Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z)


Title: Amphibians 
Level: N 


ISBN: 0-7368-4941-8     

Publisher: Capstone


Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

*Summarize plot (M)




*Discuss pictures (M)

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)
 
*Draw upon students’ experiences (M)

Look at the cover of this book.  I see a frog, a toad and a salamander.  These animals all belong to a group called amphibians.  Can you think of things that are similar about these animals?  Why do you think they are in the same group?  (Give students a chance to notice the similarities in these animals)  Turn to the Table of Contents.  This book is divided into small sections/chapters.  The titles of these chapters will help us learn characteristics that all amphibians have.  I see two words in the Table of Contents that are tricky.  The first tricky word is “vertebrates”.   Let’s turn to p.6 and find a definition.  (Vertebrate-animals with backbones) Are we vertebrates? Now let’s find another tricky word from the Table of Contents- “cold-blooded”. Let’s turn to p.8 to figure out what that means.  (Cold-blooded- temperature changes with temperature around them)  Are we cold-blooded?  Let’s start to read and find out more facts about amphibians.  
Words/Text Layout:


*New or important words (V) caecilians (4), vertebrates(6),  salamander (8), mucus (13)


*Unusual aspect of text layout (V)

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy: 

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

· Readers use text features to help them understand non-fiction.  Today, as you read, pay attention to the bold words. Think about what those words mean and how they will help you understand the story.  


During Reading: (10-15 min.)

Students silently read the text. You may choose to listen to a few students whisper read the text, if reading fluency is a concern. While students are silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students who are independently reading.


After Reading:  (8-10 min.)


*Discuss the story



-clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers



-acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives


*Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above)

Let’s talk about what we learned in this story.  Can you tell me one or two facts about amphibians?

Do you have amphibians living in your backyard?   

· Return to Teaching Point:  Let’s talk about some of the features of our non-fiction story. Many non-fiction books have bold words.  How did the bold words help you understand the story?  

· Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance:  How do you think the author helps you figure out the important parts of the story?  (Chapter titles, bold words, labels, fun fact bubbles.)


