Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title:  How Many Days to America?  by Eve Bunting                  Level:  30 / N         ISBN:  1-56334-734-2 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss picture (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

This is a story about a group of people that chose to come to America because they had to leave their homes.  They needed to leave in the middle of the night and sneak out without soldiers spotting them.  They could not take much with them.  They will try to make it to America.  Why do you think they want to go to America and will they be able to get there?
Text Layout/Words:


*New or important words (V)   quay (p. 10), anxious (p. 28)

*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or Comprehension Strategy: 
    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Good readers make connections (text to self, text to text, text to world).  As you read this story, see if you can make a connection to another story you know.  That is a text to text connection.  How is this story like another?


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students.

After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story


-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to teaching point and/or comprehension strategy

Why do you think they chose to go to America?
How were they going to try to get there?

Tell about the journey.

Did they make it?

What was special about the day they arrived in America?

How is this story like another you know?


Assignment:  Write a paragraph about how this story is alike and different from the other story you know about Thanksgiving.
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