of the maps to see what they show. Also note the compass rose and that N,E,S, and W are abbreviations for North, etc.



p. 17 has a sidebar of extra information.



p. 18-19 is a time line. Read the title and explore together how to interpret the information.  A time line shows how things happened in time or order.

During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.
As you read today, notice how the text structures we talked about help you understand the story better. Notice how it helps to know the order that things happen.

After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Tell about what you learned about Sacagawea’s life. 

How did Sacagawea help Lewis and Clark? Show places in the text that help you answer the question.  (p.14, She was a translator; p.18, She helped them buy horses; p.21, She collected things to use as food and medicine, she rescued the journals and medicines from the water, and made peace with people they met.)

Why do you think Clark tried to get the government to teat American Indians fairly?

Why do you think Lewis and Clark left their journals, maps and drawings behind for people to see?

What was one reason President Jefferson sent this Corps of Discovery on an expedition?

Study the map on of p. 23. Why do you think the Corps did much of their travels using the rivers?


Assignment:
Write about the most interesting part of this story to you. Why does this interest or surprise you?
